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To all whom tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, ENSIGN B. STEBBINS, of
Lakeview,in thecounty of Montealm and State
of Michigan, have .invented a new and Im-
proved Combined Step-Ladder and Bench, oi
which the following is a tull clear, and exaet

- description.

10

The invention relates to household Mtzcle&,
and its object is to provide a new and im-
proved combined ladder and bench, which 1is
simple and durable in construection and ar-
ranged for use either as a step ladder or as a

| beneh for supporting wash tubs and other ar-
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.the brace I, so that when theladderis erected

ticles.

The invention consists of certain parts and
details and combinations of the same, as will
be hereinafterdescribed and then pomted out
in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the aceom panymg |

drawings forming a part of this specification,
in Which similar 1etters of reference 1indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
provement arranged as a bench. Fig.21sa
similar view of the same arranged as a step-
ladder. Fig. 3 is a sectional &nde elevation of
the shelf. I‘w 4 is a like view of a modified
form of the same. Fig. 51is an enlarged cross
section of the head of the step-ladder, showing
the parts in the same position as in Fig. 1
Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the lower leg en-
gaging the step ladder part, said part being
shown in section. |

The combined step ladder and bench 1s pro-
vided with a ladder A formed of the usual
stringers B, B/, and the rungs or steps C, con-
necting the stringers with each other.
upper ends of the stringers are connected with
each other by a platform D,and a second plat-
form E is rigidly secured on the upper end of

asshownin Fig. 2,the platform K abutsagainst
the platform D, thus holding the brace in a
spread pommon thereby snppmbmn* the lad-
der A in an inclined position.

A shelf, G?, is attached to parallel bars, G
and, when the step-ladder is erected as shown
in Fig. 2, the said shelf is horizontal, but in a
slightly lower planethan the platform*-- Dand
E. The means for supporting the bars, G are,
in part, the frame ,which standsin an obhque

The |
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position, being pivoted to the brace, I K, at its
lower end, and to the shelf carrying bals G2,
atits upper end. The innerends of the bars,

| G2, are detachably engaged with and sup-
' ported by the transverse rod, I, on which the

shown best in Fig. 2 and 5.

upper ends of the brace, I, are pivoted as
The upper and
under sides of the bars, G, are provided with
notches, G4, (see Figs. 3 and 5,) which incline

one way, and with notches, G°, that incline

the other way. The endsof the bars also have
notches G°. Studs, or headed pins, G° are
fixed in the inner sides of the bars for a pur-
pose that will be presently stated. When the
step-ladder is used as such—as shown in Kig.
2—the bars, G, rest on the cross-rod, H, being
held engaged or locked with said rod by the
notches, G In such case the shelf, K, may
serve as a support for a basket used as a fruit-
receptacle. But when the step-ladder 1s used
as a bench—as shown in Figs.1 and 5—either
the notches G° or G" must engage the rod, H,
and, to hold the parts locked together, a hook
P, which is pivoted on said rod, is engaged
with one of the pins, G% as shown in Fig. 5.
It is apparent, that the height at which the

‘bench is required to support the tubs will de-
termine which of the notehes G° G7, shall be

engaged with the rod, . In some cases, I
propose to dispense with notches G%, G°, G,
in the bars, G, and employ a metal casting,
M, which is applied to the ends of said bars,
G3, and provided with hooks, G% and an end

| notch, G’ which has the same function as

the notches G° and G7 in the bars GS.
A frame, K, is pivoted on a transverse rod
J—Fig. 2—and adapted to fold upward be-

| tween the bars of brace, F, so that it may be

out of the way when the step-ladder is used as
such. The free ends of the side bars of frame,
K, are beveled and thus adapted to fit in
notches, L—see Fig. 6—formed in strips, I.’,
attached to the 1owe1:' ends of the stringers B
B’, on their inner sides.
frame, K, engaged with said strips L./, a hook

In order to hold the
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N, and pins O, may be employed, the same be- -

ing arranged as shown in Fig. 6. It is obvi-
ous that the notches L” might be formed in

| the stringers B, B, instead of the strips, L.

The spreading of the lower ends of brace
F,is prevented bylinks I, whieh pivotally con-
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nect stringers B B’ with the bars composing | proper, having the transverse pivot rod, H, 15
the brace. Each link, I, is provided at the | and the notches, I/, in its lower portion, of the
middle with a rule or lock-joint, I’,in order to | adjustable head-support composed of the
permit the brace, F, to fold parallel to the | frame G, and shelf carrying bars, G having
5 stringers. notches as specified, and the adjustable piv-
What I claim is— oted foot supporting frame, K, adapted to en- 20
1. The combination, with the ladder, the | gage sald notches, L”, whereby the step-ladder
folding brace, F, and the transverse pivot rod, | may be adjusted at different heights when

H, of the frame, G, pivoted to the brace, the | used as a bench, as specified.
10 shelf-carrying bars, G? pivoted to said frame, | | -
and having notches as aescribed, which adapé SNSIGN B. STEBBINS.
it forengagement with the rod, H, all arranged Witnesses:
as shown and desecribed. - l FRANK. J. ROSSMAN,
2. The combination, with the step-ladder

EbpMoND D. POTTER.
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