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To all whom it ma; Y COncerm:
Be it known that I, WiILLIAM A. VAWTER,

- of Chicago, in the eounty of Cook and State

of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mailing Bags or Envel-

opes; and Ido hereby declare thdt the follow-
ing isa full,clear, and exact deseription there-

ef reference being had to the accompanying

-_drawmﬂ*e, and to the letters of reference

IO

marked thereon, which ferm a part of this
specification.

~This invention relates to that class of en-~
- Velopes, bags or packages usually cemnosed-

of paper a,nd provided at or near the mouth

with a flexible metallic strip adapted to be
folded over the mouth and secured thereto |
at its ends to close the mouth; and it relates

~more particularly to the eenstruetlen of the

20

‘envelopeat its mouth where the said metallic
strip is attached, whereby the said mouth may

- be opened freely without tearing the same

away from the metallic strip, as wﬂl be here- |

inafter more fully explained.

of envelopes has been due to the fact that the

metallic strip while flexible has been more or
less non-yielding and when the fingers were
placed at the upper edges of the bag adjacent

- to the mouth and compressed for the purpose
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of opening the same, the said upper edge
- would tend to tear away from the non-bend-

~ ing metallic strip, and to obviate this it was

38

- the same.

pr eposed to secure to one side of the envelope

- near its mouth a tongue which should extend
away from the meuth of the bag and above
To the upper end of this tongue

- the metallic strip was secured by being folded

. within it, and ir that case the bag could be
compr essed at its edges and the mouth opened.
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while the tongue and the metallic strip would
remain preetlee_llv straight. "T'hisform of en-

velope is more or less expensive owing to the
- extraworkinvolvedinsecuring theadditional
~ flap or tongue to the envelope, and to avoid -

this a,ddltmnal expense it was proposed to ex-

tend one side of the envelope above themouth

~ thereof and secure thereto a metallic strip

~ that was more flexible in its central portion
than at its ends, the strip being either perfo-
rated centrally, slit or narrowed, as conven-

501

ient., 'This form of eonetructlon answers the

.'1

bags will grasp theends of the meta,llie strip

betweeu the fingersin order o open the mouth

of the bag. Ase matter of fact, hewevee the

bags when in use are handled roughly and
‘unless the very toughest of paper is employed

§5

it is found that when persons take hold of

the bag at the mouth immediately below the
metelhe strip and . press the edges together

‘for the purpose of opening the mouth ef the

o

bag the same objections heretofore first point-

| ed out exist and the metallic strip becomes
separated from the bag and the bag becomes

useless. Tough papercannot always be used

as 1n many ef the uses to which mailing bags

are put a very light paper is desweble |

To overcome the above objections and at

the same time make a very eheaply con-
structed article I have produced the inven-

‘tion now to be described and which will be_

pointed out in the appended claims.

“0

In the drawings in Figure 1 I have Illus- | _
trated a blank sp1ea,d upon and ready to be

| put together into an envelope embedymcr my
One objection found in the use of this class

view the methed of opemnﬂ' the mouth of the
bag. Fig. 3 illustrates in a. S1m11ar view the

baﬂ closed ready for the mail. Fig.4isade-
80

tail illustrating a modification.
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_mwentwn Fig. 2 illustrates in a perspective

Let A represent the blank of the b&ﬂ‘ proper .

which when folded upon the scored lmes a

will eome together, as illustrated better in
Fig. 2, the 'uppel edﬂ'es a° of the blank form-
ing one side of the mouth, as shown.

Lhel side of the mouth is formed by extend-

'The-

ing a portion of the blank upwardly into a .

tenﬂ'ue o’, which tongue is slightly greater in

1e110*th than the Wldth of the bag. -

Bis a metallic strip of any sultable metal
of sufficient degree of flexibility to enable it
to be folded by hand and yet possessing suf
ficient rigidity to remain folded as against
accidental dlspla,eement

metal 1s well known

in the art. The metal

may be imperforate throughont its len gthand
of equal rigidity or. ﬂ@KlbllIty throuﬂ'hout 18

length. The strip B is placed, as showu upon

| the tongue a® at its lowermost pertmn SO as
The
upper portion of the tongue « is then folded -
over the strip B so as te completely conceal

to be ed;]eeeut to the mouth of the bag.

This qua,ll y of

go
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the same and the extreme outer portion of the

. purpoee very well p10V1ded the users of the | S&ld tenn'ue aﬁ will then extend downwmdly:_ .




I0

at b’ and 0%

into the bag, as shown by the dotted line b in

Fig.1 and as shown in full lines in Fig. 2, and |
18 secured thereto by glue or otherwise.
enable those portions of the blank which come

To

together to form one side of the bag to be
folded upon the scored line ¢ a 1 slit the blank

tongue a?, to wit, that portion that folds into

 the ba,n' below the metallic strip B, I have des-

wna,ted by the letters C and ¢ ¢ and call the

'same the stay or reinforcing strip. The parts
¢ ¢ extend around the ends of the mouth of |

the bag and reinforce the sides thereof upon

~ their inner surfaces at the very points where

the fingers of the hand take hold of the bag in
order tocompress it and open the mouth there-

- of,asshown in Fig. 2. With this econstruction

- 20
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it will be noticed that by compressing the
mouth of the bag as shown in Fig. 2 the same
will not be torn away from the paper tongue |
portion within which the metallic strip B is -

secured, and hence a lighter quality of and a

cheaper paper may be used in the construe-
This construction also en-
ables me to fold and make the bag very much
more quickly, and by using an 1mperf01a‘re |
strip of metal B of aniform size or gage
throughout its length I also make a saving ;
therein over previous manufactures. Inprac-

tion of the bag.

tice I find this style of envelope possesses

~great utility and is very advantageous.
- In someinstances I may makea separate re-

inforeing strip C ¢ cof thesame ora heavier pa-
per than the body of the bag,and pasteit upon
the strip shown herein. 1 may also use other
material than heavier paper, such as cloth,
and may extend the separate strip ¢ ¢ only a
short distance on each side of each corner of

the mouth of the bag, as, for instance, from |

The outermost portion of the |

497,037

‘hand of Fig. 2, to the dotted line marked ¢*in
said figure; the particular purpose of the con-
struction | deseribed being to give great
strength tothe bag at the cornersof themouth,
or in other words, at the pointq where the
mouth of the bag-and the metal strip B are con-

nected. Ido not therefore desire to belimited
to any particular material or to the particular
configuration of the strengthening strip.

| VVhat I claim as my mventlou 18—
1. A bag or envelope provided at one side
of its mouth with an extension or tongue, a

pliable metallic sirip secured to the tongue,
8aid strip being of greater length than the
width of the bag, and a reinforce extending

within the mouth of the bag from said strip

| the end of the piece marked c at the right 40
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or tongue and overlapping the corners of said

mouth substantially as described.
2. A_ bag or mailing envelope havmg one of

its sides extended'above its mouth to form a

00

tongune of greaterlength than the width of the

bag, a pliable metallie sftrip also of greater
length than the width of the bag secured to
the tongue adjacent to the mouth of the bag

by the folding of the upper portion of said

tongue oversaid strip, the extremeupper por-
tion of said tongue extending below said pli-
able strip when folded and being secured by

glue or otherwise to the inside of the bag at
each corner of 1its mouth, substantially as
shown and for the purpose specified. =

- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

of two witnesses.

- WILLIAM A. VAWTER.

Withesses: '
TAYLOR K. BROWN,
ROBERT J. COPELAND.
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my invention I affix my signature in presence
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