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COMBINATION UNDERGARMENT.

SPECIFICATION formmg pa,rt of Letters Patent No 496,302, dated April 25,1893,
Application filed December 20, 1892. Serial No. 455 777, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW FREY, a citi-
zen of the United Stﬂtes residing at Utica,
county of Oneida, State of New York have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Combination Under carments, of
which the following is a Speelﬁeatlon |

The ordlna,rv undm shirt is open at the bot-
tom and is shpped overthehead of the wearer
the meck opening ‘being made just large
enough to enable this to be done -easily, and
owing to the small size of the head with rela-
tion t0 the shoulders of the wearer, the slits
and overlapping flaps of the garment are of
moderate dimensions. But when 1t comes to
the making of a high neck union knit under
garment whi(,h on aecount oL its structure
cannot be drawn on over the head but the
body of which must be drawn up over the
hips,ithasheretofore been thought absolutely

essential to divide the body or W&lbt part of &

the garment all the way down the front from
the neck to the croteh of the legs in order
that a sufficiently large opening Illlﬂ"ht be had
in the top of the ﬂ'arment Asa resuh: facing
pleces of great Ien gth are employed which in-
volves expense in manufacture and liability
to tear and wear out. Furthermore a great

number of buttons must be used whleh are

not only inconvenient on account of the time
consumed in buttoning and unbuttoning but

which are apt to be lost and which are a se-

rious source of discomfort and even of injury
to the wearer when the buttons are pressed
agalnst the sensitive flesh under tight fitting
corsets. The number of buttons and button
holes necessary involve considerable expense
in makingand applying. Kvenwhen madein
the best manner also it is impossible to secure
a perfectly glove fitting garment with this
The stiff facings are apt to pucker
and mount in ridges WhICh are a disfigure-
ment as well as a dleOIIlfOIt such a gar meut
is also difficult to draw on and to tala:e off.
My invention has for its object therefore
the provision of a high neck union under gar-
ment, the waist or body of which is solid knlt
ﬂ'oods unbroken by vertical slits or facings
and which shall yet be capable of belnn'
drawn on over the hips of the wearer. '
Referring to the aceompauymn- drawings

garment.

: which form a part of this specification:—Fig-

nre I is a view of the upper portion of the
body of my improved garment as it comes
from the knitting machme and before it has
been eut to fit the neck and to receive the
sleeves. Fig.Ilisasimilar view showinghow
the front and back of the body are cut away
previous to the putting on of thesleeves. Fig.
IIT is a similar view shomnﬂ' the eomplete
Fig. IV isa vertical sectional view
through the shoulder of the garment.
Ucma,lly the body 1 of the ﬂ'&rment is kmt
up to a point level with the bhOlﬂde[‘ or sub-
stantially so and the upper edges are then
trimmed to fit the neck. Seams are run along
the tops of the shoulders and a vertical slit
1s made down the front from top to bottom of
the body which is protected by suitable fac-
ings and provided with buttons and button
holes In Kknitting my improved garment
however, the body 1 is knitted both at front
and rear considerably above the line X which
represents what will be the tops of the shoul-
ders and the top line of the sleeves. As it
comes from the knitting machine the bodv of
the garment hasat top the form shown in Fig.
L T then cut away the front of the bodyr
straight across as shown at 2 in Fig. II except

| for a shfrht curve at thecenter 3 whleh allows
for the 011 rve of the neck of the wearer.

The

back is next cut away as shown at 3* in Fig.-
IT so as to leave on each side of the cut away
section 1nclosed by the dotted lines the two
flaps 4, £ which, as will be seen, are of knitted
material contmuous with the ba,ck of thegar-
ment. I'ig. Il shows the garmentafter these
cuts have been made a,nd the edges bound
and ornamented. 'These flaps are then turned
down over the breast as seen in Fig. III and
thus form elastic shoulder pieces which are
worn with great comfort and which have no
seams or buttons on the topsof the shoulders
to annoy the wearer. The sleeves are then
applied. The lower edge of each shoulder

-plece or flap 4, forming one wall of the re-

spective shoulder openings is made compara-
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tively inelastic so as to afford support to the

shoulder parts in a lateral direction, when the
flaps are closed; but by the construction
shown, when this comparatively inelastic wall
of each shoulder opening is free it is thrown
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out of the circnmference of the elastic open-
ing through which the body is passed. To
provide these comparatively inelastic lateral
stays forming one wall of each shoulder open-

ing and means for opening and closing said

shoulder openings, I have shown atthe lower

edges of the shoulder pieces 4, 4 short hori- } |
‘ing a solid knit body portion highly expansi-
ble, both horizontally and vertically the en-

zontal facings 5 which have suitable button
holes and immediately under such lower
edges the top of the body 1 is protected by
short elastic bands or facings 6 and provided
with buttons 7.
put on, the flaps 4,4 are unbuttoned and
the neck of the garment presents then an elas-

tic opening all around which may be readily
A garment con-
structed in this manneris neatin appearance |
being perfectly glove fitting; it protects the
chest perfectly; it presents no buttons to
abrade or injure the skin (the buttons 7 even

drawn on by the wearer.

being placed at such point as not to bind
against the collar bone or be covered by the
corset), and it involves a considerable step

toward the attaining of what has long been

sought by the manufacturers—a perfectly
buttonless garment, and is more durablethan

one havingslitsand facings and many buttons |

and button holes. It is also more easy to put

on and take off and is, so far as I know, the

When the garment is to be

496,302

first embodiment of the idea of having a union
carment with a high neck open for the ad-

mission of the body only at the top.

Having thus described my invention, the '

following is what I claim asnew therein and
desire to secure by Letters Patent:
1. A knit ecombination undergarment hav-

tire length and width of the same and having

| openings at the shoulder portion on eachside
of the neck opening to permit the passage of

the body and means for opening and closing

‘said shoulderopenings,one wall of said shoul-
‘der openings being comparately inelastic in
lateral direction, substantially as set forth.

2. A knit high neck combination under-
garment having a solid knit body portion
highly expansible the entirelength and width

of thesame, and havingopeningsat the shoul-

der portion on each side of the neck opening,
and flaps for closing the said shoulder open-
ings comparatively inelastic in lateral direc-
tion, and means for opening and closing the

same, substantially as set forth.
| ANDREW FREY.

Wilnesses:
A. W, DUNNING,
HARRY H. KNIGHT.
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