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To all whom it may concern:
De it known that I, ROBERT J. CHIPMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the

city of Patersonm, county of Passaic, and State

of New Jersey, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Parlor Game-Boards, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of parlor
games for recreation and amusement wherein
a cortain amount of skill as well as chanceis
a factor, and consistsof a board covered with
cloth or baize similar to a billiard or baga-
telle table, upon which spherical balls are
struck by a playing-ball propelled by the
force of an adjustable spring device similar

~ to a toy cannon,in the barrel of whieh a rod

is inserted that is drawn out by the hand and

. returned by the contraction of an india rub-
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ber band spring which gives the blow the nec-
essary amount of force. The spring cue or
shooting device beinglocated on a transverse
bed and adjusted pivotally as well as later-
ally, is capable of precise adjustment with

reference to the playing ball or one that may

be colored different from the others which
are all similar,so that a person skilled in the
game may obtain success with a degree of

- certainty similar to an expert billiard player.
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- number is recorded upon a board arranged l
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The shooting device being at one end of thp._
board, at the other a number of receiving

holes with shutters and pockets are formed,
to receive the balls as they are played, there
being the same number of holes and pockets
as there are balls. HEach of the pockets is
arranged so that when a ball is driven into
it, the ball is received on a shelf which by
the added weight of the ball descends below
the level of the table and by means of mech-
anism which will be hereinafter deseribed

ralses an enlarged part upon which a number

18 affixed which denotes the points gained by
the player for that shot or play, and such

with holes and pegs similar to a cribbage
board one of which is located on each side
of the board 1n a convenient position and so
marked thata numberof players’ scores may
be kept at thesame time. When all the balls
are played, those that have entered the pock-
ets are counted as their respective number
denotes and scored to that player’s account,
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frap formed convenie‘ntly'in the back of the
board for such purpose, and are given to the

next player for his use. The playing or col- 55 -

ored ball does not count should it by chance

enter a pocket. | - ‘
My invention may be more clearly under-
stood by reference to the drawings accompa-
nying this specification in which— = '
Figure 1, represents a perspective view of
a board with the spherical balls,shooting de-

vice, and two balls pocketed with their num- -

bers indicated, as it would appear during the
progress of a game. Fig. 2, represents a cross
soction of part of board showing one of the
pockets with a ball entered and the index
raised, the trap or door for removal of the
balls being open.
sectional view of the spring shooting device
with its pivoted carriage in pivotal adjust-
ment in the transverse slide which is a part

Fig. 3,18 a longitudinal

6o

of the playing board. Fig.4,is a part see-

tional elevation of the back of the end of the
playing board showing two pockets one of
which is filled and the humber recorded the
other empty awaiting a ball. -
- Similar letters have reference to similar
parts. | | -
I will now deseribe the construction of my

newly invented parlor game board.

A represents a board covered with cloth or
baize provided at each edge with a raised
edge or guard A* which may be covered with

cloth or provided with an india rubber cush-

ion similar to a billiard table upon the outer
sides of which at the lower end is upheld by
brackets B°®a perforated counting or tally
board B similar to a cribbage board having
holes B’ in which are inserted the pins or
pegs B® in the usual manner. At the lower

or playing end of the board A Fig.1ata lower

75

ol

DO

level is located a transverse guide F provided

with a slot F’ formed crosswise of the board
and extending its width in which the pivot
E= of the carriage C’ of the shooting device
C 18 located, being held in loose contact by
the washer F° and rivet or serew F* which is
properly secured on the under side .of the
slide. Pivoted upon the carriage C’is a bar-
rel or tube C within which a rod C2 provided
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with a suitable handle C*moves freely to and

fro. The lower or under side of the breech

when they are removed through a door-wayor | end has a slot C°formed to allow a pin or hook
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C® which is fastened to the rod C° to traverse
freely as the rod is drawn out or returned in
the operation of discharging. A similar pin
or hook C7 is properly secured to the under
side of the front tube as shown in Fig. 3.
Stretched upon the hooks or pins C* C? is an
elastic rubber band or ring C® which by its
contraction keeps the rod C® inclosed within
the barrel C and Dby its extension when the
rod C®is drawn out gives sufficient tension to
cause the rod C®to return with such force as
to strike the ball either with violence or gen-

- tly as the player may desire.
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Near the lower end of the board and rest-

ing upon its surface is a wire rod N which i8
secured to the side of the board A* A* which
forms a stop for the playing ball when placed
in front of the shooting device. A short dis-
tance from the wire rod N at some regulated
distance from the lower end is marked a
transverse line I. either chalked or painted

upon which the spherical balls 1I” are placed

when about to be shot at by the playing

ball H. o _ | -
At the upper end of the board and facing

the player is arranged a system of holes D

formed in a raised portion G’ of the end of
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.usual manner.

the board, the top cap G of which is perforated

with a number of square holes in which fit

loosely square sliding blocks or shutters E
upon the front and back sides of which are
certain numbers printed or painted, which

‘are concealed when the shutter or block E’

is down and the pocket is empty, and exposed
when the shutter or block &' rises upon a
ball being pocketed Figs.T and 4. The shut-
ter or block E slides freely upon and down
between the partitions forming the pockets
and is balanced upon one end ¢’ of a wire
lever ¢ which is secured loosely in a  slot
formed in the lower under side bf the block

'E’ and fastened by the pina’. Thelever ¢is

pivoted upon a serew f which is inserted in

" the back of the frame G’ Fig.2. A stop pin
a regulates the height to which the shutter or

block E is permitted to rise. To the other

end of thelevereis pivoted asunitable jointand
one end of a vertical wire rod ¢* thelower end

of which is secured to the shelf ¢® which re-
ceivestheballs when they are pocketed. The
back is inclosed by the casing K*? and K° to
which the door K is hinged by hinges K*and
secured by a button or turnbuckle in the
The door K is provided with
conical holes K’ formed opposite each parti-
tion A? or shelf ¢® which are intended to re-
ceive the balls H’ when the door K is lowered
and the balls are rolled off the shelf é°

I will now proceed to describe the use of my
new parlor game.

The number of balls used to play the game
consists of eight whiteorcolorless ballsandone

red one corresponding to the number of pock-

ets located at the end of the board to receive
them when played. In playing the game a

white ball H’ is placed upon the line L and

the red one H placed in contact in any lateral
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position with the wirerod N. The shooting de-

vice is then so adjusted that the nozzle touches
the red ball IT at any angle the player may
choose, to propel the ball II’ toward a hole
D. The rod C®is then drawn partially out
extending the rubber spring C° and being let.
go the spring quickly returns the rod C’ the
point of which striking the red ball H propels

.it along the table striking the white ball H'

which also is propelled by the blow given and
entering a hole D falls upon theskafte which
descends by the added weight and by means
of the rod 2 lever ¢ and pivots e’ and f raises
the block or shutter E and exhibits the num-
ber of ihe pocket which the ball has entered.
The other white balls are thus played in a
similar manner until all are used. Those that
remain on the board not pocketed may not
be shot at after the last ball hes been placed
ontheline .. Thosethatarelefton the board
at the last shot are removed and the numbers
on the shutters exposed, counted and added
up and recorded by the peg B? placed in the
holes B’ of the tally board B. The door K i3
then opened and falling down asin Fig. 2 the
pocketed balls roll off of their shelves ¢° and
fall into the holes K’ formed to receive them
in the door K from which they are removed

‘and the door K reclosed aud fastened. The
raised shutters E are then pressed down cov-

ering up the numbers and raising the shelves

e3 as before deseribed when the board isready

for the next player to make his score and the
operations repeated. S
Should the red ball enter a hole it is not
counted and should two white cnes enter one
pocket only one is counted. '
Having described the use and construction

of my newly-invented parlor game, what I

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is as follows: ' ' '

1. A game played upon a board of the con-
struction described with eight white ballsand
one red ball propelled by a pivotally adjust-
able spring shooting device, the adjustment
being transversely, vertically and angular in
combination with a system of holes or pock-
ets provided with automaticindicatorsornum-

bered blocks orshutterssubstantially asspeci-

fied. |

- 2. The combination of a game playing board
having scoring tables or tally boards located
on each side and secured to the same, at one
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end a transverse slidewith slot to receiveand

retain loosely the pivot of a carriage upon
which is mounted by trunnions a shooting
device consisting of a barrel within which a
rod is loosely located to which a hook or pin
is secured, and which slides in a slot formed
to receive it in the breech end of the barrel,
a rubber ring or elastic spring being secured
to the same and another similar hook or pin
located on the under side of the nozzle or
mouth end, to which the rubber ring is also
secured forming atension spring between the
barrel or shooting device and the rod, a num-
ber of holes or pockets located at the other
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- ing balls and index blocksor nnmbered shut-
ters operated by the entrance of the ballsinto
~the holes or pocketssubstantially asspecified.
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end of the,boa',rd to receive and retain play-.

3. A playing board or game board having

at one end a shooting device, at the sides tally

boards and at the other end a raised portion

~_which is divided into certain number of pock-
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ets or cells by partitions being provided with
entrance holes and balanced shelves pivot-
ally connected with numbered blocks which
are raised by the descent of the shelf whena

ball rests upon it after passing through the |

hole formed to receive it in the front of the
end of board, & door located transversely

hinged to the back of the frame of the table

,pr&vided with button or securing device and

having a number of conical holes formed op-
posite each pocket or cell to receive the balls

while removing them from the shelves, said zo

~.3

board being provided with stop wire orrod - =

and a starting line properly located and
marked, a certain number of white or color-
less balls and one red, blue or other colored
ball, being used for the purpose of playing
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the game, substantially as and for the pur-

pose specified. ._ - .
- ROBERT J. 'CHIPMAN._ |
Witnesses: . -
W. NELSON, -
JNO. S. MUSCHEMP, |
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