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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

'ROBERT J. GILLHAM, OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA, ASSIGNOR, BY DIRECT  AND

MESNE ASSIGNMENTS,
OF SAME PLACE.

TO MAHLON GORE AND CHARLES W.

JACOCKS,

POCKET-RULE.

SPECIFIGATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 500,572, dated July 4, 1893,

.&pphcatmn filed September 9, 1892, Serial No, 445,432,

{No model.)

o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT J. GILLHAM, of
Orlando, in the emmty of Orange and State of
Florida, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Pocket-Rules; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the mventlon such

as will enable others skilled in the art to whleh'

it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
pocket rules and it consists of a rule made of
several sections hinged together, each end sec-

tion of said rule bemn* connected by a diago- |

nal hinge to its adJacent section.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a plan view of the rule in 1ts open
position. Fig.2 is a view of the same folded
S0 as to be used as a try-square and parallel

ruler, and Fig. 3 is a view of my improvement

When used as a try-square and bevel square.
A represents a pocket rule constructed of
metal, wood or any suitable material, which

‘is composed of sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,and 6, the

latter being hinged togetherin any of the well
known ways common to rules so as to permit
it to be folded into small.compass. The sec-
tions 3 and 4 are hinged together as shown at
a and the opposite ends of said sections are
hinged to the short sections 2 and 5. The
outer ends of sections 2 and 5 are cut diago-
nally and are hinged 1o the 51m11ar1} cut ends
of sections 1 and 6.

The advantage of my invention over the or-

dinary rule, is the addition of diagonal hinges
in theouter sectionsof therule. Thesehinge
points permit the end sections to fold over,

thus forming either one or two angles of |

ninety degrees giving a true try-square at

eitherend. Ifbothsectionsland 6 arefolded,

Wi S

the riale may be employed as a parallel ruler
by starting from a base line and moving the
rule upward, graduating the space between
the lines by measuring with the scale from
the base line, and from subsequently made
linesasthe ruleis moved farther upward upon
the sheet. By opening out the rule to one
half its full length and then folding back one
end, a double try-square is formed. And then
by placing the diagonal hinge against a
straight edge, the angle deseribed by the line
of the rule will be a true hypotenuse of a
right angle triangle. |

The method of hinging the sections, and the
manner of forming the sections can be varied
at pleasure without avolding my invention
and hence I would have it nunderstood that 1
do not restrict myself to the particular con-

struction and arrangement of partsshown and
described, but,
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Having fully deseribed my invention, what 6c¢

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A pocket rule composed of a series of
hinged sections, the two outer sections of the

-rule, and the adjacent ends of the next sec-

tions having miter ends substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.
2. A pocket rule composed of sections con-

| nected together by straight and diagonal

hinged joints, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

ROBT. J. GILLHAM..

Withesses:
J. P. WINGFIELD,
W. C. WINGFIELD.
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