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To all whom it mwy camce?n

Flg 2 and the sald body 1s prowded with a

Beitknown that I, THEODORE V. SMITH, of lmmn' 11, of a water-proof or a moisture-proof =~
materlal thelining is removable from thebox

New York city, in the county and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
5 Improvement in Boxes for Storing and Pre-

serving Cigars and Tobacco, of whlch the fol- |

lowmﬂ is a full, clear, and exaet_ description.
My imfention relates to an- improvement

in boxes adapted for use in the storage and

10 preservation of cigars and tobacco, being es-
- pecially adapted to contain cigars; and it is
the object of the invention to provide a box

which iscapable of beingrendered absolutely
air-tight, and which may also contain pads:
15 for the purpose of maintaining the tobacco at

a certain degree of moisture, and whereby the

-pads may be dispensed with if not found de-

sirable.

| It is another ob;ject of theinvention to con-
20 struct the box in a simple, durable and eco-
nomic manner, and also in such manner that

- ‘each and every part of it that it may be found |

necessary or desirable to remove, may be | jon 14;is located, made of felt, rubber, or

taken ouf,cleaned when needed or duplicated | other equwalent ma,terml and a pad 15, of :
| absorbent material, is placed in en{raﬂ'ement

with the inner face of the top portion “of the

25 when damaﬂed
The mventlon consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several

parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth

and pointed out in the claim.
30

drawings,forming a part of this specification,
and in which similar figuresand letters of ref-
erence indicate cor reSpondmﬂ‘ partsinall the
views.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the body of the
box, the lid being open and in horizontal sec-
tion; and Fig. 2 is a transverse section taken
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practically on the line 2—2 of Kig. 1, the lid

of the box being shown closed.

The device consists primarily in the body
A and the top or cover B, the latter having a
hinged connection with ‘rhe former. DBoth the
body and the top may be construected of any
approved material, usually a hard wood is
45 used, or a wood capable of receiving and

mamtammn a high polish. The body A of
~the box 1s preferably made rectangular in
oeneral contour, and at the top, ad;]acent to
to its 1nner mde a marginal, vertically lo-
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Reference is to be had to the accompanymg

|

body, bemn' made to conform to the'interior.
shape of thelatter practically in every detail.

A pad 12 of an absorbent material is remov-
ably placed upon the bottom of the lining 11,

and the pad is preferably made of a size to _

cover the entire bottom of thelining. 'The pad
inits turn iscovered by a perfor ated or reticu-
lated plate 13, of equal size with the pad, the
plate being also removable when desired.

The pad 1s adapted to be wet with water or

any other desired compound found a,dvau-

‘tageous in the treatment of tobacco.

The 1lid or cover B, as has heretofore been
stated, 18- hinged to the body, and thesaid lid

or cover 1s ada,pted to fit snugly down upon
the top of the body from its outside to its mar-

cginal rib 10, as shown in Fig. 2.
Along the inner faces of the end and Slde
walls of the top or cover, a packing or cush-

cover, while a perforated or reticulated plate

16,is made to cover the pad. The packingor
-cushmn and likewise the pad 15 and itscover

plate 16, are held firmly in position in the lid
or cover by angled plates 17, the said pla,tes
extending along the sides and ends of the
cover, one member in engagement with the
packing or cushion 14, and the other mem-

ber having eno‘aﬂemeut with the cover plate
16 of the_upper paud as isshown in both Figs. -
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1 and 2; these angle plates are held in this -

pomtmn by passing nails, screws, or other fas-

packmﬂ' or cushion into the ¢over or itself.
It will thus be observed that the box 18 con-
structed with a removable lining, which

should any accident happen to it may be read-

ily taken out and replaced; furthermore, the

box is provided with both an upper and lower
protected absorbent pad, so that when desired

moisture may be made to permeate the entire
number of eigarsin the box as it will descend
from the top and arise from the bottom; but

| tening devices, through them and through the -
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gso cated rib 10, is produced as shown be.st in | if in practice it is found that so much mmst- 100 |
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~ure is not required, as the two pads would be | using the upper pad, or both the upper and
necessary only in dry climates, the lower pad
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and likewise its protecting plate may be re-
moved and only the upper one retained. It
18 also obvious that as the cushions 14, when
the lid or coveris closed, bind firmly against
the upper edges of the body ribs 10, a com-
pletelyair-tight connection is made; andin the
event that the absorbent pad should become
useless from wear, or the cushion should be
rendered by any means imperfect, both may
be removed by removing the plate 16, and
that the cost of construction of the box is re-
duced to a minimum, while all of the advan-
tages sought tobe attained by the use of such
a box are preserved. The body of the box is
preferably provided with a lock, as illustrated
in the drawings.

A box of the character above described
may be used to great advantage upoun ship
board, or at the sea-side, or in moist climates,
as the cigars may be kept as moist or as dry
as may be desired. 1f they are to be pre-
served entirely dry the pads are not mois-
tened, and outside moisture can not enter the
box owing to the air tight connection between
the lid and the body. DBut any amount of

moisture may be 1mparted to the cigars by

|

of tobaceo and cigars, the combination,

the lower ones.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

In a hox for the preservation and storage
with
the body portion provided with a removable
lining of a water and moisture-proof mate-
rial, an absorbent pad located upon the Dbot-
tom of the lining, a protecting plate covering
thepadandreticulated or perforated, the plate
and pad beingremovable, and a marginal rib
formed upon the upper surface of the body,
of a cover, an absorbent pad and perfomted
or reticulated plate located within the inner
upper portion of the cover, a cushion sur-
rounding the sides and ends of the coverand
adapted to engage firmly with the marginal
rib of the body, and angle plates maintaining
both the cushion and the pad and its protect-
ing plate firmly in place and in engagement
with the cover, substzmtmlly as and for the
purpose qpemﬁed

_ THEODORE V. SMITII.

Witnesses:

CHARLES S. PARKER,
. SEDGWICK.
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