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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that 1T, THOMAS B. HENKLE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at In-
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Ice-Tongs, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved tongs
for handling blocks of ice, or coal, of moder-
ate size and is intended more partlcularly for
domestic use.

The object of my improvementis, to prowde
in a palr of tongs having its legsor jaws held
normally toward each other, means for open-
ing the jaws.

The accompanying drawing 11111&,trates my
invention.

The figure represents aside elevation of the -

tongs in 1ts normal position, the position of
the jaws when open being indicated by dot-
ted lines.

A, A,indicates the jaws of the tonﬂ's, which
are counected at one end by an eye, B, which
also forms a spring which draws the points of
the jaws normally toward each other. The
jaws and the eye are formed, preferably, from
a single piece of spring-wire. For the pur-
pose of foreing the jaws apart, I pivot a pair
of links, C, C, to the inner edges of the jaws
below the eye B, and to the opposed ends of
said links I pivot a bar, D, which terminates
at its free end, in a loop, K, which is arranged

within the eye B. A toggle-joint is thus |

formed which when straightened, as shown
in dotted lines, forces the jaws apart.

The operation of my device is as follows. |

The Opela,tm siezes the tongs by the eye I3, in
one hand, putting two or three of the ﬁnﬂ'els
in the loop K, of the bar D; then, dmwmﬂ*the
fingers toward the palin of the hand, the tog-
gle-joint 1s straightened and the jaws are
opened sufficiently wide to receive the block
of ice or coal to be carried. The jaws having
been brought into proper position to grasp
the block, loop LK is released, and the jaws
are drawn forecibly together by the reaction
of the spring forming the eye B, which also

serves as a handle for carrying the tongs and

its load.

I claim as my 1nvent10n-—-

1. The combination with the pair of jaws
and a spring connecting said jaws and ar-
ranged to draw them toward each other, of
the pair of links pivoted to the jaws and form-
ing a toggle-joint between them, and the op-
eratmﬂ'bar pivoted to said lmks and provid-
ed with a handle, whereby the jJaws may be
opened, substantmlly as set forth

2. The abovedescribed ice-tongs consisting
of a single piece of wire bent to form a pair

of jJaws and an eye connecting said jaws, a

palr of links pivoted to the jaws and arranged
to form a toggle-joint between them, and an
operating bar pivoted to the links and ter-
minating in a handle arranged within sald

eye, all eombmed and alranwed to co- opemte'

in the manner set forth. |
THOMAS B. HENKLE.
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