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T AL L e

Be it known that I, GEORGE H. PRATT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
Lane, in the county of Erie and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mechanism for Raising
the Cutter-Barsof Mowing-Machines; and I do
declare the following to be a full, elear, and ex-

act description of the invention, such as will -

enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, and |

- to the letters of reference marked thereon,
~which form a part of this specification.
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L'his invention relates to cutter-bar elevat-
Ing mechanism for mowing-machines.

The object of the invention is to facilitate

- theraising and lowering of the cutter-bar and
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obtain an increased amplitude of movement
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ofthe same without a corresponding increase
of movement of the operating-lever,

A further purpose of the invention is to ob-
tain these objects by a simple combination of

parts which will not add materially to the cost

of the machine or necessitate the addition of

parts which will interfere with the efficiency ;

or impair the suecessful operation of the ma-

- ¢hine.
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Theinvention consists essentially of a mov-
able support carrying the guide-pulley over
which the elevating chain or ecable passes that

is connected with the cutter-bar, for the pur-

pose of elevating the latter. _ |
‘Theinvention also consists in a single lever
forsimultaneously actuating thesaid movable
support and the elevating chain.
The invention further consists of a spring
In combination with the said movable sup-
port, to partially carry the load and assist in

the adjustment of the cutter-bar.

The invention further consists in the novel
features and in the peculiar construction, ar-
rangement and adaptation of parts, which
will hereinafter be more fully described and
claimed, and which are shown in the accom-
panying drawings, in which— - |

Figure 11s a front view of a mowing ma-

chine embodying my improvement. TFig. 2,is

a top plan view of the cutter-bar elevating

kO

mechanism. Fig. 3is a detail view of the op-

~ erating lever. S
The mowing machine is of the usual con- 1

| struction, and the cutter bar A a,da,pted to be

vertically adjusted, being actuated by the ele-

-vating chain C, and the operating lever B.
The movable support D is conveniently dis-
posed and mounted on the frame work of the
machine, and carries the guide-pulley d over

which the elevating chain or cable C passes.
This support D is pivoted between its ends,
one of which ends carries the guide-pulley d

and the other being connected with the oper-

ating-lever B. The standard d’ to which the

support D is pivoted, is constructed to em-
brace the sides of the said support and guide

it in its various movements. The guide E
near the outer end of the support is con-

55

60'-'.

65:'

structed in a like manner to the standard d’

to brace the support laterally and guide it in
its movements, | .

T'he operating lever B is mounted in the or-
dinary manner, and is provided with the usual

hand latch to engage with the notched seg-
ment I for the purpose of holding the lever
in the desired position. The segment head b
at the lower end of the lever is grooved or
channeled to retain the chain or cable C in po-
sition. The hook or projection b’ at one end
of the head b receives the end of the elevat-
Ing chain or cable which is attached thereto.

The lug 0 at the opposite end of the head b,
has the inner end of the support D connected.

therewith by meansof alink 6% orother means.
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Obviously, on operating the lever B the inner

end of the support D will be depressed and

the outer end elevated and the chain or cable

C will be drawn upon to elevate the cutter-
bar. As the chain is drawn upon the raising
of the guide-pulley d will at the same time
lift the outer end of the said chain, thereby
producing atwo-fold action on the cutter-bar
by the combined action of the chain and the
movable support. The spring G is construect-

‘ed to draw down upon the inner end of the
pivoted support and materially assist in car-

rying the load and relieving the operator of

‘the greater part of the weight when adjust-

ing the cutter-bar. -
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim to be new is— o
- 1. In a mowing-machine, the combination
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with the eutter-bar, a lever and chain for ele-
vating the cutter-bar, of a movable support .

provided with a guide pulley for the said
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chain to pass over, and having connection
with the said lever to be actuated thereby,

- substantially as set forth.
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2. In a mowing-machine, the combination
with the cutter-bar, a lever and chain for ele-
vating the same, of a pivoted support pro-

- vided at one end with a guide-pulley for the
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said chain to pass over, and having its other

end connected with the said lever, substan- |

tlally as and for the purpose described.

‘3. In a mowing-machine, the combination
with the cutter-bar and a movable support
connected with the said cutter-bar, of a lever
having independent connection With._th'e cut-
ter bar and with the said movable support
and constructed to simultaneously actuate

the cutter-bar and the movable support, sub- |

stantially as and for the purpose specified.

4. In a mowing machine, the combination |

with a cutter-bar, a movable support carry-
ing a guide-roller, and a chain, of a lever hav-

| ing a segment provided with a projection at

one end to receive the said chain and having
{ a lug at the opposite end to form means of
;connectmn for said movable support, sub-

stantially as set forth.

of a pivoted suPport embraced on both sides
by the standard to which the.said support is
pivoted, a guide at the outer end of the sup-
port, a gmde pulley, a ¢hain passing over the
| guide-pulley and connected with the cutter-
bar, and a lever having independent connec-
tion with the said chain and the support, sub-
tantially as and for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE H. PRATT.

Witnesses:
HENRY N. BABBITT,

I ~ FRANK AVERY.

5. In a mowing-machine, the combination
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