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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, JOEN F. DE JOURNETTE,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Murphy, in the county of Cherokee and Sta,te
of North Carolina, have invented a new and

useful Brake- Lock for Trucks, of which the

following is a specification.

The mventlon relates to improvements in
brakes for hand trucks.

The object of the present invention is to
provide simple and effective means for lock-
ing the wheels of a hand truck against rota-

tion while the truck is being loaded to pre-

vent atruck accidentally shppmn*frmn under
a load.

A further object of the invention is to en-

~able the wheels to be readily unlocked by the
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operatorin grasping the handles of the truck.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and pomted
out in the claims hereto appended

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspective
of a truck constr ueted in aceordance with this
invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
view.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding partsin both the figures of the draw-
ings.

1 designates a truck having on each side a
ratchet mheel which 18 mounted on the axle
3 and arranged on the inner face of the ad-
jacent wheel 4 and has its teeth engaged by
a spring actuated rod 5 extending longitudi-
nally of the adjacent side bar 6, aud provided
adjacent to the truck wheel with an inward

~bend 7 to bring theengaging portion 8 of the

rod opposite the ratchet wheel or disk 2. The
rod is arranged In guide openings of flanges
9 of a plate 10 which 1s secured to the lower

edge of the side bar, and a spiral spring 11 is

disposed on the rod and arranged between the
flanges and has one end bearing against a
shoulder of the rod, and its other end bearing
against the rear flange, whereby the rod is
moved forward in engagementwith theratchet
wheel. The rear end of the rod is provided

with an eye 12 to which 18 secured one end of
5o a strap 13 which has its other end secured to

the end of the handle portion of the side bar;
and the strap is arranged beneath the handle
portion of the bar,and isadapted tobe pressed
np against the same by the operator in grasp-

“ing the handle to withdraw the engaging por-

tion of the rod out of engagement with the
ratchet wheel or disk when it is desired to

{ move the truck. The engaging portion of
i each rod isarranged in a guide 13’ of the cross-

bar 14 of the truck frame. DBy this construec-
tion it will be seen that when the truck is be-
ing loaded the wheels thereof are positively
locked against rotation, thereby preventing
the truck slipping from under a load. It will
also be apparent that the straps which are
connected with the rods arearranged directly
beneath the handle portions of the side bars,

‘and that the rods are withdrawn from engage-

ment with the ratchet wheels or disks by the
operator in grasping the handles,

What I claim is—

1. The combination with atruck, of aratchet
wheel provided on its periphery with ratchet
teeth connected rigidly with the truck wheel,
and a spring actuated bar extending along
the side bar and mounted thereon and pro-
vided near its front end with an inward an-
gular bend and inclining downward and for-

ward and engaging the ratchet-wheel, sub-

stantially as d@SGI ibed.

2. The combination with a truek, of a ratchet
wheel connected rigidly with the truck wheel,

a spring a,c,tua.ted rod extending lonmtudl-
nally of theside bar and having 1ts front end
engaging the ratchet wheel, and a strap hav-
ing one end secured to the rearend of the side
bar and 1ts otherend attached tothe adjacent
end of the rod, said strap being arranged be-
neath the handle portion of the side bar
whereby when the handle portion is grasped
the strap will be drawn to disengage the rod
from the ratchet wheel, substantially as de-
seribed. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN F. DE JOURNETTE.
Witnesses:

M. F. DE JOURNETTE,
L. P. GILBERT.
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