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| nwented a certain new and useful Improve-
nment in House Mail-Boxes, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription,
1eference bemfr had to the accompanying
- drawings, forming part of this specification.

o
- papers as delivered by mail-carriers, and my

invention consists in features of novelty here- |
inafter fully desenbed and pomted out inthe
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To all whom zt TOLY COTLCETTL, !

- Be it known that I, Joux RINGEN of the
city of St. Louis,in the btate of M1sqou11, have

My invention relates to an improved box

for holding letters and papers, and which is

deswned to be used to hold such 1ettels and

claims.

Figurel is afront elevatmn of my 1mprm ed

box. Tig. IT is a vertical section, taken on

line II—-—-—II Fig. I. Fig.III is an edge view.

Fig. IV is a detall view. Fig. V is a front

view, showingthe box attached to a door and

1llustrating how the door jamb is utilized to
keep the box from being opened until the

door 1s opened. Fig. VI is a horizontal sec-
‘tion, taken on line VI—-—--—VI Fig. V. Fig. VII

is a flont view, 11111st1at1nw h()w the bo*i may

- be opened When the dom to which it is se-

cured is open.

Referring to the drawings, 1 1ep1 esents the

box, prefelably provided ‘at the back with

-leS or flanges 2, which rest against the house
door, or othel ob]ect to whmh the box is se-
cured, permitting the free escape of moist-
ure. and permlt,tmrr the box to be secured

astride a, molding or other 1rreﬂulm Smface
on the door.

5 18 a cap eovelmwthe upper end or mouth'

" 4 of the box and which is pivoted to the box

a0

at 5, 80 that it can be raised up to insert the

1etters in the box.
6 represents- a series of fingers auanﬂ'ed

across the upper end of the bo:s: to prevent___'

possibility of letters being removed without

- opening the box. These ﬁngels fit in slots or

‘openings 7 in an inwardly extending bulge 8

of the upper end of the back 9 of the box.
10 is a plate secured totheback of the box,

- and which, with the bulge 8 forms a chamber
11 in Whlch fit the enla,rﬂ*ed ends 12 of the

| ﬁnﬂ'ers 0.

It will be seen that the fingers 6
o come in contact at 13 with the front14 of the
box, and prevent the removal of the letters,

for this reason:

front of the box with a perforated ear
receive a lock 21, as shown, but 01d111ar11y_

a letter by inserting an instrument, as thelet-

pivot 15. The1e is an advantage in thus pw-

and 1t would be extremely difficult to remove

ter would be apt t0 come against the freeends
of the fingers and moving them outward
against the point 13 of the front of the box
;‘W@Uld prevent the removal of the letter.
The front 14 of the box is hinged at one
| corner, as shown at 15, so thatto open the box
the front has to be moved into the position
shown in Fig. VII, the front turning on the

.55.._ B

6o

oting the front of the box (wheﬂ the opening =

of the frontis toserve as an access to the box)
‘The box is intended to be 65
{ secured to a house door and to avoid the

‘necessity of providing a lock to the box, it is |
secured to the hinged side of the door, with

one side. of the box close up an'amst the

door jamb. The door of the box can only

be openead in the direction of the arrow, Iig.

VY, it being held from movement on its pwot'
in the other direction by any suitable means,
such, for instance as a rabbet 18 on the edge

of thlS side of the box, which projects beyoud
or flush with the outer surface of the door.

The box being thus secured to the house door,

and the house’_ door being closed, it will _be |

seen that the jamb 17 will prevent any possi-
bility of the front of the box being opened, as
it will ecome in contact with the jamb 17,

5
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When the door16 isopened on its hinges, the

box will be moved away from the d001 ;Jamb

50 thatits front ecan be thrown up, as shown

in Hig. VII and access to the box thus ob-
tamed

and for this reason I have provided thebody
of the box with a perforated ear 19, and the

such a lock Would be unnecessary, in view of

the lock which is afforded by pivoting the

front of the box as descubed and securing

| the box to the house door in the: p051t1011;'
stated. |
The box will be fastened to the door by -

SCrews pa.ssmn' through its back 9, see Fig.
VIL |
The front of the box is preferably plowded. |
with a glass 22 protected by a shield 23, so

It might, in some instances, be desirable to |
lock the box independently of the house door,
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‘that the presence of lettersin the box can be

observed without opening the box. In prac-
tice I prefer to form the frent 14 of the box
in one part with theside 14*, as shown in Fig.
V1, but it is evident that the side 142 of the

box may be formed integral with the back 9,

1f preferred.
14° represents a projection on the front of

the box, or on the side 14°%, which may be

grasped in opening the front.

24 represents a diagonally extending plate -
secured across the front of the box, a,nd be-

tween which and the box there is a space 25
(see Fig. VI), for holding papers or printed
matter. The plate 24 is secured at its ends
to the side a,nd bottom so as to form a space

for the pivoted front 14 to swinginto and out

of, there being a free opening between the box

and the lower end of theplate forthe passage
{ space between the plate 24 and the box, sub-

of the front.

It is evident that the fingers 6 might be re--
pre-.
| plate 9 formed with the slotted bulged por-

versed so that their free ends wonld be
sented toward the back wall of the box in-

stead of toward the front wall, as shown in the:
drawings,

I clalm as my invention—

1. ‘A mail box having a pivoted front, piv-.
oted at onecornertoswing in a plane parallel.
with itsface, in combmatmn with a door jamb;

sald box bemﬂ' secured to the door adJﬂeent
to the jamb, wheleby the door Ja,mb can be
utilized to hold thefront of the box in closed .
position, substantially as set forth.

|

2. A maﬂ box to be secured to a door close |
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fothedoor jamb and having an eccentrically 35
swinging front pivoted in onecorner, in combi-
nation with the doorjamb for holding the front
in locked position, substantially as set forth.

3. A mail box to be secured to a doorclose
to the door Jamb and havingan eccentrically 4o
swinging front, pivoted tothe upper corner of
the side of the box farthest fromthe jamb in
combination with the door jamb which en-

gages the swinging front and secures it in
closed position, bubstantla,ll y as set forth.

4. 1'he combination of the mail box, the
plate 24 extending diagonally across the face
of the box and secured to one side and the
bottom of the box so as to afford a space for
the reception of the papers and the passage 5o
of the pivoted front,and an eccentrically piv-

45

oted front or door 14 pivoted atits upper cor-

ner and adapted to swing intoand out of the

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
9. In a mail box, the combination of the

55

tion 8 at its upper end, the fingers 6 project-

1 1ng through the slots of the bulged portion 8

| and having heads 12 resting in said bulged 6o
| portion, a plate 10 covering the bulged por-
tion,and asuitable mail opening at the upper
end of the box, substantially as set forth.

JOHN RINGEN.

In presence of—
EO0. H. KNIGHT,
ED. S. KNIGHT.
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