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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, WILLIAM Q. PREWITT, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Lex-
ington, in the county of Fayette and State of
Kentucky, have invented ecertain new and
useful Improvements in Contacts for Under-
vround Eleetric Railways; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, elear, and

~ exact description of the invention, such as
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will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.
In under-ground electric railways where
trolleys are carried atthe end of a shank con-
siderable trouble, damage to apparatus, and
delay in traffic ensues upon the derailment or

ofber accident to the car—the shank and its

attached parts becoming twisted and entan-
gled in the slot or conduit. _ '
The object of my invention is to preclude
the possibility of these annoyances; and to
this end my invention consists in providing a
detachable trolley carrying apparatus.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
illustrates a side elevation of an apparatus
embodying my invention. FKig. 2 illustrates

a c¢ross section of a conduit with my contact

apparatus in edge elevation. Fig. 3 is a side

- view showing the apparatus in its detaching
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lateh armsorlevers /.

position; and Fig. 4 is a perspective view
illustrating the form of the end of the shank.

The letter A designates the shank which {
may be secured to the car in any approved
manner, and B the detachable trolley or con-

tactframe. The bodyof theframe has brack-
ets b extending horizountally from its sides.
Upon these brackets are secured arms ¢ car-
rying yielding supports d for the trolleys d’

which normally engage the conductors p in

the roof of the condnit. The arms ¢ are in-
sulated from the brackets b by meanrs of non-
conductors of electricity m interposed be-
tween the connected parts. Binding posts n
are attached to’or form a partof armse.

Extending from opposite edges of the body
of the frame are ears 0 in which are pivoted
These latech arms have
projections ¢ at their lower ends which limit
their outward movement and set screws r

- which limit their inward movement. Hooks

‘the springs.

h are formed on the latch arms to engage

notches 7 in the edges of the shank. The up-

‘per partsof thelatch arms diverge outwardly

and have rounded T-shaped extremities /’.

‘The lateh arms are drawn toward each other

and are held with their hooks % in notches 4
of the shank by means of springs s.

~ In assembling the parts the frame A is
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pushed up on the shank and the inclined sur-

faces 1, below the motches 7, acting against
the upper sides of the hooks % foree the lateh
arms asunder.
notches they are drawn and held therein by
The conducting wires p’ for the
motor are properly insulated and passed down
through holes in the shank and their ends

are detachably secured in the binding posts

n. The current from the conductors p passes
through the supports d, arms ¢, binding posts
n, and wires p’ to the motor on the car.

~When a car furnished with my contact

leaves the track the apparatus is pulled up

| against.the roof of the conduit which sepa-
rates the arms / and allows the apparatus to

fall to the floor uninjured. The derailed ear
may then be coupled to another and drawn
to the shed. -The detached contact on the

When the hooks reach the -
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floor of the conduit will not interfere with

the passage of other cars, and it may be read-
1ly removed when desired. 2

What I claim, a,nd_;désir_e to sécure by Let—'

ters Patent, is— | _
1. In a contact apparatus, a shank, a con-

tact device, and an automatically operable
latch for connecting the contact device with

the shank. S _
2. In a contact apparatus, a shank, a frame
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having a contact device thereon, and a latech
for holding said frame detachably engaged

with the shank, and adapted to be automati-

cally operated by contact with the conduit to
‘release the frame, substantially as deseribed.

3. In a contact apparatus, a shank, a con-
tact supporting frame detachable thereon, a
lever pivoted to said frame and constructed
to engage sald shank to hold the frame in
place and also construected so as to be disen-

Q0

gaged from the shank by contact with the

conduit, substantially as deseribed.




4, In a contact apparatus, a shank havinga | In tesﬁmony whereof I affix m

noteh, a contact supporting frame detachably
connected therewith, and a lever pivoted to

the frame and adapted to engage said notch

5 to hold the frame in place and also to be re-

~leased from said notch, substantially as de-
scribed. |
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_ _ y signature in
presence of witnesses. | :

| WILLIAM Q. PREWITT.
Witnesses: - -

A. N. DEMAREST,
C. L. HUBBARD.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

