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Serial No, 467,178, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN K. R0SS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Kssex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certaiu new and useful
Improvements in Corsets, of which the fol-
lowing i8 a specification.

ThlS invention relates to certain new a,nd
useful improvements in waist-band stays for
corsets; having forits objectto prevent break-
age or wear of the corset at or near the waist
portion thereof and at the same time to per-
mit of an easy play or yielding of the corset
at such points, in the bending or movement
of the body of the wearer, it bemn* a still fur-
ther object to provide a waist- band stay which
shall preserve the shape and symmetry of the
corset and add greatly to the ornamental ap-
pearance of the same; also one which shall
from its arrangement, accurately conform to
the shape or curve of ‘the body and hips and
which shall be free from many of the objec-

‘tions heretofore experienced with this elass

of inventions.

It has been proposed heretofore to provide
a corset with vertical main stays which are
not econtinuouas throughout the height of the
corset, but which are of shorter length than

“usual and separated at the waist pmtmn to
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admit of the insertion intermediate of their
contiguous ends, of a waist band thatis formed
of an inner or outer band having bone pock-
etsextending horizontally ot the corset around

the waist portlon thereof, into which pockets

suitable ribs of whalebone or the like are in-
Aga'n it has been proposed to pro-
vide acorset with what is known as a “corded
waist piece,” ingserted by stitching onto the
main side portions only of the corset above
the hips, and eonsisting of a number of corded
seams running homzontally between two ad-
jacent or elosely connected vertical main
stays. And it has still further been sug-
gested to provide on the inner or outer. sade
Of the body of the corset between the main
stays at the sides, a separate wing provided

- with a number of 0ppos1tely 1ncl1ned OT con-
. verging bones or stiffeners secured or in-
serted nto pockets which are formed in the
usual way by stitching.

viously suggested forms are open to several
obJeetlons, the principal one being that they
do not permit of thatease and conformablllty
that is so desirable in use and they do not
prevent or obviate to any appreciable ex-
tent, the wear or breaking down of the cor-
set at the waist portion thereof. DBy my in-
vention the objections recited are entirely

overcome and as distinguished from the use

of a horizontally or inclined arrangement of
the bones which constitute the stays, I re-
sort to the use of a band or belt extending
all around, or for practically the entire width
of each side of the corset, that is to say, from
front to back, and such band, belt or stay
is constituted of a number of vertically
arranged bones or stiffeners contained in
pockets which are formed between an outer
facing and an inner backing, and having
stitched across the ends of the pockets a tape
or border, which in addition to preventing
the bones from being forced out of their pock-
ots, also serve as a means of attaching or se-
curing the said waist-band or stay tothe main
body of the corset. The said vertically ar-
ranged bones or stiffeners may, if desired, be
of the same or nearly the same length or
height, but preferably in order to conform to
the usual fullness that isimparted to the body
of the corset at the hips and other portions
thereof, I prefer that the length or height of
said bones or stiffeners shall gradually in-
crease 011tward1y. The saild waist-band or
stay may.be made separate from the corset
and subsequently attached or secured there-
to, and the same may also be constituted of a
number of pockets closely arranged together,
and unbroken by any intermediata spaces be-
tween the same. Preferably, however,I{form

the said waist-band or stay with the corset at

the time of manufacture thereof, and I ar-
range the bones, ribs or stifieners of separate
sections which are inserted between the ver-
tical main stays and then secured to the body
of the corset by means of stitching.

Instead of making the band orbelt of sepa-
rate sections I may unite each section by a

‘webbing or connecting piece which, when the

band is secured to the body of the corset

. SOMERS,
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stays, and in this way would a doubly secure
fastening be attained. N ?.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1,
represents a view in perspective of one side
of a corset having atfached thereto a waist-
band stay made and arranged in accordance
with my improvements. Fig. 2,1isa sectional
view thereof, taken on the linex—zx. Fig. 3,
is a similar view taken on the line y—v, and
showing the border or tape fastener for clos-

ing the ends of the vertically arranged bone-

pockets,as well as forming a meansof attach-
ment of the band to the corset body. Fig. 4,
is a view in detail showing the sections of in-
termediate vertical ribs; and their pockets
connected by a uniting strip or webbing which

‘may be employed in instances where it may

be desirable to manufacture the waist band
separately {rom the corset proper. Fig. 5,18
a sectional detail view representing the use
of the band shown in Fig. 4. |

The numeral 1, indicates the body portion

of the corset which is provided at the back |
-with the usual eyelets for lacing together the

two parts, and in the front with the usual
fastenings, as shown. The said body por-

~ tion is made up of a number of separate sec-
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tions 2, cut to the required shape and united
to the back or inner strip 3, and to the outer

or face strips 4, by means of stitching 5, sep- i

arate rows of stitching 6, being passed through
the strips 3 and 4, parallel with saidstitching
5,and thesaid strips 3 and 4,forming between
them pockets 7,1nto which the vertical main
stays 8, are received or inserted. Between

each of the rows of stitching 5 and 6, addi-

tional narrower or slender stays or reeds 9,
are also placed or inserted the pockets which
receive sald main stays or blades, as well as
those receiving the reeds 9, being closed at
the upper and lower ends either by cross-
stitching or otherwise. |

It isevident that while I have shown a par-
ticular kind of corset my invention may be
equally adapted to corsets of different or va-
rious kinds. |

A series of vertically arranged bones, reeds
or stiffeners 10, are inserted 1n vertical pock-
ets 11, which are formed between an inner
fabric 12, and an outer fabric or facing 13, by
vertical rowsof stitching 14, asshown. These
vertically arranged ribs are preferably made
up of separate sections a, b, ¢, and as will be
observed, the height of the outer ones of the
sections slightly increases outwardly toward
the front and back of the corset.
erable so as to give an equal conformity
throughout, and by so doing the shape of the
corset is maintained stiffer and stronger. The
ends of the vertical pocketsin the sectionsa,
b, ¢, are closed by means of longitudinal bor-

ders ortapes 15 and 16, which are stiteched onto

the outer side of the corset, as shown, and
which are fastened by a row of stitching 17,
passing through the fabries 12 and 13, as well
as the corset body, and another row of

Thisispref- |
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and the corset material only. In this way
the vertical bones, reeds, or stiffeners are pre-
served in place within their pockets while a
convenient fastening of the sections to the
corset body is obtained. As before stated,
and as herein shown, I may form the said

-waistband-stay of the separate sections a, b,
¢, each being composed o a series or number

75

of vertically disposed stiffeners, and the see-

tions joined together or connected by web-
bing d. If desired, this form of staying band

may be employed, in which case the connect-

ing webs d, would be of a width to extend

“over the mainstays, see Fig. 5, and bestitched

- down by means of the same vertical rows of

stitching which secures the main stay pock-
ets to the corset body. In this way the at-

“tachment of thesectionsa, b, ¢, would bemade

much stronger, and no interference would be
had with the insertion of the main stays or
with the proper action thereof. _

It 18 evident that the vertically disposed
ribs, bones, or stiffeners 10, could be varied
in height,aswell asin the width of space,which
divides or separates them. It isalso evident
that the ends of the pockets in which said
ribs, bones, or stiffeners are contained inay
be closed in a different way than by the use
of the border tapes. |

Other alterations and changes could be
made in the details of arrangement shown,

‘and therefore without limiting myself there-

to, I claim as my invention and ‘desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent— :

1. A corset having its side portions pro-
vided with vertical main stays, extending
from the top to the bottom edges and erossing
the waist line thereof, and separate series of
shorter vertical stays inclosed in pockets and
arranged between said main stays across the

~walst line of the corset, substantially as de-

scribed.

2. A corset having at its side portions ver-
‘tical main stays, and upon each side of each

maln stay a separate vertical stay, and pro-

vided with a series of shorter vertical stays,

at the waist line thereof, arranged between
sald sets of main stays, substantially as de-
scribed. |

3. A corset having its side portions at the

‘waistline provided with a series of short verti-
cal stays, eachstay beingin a separate pocket’

and each end of the pockets being closed by
a tape or binding, said pockets and binding
being secured to the body of the corset, sub-
stantially as described. |

4. A corset having its side portions made
up of body sections 2, and intermediate pock-

‘ets inclosing the main stays, each section 2,
‘having arranged thereon at the waist line of

the corset, and a series of short vertical stays,
inclosed in separate pockets, substantially as
deseribed. |

5. A corset having its side portions made
up of body seetions and main stay pocket
sections, said body sections being stiteched to

stitches17?, passing through the tape or border | the pocket sections at their respective edges,
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the main stay pocket sections being formed ] In 'testimony whereof I have signed my
into separate pockets by lines of stitching 6, | name to this specification in the presence of
and stays inserted in said pockets, and each | two subseribing witnesses.

body section having arranged thereon at the | JOHN K. ROSS.
5 waist line of the corset, a series of short ver- | Witnesses: -
tical stays inclosed in separate pockets, sub- Wum. F. LETT,

stantially as deseribed. | - . J. G. FITZPATRICK.
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