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To all whom ¢ may CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, HENRY PURCELL, a citi-
zen of the United Sta,tes, residing at New Mad-
rid, in the county of New Madrid and State of
Mlssourl have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Washboards; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the. invention, such as
willenable others skilled in the art to whleh 113
a,pperta,ms to make and use the same.

My invention relates to wash-boards, and
its object i1s to provide a wash-board, in
‘which the rubbing surface may be Ilﬂ‘ld or
movable, and fo prowde a board whmh may
be reversed for use on either side. Its rub-

L[O

bing surface is adapted to be made rigid so

that heavy articles, such as blankets, may be
thoroughlyrubbed andcleansed. Therubbing
surface is also adapted to be made movable

20 S0 that such articles as underwear, shirts,

and the like may be rubbed without danger

of tearing off the buttons and other attaeh-

“ments.

To these ends my invention consists of cer-
tain features of construction to be kereinafter
described and then specifically claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an elevation of my improved wash-board, and
Fig. 2 is a section on line o—x thereof.

30 @, a’,indicate the side-bars of the wash-
board and b, b’, upper and lower tie-rods, re-
speetwely wher eby the side-bars are con-
nected to provide a rigid frame. The side-
bars of the frame may be moved toward or

35 from each other by means of two pairs of
of the upper tie-rod. The nuts ¢ screw

against the outer sides of the side-bars a, o/,

and the nuts d against their inner sides.

On the screw-threaded ends f of the lower
tie-rod b are two pairs of nuts g, A, similar to
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the nuts on the upper tie-rod. Nuts g screw

against the outer sides of the side-bars, and
nuts A against their inner sides. By means of

the inner set of nuts the side-bars are held

from inward movement, and by means of the

outer set they are held from outward move-

- ment, and all parts of the frame held rigid. |
By proper adjustment of the nuts the sule-

5o bars may be adjusted-inwardly or outwardly.
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nuts, ¢ and d, on the screw- threaded ends e

|

| one of the side-bars, and dlscennected from

Spmdles i project from one of the side-bars,
being fixed securely therein, but the other
elde-bar is not secured thereto, it being pro-
vided with openings to receive thelr free

ends. - Part of Fig.1 is broken away toshow 55

‘this construetion, the end 7 of the upper spin-

dle being fixed 1;0 the side-bar a’, and the
free end k being received by an opening!/in
the side-bar @. Fitted on these spindles ¢
IS a series of cylindrical sleeves or rollers
m,theirinternal diameters beingconsiderably
larger (shown about twice as large) than the
diameters of thespindles. This construction -
permits the sleeves or rollers to freely turn
on the spmdles when desired. 'When the side-
bars a, a’, are adjusted inwardly by means of
the nuts, they are forced against the ends of
the sleeves or rollers m, and the latter cannot
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turn, whereby a rigid rubbmﬂ' surface 18 pro-

vided. The ontward ad;mstment of the side-
bars withdraws them from contact with the
ends of the sleeves orrollers, so that they are
permitted to turn freely, and provide a roll-
ing or movable rubbing surface. |

Ha,vmcr thus deserlbed my invention, what
I claim as new 1s—

- 1. A wash-board comprising side- bars, tie-
rods connecting the side-bars, adjusting nuts
on the tie-reds located on the opposite sides
of and for adjusting the side-bars in or out,
and sleeves or rollers on the spindles, adapted
to-be fixed against rotation or permitted free
movement accordmg to the adjustment of the
side-bars substantially as set forth.

2. A wash-board comprising side-bars, tie-
rods connecting the side-bars and prowded
with serew- threaded ends, nuts on said ends
for adjusting the side-bars, spindles fixed to
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the other, and sleeves or rollers on the spin- go
dles, ada,pted to be fixed against rotation or
permitted free rotation by the proper adjust-
ment of the side-bars substantially as set, |
forth.
In testimony whereof T affix my swnaturem 95
presence of two witnesses.
HENRY PURCELL.
‘Witnesses: |
GEO. L. WHEELOCK

S. A. TERRY.
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