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To all whom it may concern:

| strip is adapted to fold upon itself and en-

Beitknownthat I, CHARLES S. FOWLER, a | gage the connecting strips or hinges d, at the

citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of Minneapolis, Hennepin county, State
of Minnesota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Binders for Sheet-

Musie, &e., of which the fellowing is a speci-

fication, reference being had to the accompa-
nying arawings. | |

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
binder for the preservation of sheet-musie,
letters, briefs and indeed of any matter either
printed or written on sheets of paper either
folded or single, which binder shall be simple
and durable in operation, easily and conven-
iently manipulated, and cheap of manufac-
ture, all of which will be apparent from the
description and claims hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1,
1llustrates my improved binder open in an op-

dotted line 2, 2, of Fig. 1,—the sheets retained

within the folded retaining strip being sepa- |

rated more widely than what they are in ac-
tual practice, said exaggerated view being de-
signed to more clearly illustrate the manner
in which the sheets of music or other matter
are retained to said strip. Fig. 3, is an en-

larged perspective view of a portion of my

improved binder, said view illustrating the
mode of connécting the sheets to the binder
before the retaining strip is secured to place.
F1g. 4,1s a transverse section of a binder, fold-

ed, said view being a modification of that

shown in preceding figures. Fig. 5, is an en-
larged detached view of one of the flexible
connecting strips or hinges which form the
connection between the leaves to be bound
and the staples of the binder. FKig. 61sa sec-
tion through a portionof myimproved binder
shown in Iig. 1,s8aid view showingthe binder
open with ifs contents also open or separated.

My improved binder consists of the covers
A,A’, joined by a back B, which latter is flexi-
ble. If desired, the back and covers may be
formed of one continuous piece of suitable
flexible material, in which event the binder

and 1ts contents may be folded or rolled into |

a compact form. |

To the inner face of the back I3, and to one
longitudinal side thereof, I preferably attach

Kig. 2, 1s a section taken on-

free end thereof, the other end of said strips
or hinges being attached to or connected with
the sheet-music or other matter to be bound,
as shown. . The hinges d may be formed of
any suitable flexible material, and may be at-
tached to the leaves to be bound in any de-
sired manner; but I prefer to employ a strip
of linen-backed paper for this purpose, with
an elongated-enlarged portion d?, which latter
is preferably gummed on one side to adhere
to the leaves to be bound, as shown. When
the leaves are folded, I prefer to pass the
hinge portion d through an opening in the
folded or creased portion of the leaf, after
which the portion d? is attached to the inner
face of ‘one of the folded leaves, D; but, this
feature of attaching the flexible hinges d to
the leaves D forms no feature of my present
invention,and I do not claim the same, broad-
ly, herein. |

My presentinvention consisis of connecting
the flexible strips or hinges d to the flexible

back B of the covers, and that preferably by

means of the flexible strip C and staples E, the
latter passing through said back, hinges and
flexible strip,—the bifurcated portions e of
said staples being separated and compressed
down on the outside of said strip, as shown.
The back, hinges and retaining strip are all
provided with suitable openings through
which the retaining staples are passed.

In Fig. 4, T have illustrated a modification
of my improved binder in which the retain-
ing strip C, shown in preceding figures, 18
dispensed with, and the retaining staples are
passed through the flexible hinges and
through two portions of the back B, the bifur-
cated end portions of said staples being bent
and locked on the outside of said back.
When constructed as shown in Fig. 4, it has
been found by actual experience that the
tangs of said staples areliabletocatch against
objects, and also that the projecting portion
of the back will not permit the binder to lay
flat against the plano or other Instrument;
and, for reason of the aforementioned incon-
veniences, I prefer the use of the internal
flexible strip C. The use of this internal re-
taining strip permits the tangs of the staples

a flexible retaining strip C, as shown, which | to be thoroughly protected by the back of the
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cover, and also permits the latter tobeopened | What I claim as new, and desire to secure
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out approximately flat against a musical in-

strument or other support.

Any device, the equivalent of the staples,
may be passed through the flexible back and
hinges; but, the form of staple shown is pre-
ferred.

The advantages of my invention are nu-
merous and apparent. The construction is
such as to afford an efficient and economical
binder for various purposes, especially for
sheet-music. To bind a loose sheet of musie,
all that is required is simply to attach the
flexible hinges d thereto, and then compress
the free ends of the staples together, at which
time the retaining strip may be removed
therefrom as shown in Fig.3; the hinges are
then attached to said staples to which the
free edge of the retaining strip is again at-
tached, when the binding is complete. The
construction also admits of any one sheet of
music being readily removed from the port-
folio, and also admits of a sheet being in-
serted therein at will.

My invention is especially advantageous to
music instructors, students, traveling agents
to carry illustrated samples, and in fact to all
persons desiring a convenient binder for pre-
serving loose sheets which might otherwise
become lost or destroyed.

|
i

by Letters Patent, is— |
1. Incombination with the loose leaveshav-

 Ing flexible hinges d, the binder consisting of

a cover with a flexible back, said hinges be-
ing attached thereto by means of staples E,
passed through said hinges and flexible back,
substantially as set forth. |

2. A binder consisting of a cover having a
flexible back, with a flexible strip attached to
the inner face of said back, the free edge of

sald strip being adapted to fold over the free

end portion of the flexible hinges d attached
to the leaves D, said hinges being retained
within said folded strip by means of staples
passed through said hinges and folded strip
and locked thereto, substantially as set forth.

3. Asanewarticleof manufacture, a binder
consisting of a cover having a flexible back

‘B with the flexible strip C attached to the in-

ner face of said back, said flexible strip be-
ing adapted to overlap the hinged extensions

- of the separable leaves to be bound, and suit-

able means for detachably connecting said
hinged portions within said flexible strip.

CIHARLES S. FOWLER.

Witnhesses:
O. M. HiLL,
W. B. BrRiCE.
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