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BILLIARD-TABLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 498,049, dated May 283, 1893.

To all whom it may concerm:
- Be it known that I, PATRICK M. CUNNING-

- HAM, of Stamford, in the county of Fairfield |
and State of Connecticut, have invented a cer-
-tain new and useful Improvement in Billiard-

" Tables; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
~  lowing is a full, clear, and exact description

. of the same, reference being had to the ae-

. _companying drawings, forming part of this

i o “tbjejﬁ'speciﬁcation.
. Previous to my invention bevel billiard ta-

‘bles have been made some times, and mostly,

. with wooden corner-blocks, each of which

was finished up, exteriorly, so as to form a
~distinet and separate member of the design,

01’ exterior configuration of the table body;

and sometimes with the beveled broad-rails {

- meeting at the four corners of the table, so

- that the design, or exterior configuration, of
‘the table body presented but the four mem-
‘bers (composed of the four broad-rails) after
. the fashion somewhat of a picture frame in
. -appearance.
~the latter design, or appearance, has been pro-
-duced, the construction of the table has been
. sueh as to comprise the combination with the |

- meeting broad-rails at each corner of the ta-

In all cases, however, in which

= ~ble body, of a thin metallic plate interposed

“between the mitered ends of the broad-rails,
30 and having formed integrally with it a hori-
. - zontal plate-like portion for securement 1in

: place, in afirm manner,of thetableleg; while

f. - in all cases in which the former design of ta-
~ ble has been produced, wooden corner bloeks |

'léfﬁ'?f.':?:;;'.-3.5]' have been employed. Such wooden corner-

© - blocks are not, however, adapted to the con-

- struction of a bevel table of the first named
. pattern, or design, and the construction of the
| - same, with metallic plates and with the meet-

40 ing and mitered endsof the broad-railsbolted
- together as heretofore, is seriously defective

' andobjectionablein a practical point of view,

i ~mainlyonaccount of the liability of the broad-

" ;::__3'_:;,-:rails to warp and get out of perfect shape at
- 45 the vicinity of the mitered joints, at the table

My invention has for its main object to

corners.

provide for use billiard tables of that style,

-or pattern, in which the broad-rails meet at

o 50 thé corners of the body, thus making a design
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‘much admired and wanted), which shall be
better and more durably constructed than
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any heretofore manufactured; and to this

‘main end and object my invention may be 55

‘said to consist, essentially, in the combina- =
‘tion, with the, meeting, broad-rails, of a bevel |
‘table, of wooden corner-blocks arranged in-
teriorly of the broad rails, and permanently .
| united, in pairs, to the end broad-rails; the 6o .
| side broad-rails being bolted to said pairs of
corner-blocks, and thereby heldin union with
perfect miter joints, with the mitered endsof

‘the end broad-rails; all as will be hereinatter =~
‘more fully explained, and as willbe more par- 65 = =~
ticularly pointed out in the claim of this speet-
fication. | | | o
- To enable those skilled in the art to which =~
my invention relates to fully understandand =
‘practice the same, I will now proceed to more 0 .

fully describe the same refering by letters to
the accompanying drawings which form part

of this specification, and in which I have
shown my invention carried outin precisely
‘the form in which I have, so far, practically 75
‘applied it, in the manufacture of bevel tables. .

‘In the drawings, Figure 1, is a top view of

so much of the body-portion of a table as is

necessary to be shown, to fully illustrate my o

novel construction. Fig.2,1s a verticalcross 8;;'-_;;_ B
section of the same, at the line z, x,of Fig.1.
Fig. 3, is a section at the line y, ¥, of Kig. 1, -

taken in aline parallel with the oblique plane
of the side broad-rail. | -

In the several figures the same part will be 85 : .
found always designated by the same refer- = =
“ence letter. - | e
A is the wooden corner block, whichis made, -~

of course, with the grain of the stock running

about horizontally, so that its upper surface go
‘may be flush with the top surfaces of the -~

broad-rails and will remain so during any

shrinkage of parts of the table body. Pref-

erably, this corner-block A is composed of

a series of thicknesses of wood, disposed in g5

horizontal planes, and glued together, and I

also prefer to make it without any joint, at e

the angle, or corner, 0.

Cis one of the end broad-rails which, as

surface of the block A, and has its end cut

RN ;-;Z_inmlvingonly four members (astyleof table l.__on a perfect miter (of forty-five degrees) that

| shown, is glued fast to one oblique exterior 100



IO

starts, at its inner edge, on a line perfectly
coincident with theoblique corner, orouter an-
gle, of the block A; while D isone of the side

broad-rails. This rail D has its end cut fto

form a perfect meeting,on a miter joint, with

the end of rail €, and it is provided with an

interiorly arra,nn'ed block, or projecting por-

tion, E, through which pass two (more, or less)
bolts f,, £, the inner threaded ends of which
engage with nuts ¢, ¢, that are let into the
corner block A, all as plainly indicated in the
drawings.

The corner - block is provided, about as
usnal with other forms of wooden corner-
block, with a reinforcing angle block G, and

_a bottom block I, the latter of which restson
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top of one of the cornerlegs of the table, and
through both of which passes the usua,l leg
bolt,orscrewrod. Through theblock H passes
a houzontal bolt I, the inner, threaded, end
of which engages Wlth a nut let into the lower
portion of the side, broad-rail D, the function
of which bolt is to aid in effeetmn* a, perfectly
firm and durable retention, in 1e1at1ve POsi-

tion, of the said broad-i all and the corner- |

block A.
The nntered end of the I'E:Lll D 1e mowded

centmlly of the railas to the thlekneee of the |

latter, and running nearly the whole width of

the rall end Whlch tenon engages with a per-

fect fit, & mortise in the mltered end of the
rail O the office of said I]]OI‘tlS@ and tenon, on

these parts being to insure the 1etent10n in |

the deelred relative position,of the parts com-

posing the miter joint between the side and

the end broad-rails. Inlieu of seld tenon and
mortise, a series of dowels may be used, but

I have found the special construction shown’"

to be, in practice, the better one.

It will be seen that in a table of the design
shown and described, I am enabled, by the

construction shown, to render the table, when

~ put together, or set up for use, capable of

better ma,mta,mmcr itself, under all circum-

- stances; in the perfeeted condition (as the

miter joints at the corners of the body) in
whicli the table is made, or turned otit of the
factory, than is posmble in the case of tables |

408,049

of this style as heretofore constructed; be-
cause the, abutting, miter ends of the broad

rails ecan be drawn and held together with a

perfect and enduring fit. The mitered end

‘surfaces of the bload rails having been per-
fectly fitted together, and pr ovided with the
“mortise and _tenen.(er the equivalent there-

of) these parts are drawn and held together
in forcible contact by the bolts 7, f, so that

~an absolutely perfect and enduring joint is
formed. There is no possible danger of any

opening of the joint after the table has been

‘set up forany length of time, since the wooden

parts bolted ton*ethe_l have the grains running
in the direction of the securing bolts, whieh

in setting up the table, force and hold the

parts towether under considerable strain, or
pressme, endwise of themselves, and of the

grains of the wooden parts thus clamped to-
ﬂ'ether

Variations in the emes, proportions, and

tion, the gist of which lies in the idea of a

50
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‘minor details may, of course, be made with-
out departing from the SplI‘ll} of my inven-

table of the style, or pattern, set forth; hav-

ing wooden corner-blocks arranwed whollv 11-

75

ter101ly of the table body, and secured perma- |

nently, in pairs, to the end broad-rails, and

“having the sideé rails boltéd thereto, and mi-
‘tered to the énds of the end ralls in substan-
tially the manner described.

What I therefore elaim as riew, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—
In a billiard table of that ﬂeswn in whlch

80

the body comprises only four, broad rall; inem-

~bers, the combination, with s.—ud broad-lalls

of wooden corner- bloeks 1ocated within the
body of the table; permanently seciifed, in

pairs, to the end rails; dnd having the Slde '

rails bolted thereto and mltered to the end

rails; all Substa,ntlally as he1embef01e set

forth.

In withess whereof I liave hereunto st my
hand thIS 14th day of May, 1892. |

‘P. M. CUNNINGHAM.

In plesenee of—
IIOFFMANN BEACH,
M. E. FOXTEN.
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