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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, EVERETT D. MOORE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Balti-
more, in the State of Maryland, have invent-
ed new and useful Improveménts 1in Pencil-
Sharpeners,of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to that type of pencil
sharpeners which comprises two gritty-faced
members arranged to provide a trough-shaped

channel, and separated at the bottom bya lon-

crltudmal slot for the escape of the dust. The

prior constructions of this class of pencil

‘sharpeners are objectionable in that the two

members are rigidly connected at their oppo-
site ends and in drawing the pencil out at one
end of the sharpener the point is broken or
injured and imperfectly shm pened pencils
are the result.

The object of my invention is to provide a

- new and improved construction, whereby the
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members yield laterally away from each other
as the pencil is moved toward the exit end of
the trough-shaped channel, for the purpose of
per mifting the quick egress of the pencil point
in a clownwa,rd direction befween the mem-
bers without breaking or injuring the same.

Toaccomplish this obj ect myinvention con-
sists essentially in a pencil sharpener, com-
posed of a pair of beveled, gritty-faced arms
or members separated by a longitudinal sloft,
rigidly connected at one end and laterally
yvielding away from each other at their oppo-
site ends to permit the free exit of the pencil
point without breaking or injuring the same.

The invention 18 1llustreted by the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

- Figure 1, is a pe1spect1ve view of my im-
proved pencﬂ sharpener. Fig. 2,18 a botfom

plan view showing the two arms or members

in their normal p051t1011 in full lines and
sprung apart in dotted lines. Fig. 3,1satrans-
verse sectional view taken on the line 3—3
Fig. 2,

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention I will now de-
seribethesameindetail, referring tothe draw-
ings wherein the numeral 1, mdleates a han-
dle of any suitable form, shepe,, or construc-
tion, and projeeting from the head 2 of the
sharpener. The head is provided with a pair

of arms or members 4, arranged substantially

parallel with each other and each provided
with a beveled inner side, covered with a
ogrilty substance 5, such as sand paper, or
corundum, oremery. Thebeveled innersides
of the arms or members 4 are so relatively ar-

| ranged as to provide a trough-shaped channel

which is substantially V-shaped in cross-sec-
tion, and the arms or members are separated
from each other by a longitudinal slot 6, ex-

tending continuously from or near the head

2 to the outer extremities of the arms or mem-
bers. The handle,the head and the arms are
preferably constructed of a single piece of
wood and the arms or members are elastic so
that they can spring or yield laterally away
from each other nearly or substantially their
entire length, in such manner that when a
pencil 1s pleeee in contact with the beveled,
gritty-faced arms or members and is drawn
in a direction away from the head 2, the arms
or members yield laterally and therefore the
pencil point can freely escape in a downward
direction at the exit end of the trough-shaped
channel.
not be broken or injured, as is the case where
the arms or members are inelastic or are con-
nected together at the exit end of the sharp-
ener. 'T'he longitudinal slot6 permitsthefree
escape of the dust and other matter resulting
from the sharpening of the pencil.

While I prefer to construct the handle, the
head and the laterally yielding arms or mem-
bers of a single piece of wood, I do not wish
to be understood as confining myself to this
particular construction.

My invention provides a very simple, effi-
cient,and economical device which isspecially

designed for the use of school children to

sharpen their slate-pencils, but it can be used
by others for sharpening all kinds of pencils.

Having thus descrlbed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A pencil sharpener, consisting of a pair
of gritty-faced laterally elastic arms or mem-
bers separated by a longitudinal slot, con-
nected together at one end and dlsconneeted
at the opp051te end so that they can yield lat-
erally away trom each other to permit the free

exit of the pencil point without breaking or

injuring the same, substantially as deseribed.

By this means the pencil point will
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2. A pencil sharpener, consisting of a pair | end to said head and laterally yielding away
of beveled, gritty-faced laterally elastic arms | from each other at the opposite end to permit
or members separated by a longitudinal slot, | the free exit of the pencil point without break- 15
rigidly connected together at one end and lat- | ing or injuring the same, substantially as de-

5 erally yielding away from each other at their | seribed. |

opposite ends to permit the free exit of the In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
pencil point without breaking or injuring the.| my hand and affixed my seal in presence of
same, substantially as deseribed. | two subseribing witnesses.

3. A pencil sharpener, consisting of a head | EVERETT D. MOORE. [L.Ss.]
10 having a projecting handle and a pair of bev- Witnesses: . |
eled, gritty-faced arms or members separated | T. A. GREEN,
by a longitudinal slot, rigidly joined at one | . W. REA.
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