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ROBERT MONDAY, OF DALLAS, TEXAS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO EPPS G.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 495,899, dated April 18, 1893,
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To all whom ot may concern:
- Beit known that I, ROBERT MONDAY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Dallas,
in the county of Dallas and State of Texas,
have invented a new and. useful Buckle, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to buckles, and has
for 1{s object to provide a device of the char-

“acter set forth.wherein a closed frame or box

1s employed that is formed with a smooth ex-
terior surface to avoid contact with and in-

jury to the animals on which it is used, and

prevent the reins from contacting therewith,
and dispensing with the use of a guard there-

over; and at the same time producing a se- |

eure fastening that is applied to straps with-
outthenecessity of the employment of stitches
or other modes of fastening.

With these ends in view, the invention con-
sists of the constraction and arrangement of
the parts thereof as will be more fully here-
inafter deseribed and claimed.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of & strap, showing the im-
proved buckle applied thereto. Fig. 21is a
longitudinal vertical section on the line x—=,
Fig. 1, and the movement of the buckle and
position of the strap relatively to the change
in the parts being illustrated in dotted lines.

Kig. 3 is a detail perspective view of the

buckle detached and shown open.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding partsin the several figures of the
drawings. . |

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the casing or frame of the buckle,

which is formed with a flat closed bottom or

back plate with integral side-flanges of such
a depth or width to correspond to the thick-
ness of the strap with which the buckle is
adapted to be used,and also to provide means
for properly supporting the remaining por-
tion of the buckle in relative position. At
one end of the top portion of each of theside-
flanges is formed a lug 2, and these lugs are
connected by a cross-bar 3, of eylindrical form
and forming a pivot, as will be presently ex-
plained. Below the said lugs and the cross-
bar, and extending from one side-flange to

| low the level of the upper edges of the said

side-flanges and at a distance above the flat
bottomn plate sufficient to allow the strap that
is to be passed through the buckle to have
free access and to be thereby confined agalinst
the said bottom plate. A tongue?b is provided
that is of a width equal fo the distance be-
tween the inner opposing sides of the side-
flanges and substantially of the same length
as the inclosing frame entire, to thereby form
a top cover, which, with the inclosing frame,

constitutes a complete box in which all the

locking parts are located and not exteriorly

exposed, and thereby avoids the formation of

contacting projections. The rear portion of

the said tongue is formed with an elongated
flat loop 6, which is mounted on the cross-bar
3, and has sliding movement thereover, the

said cross-bar, as previously referred to, form-
ing a pivot for this portion of the tongue,
whereby the same may be opened or closed

{ for the purpose of mounting the strap in con-

nection with the buckle or detaching the same

therefrom. The width of the loop 6,from the.

front to the rear thereof, is greater than the
distance between the cross-bar 3 and the cross-
plate 4, when the said loop 6 is so positioned
that the front portion thereof still engages

| the said cross-bar 3, and thereby the tongue

cannot be raised if accidentally loosened,

. until theloopisdrawn forward and the tongue

consequently moved therewith out of the
frame and the rear thereof occupies the said

cross-bar, when it will be seen that the said

tongue may be readily raised by reason of the
fact that the distance between that portion
of the loop 6 that engages the cross-bar is less
than the distance between the said cross-bar
and the said cross-plate. |

Depending from the innerside of the tongue
5, is a post 7, that aligns, when closed, with a
similar post 8, extending outwardly or up-
wardly from the bottom plate of the frame.
These two posts 7 and 8 engage the holes of
the strap to which the buckle is applied and
hold the said strap in proper adjusted posi-
tion, and any slight longitudinal movement
of the strap that would tend to accidentally
open the tongue is obviated by the tension on
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of the fact that the strap is pulling on the
said tongue through the post 7 thereof. This
operation of sustaining the tongue in locked
posttion, it will be observed, is automatic, and
in loosening the buckle from the strap, when
such operation is desired, the end of the strap
is drawn backward pulling the tongune there-

‘with, until the latter has reached such a dis-

tance that the loop 6 may be readily turned
on the cross-bar 3, when the parts of the strap
may be readily disconnected from the posts
7 and 38 and longitudinally slid outwardly

from the frame, -
At the end of the side-flanges opposite to

that at which the cross-bar 3 and cross-plate

- 4 are located, the inner opposing surfaces of

the outer portions of the same are formed

- with small grooves 9, arranged to receive

- 2Q

small flanges 10, formed on the opposite edges
of the free end of the tongue, and serve to
lock the tongue in connection with the said
side-fanges, to prevent said tongue from be-
ing forced outwardly or upwardly when not

~desired, and avoid disconnection of the strap |
and also prevent bending or injury to the-

~ parts of the buckle entire. “At the portion of
- the tongue where the said flanges 10 are

- formed the metal is cut away to facilitate the

formation of said flanges that may be at-
tained either by pressure, or otherwise, as

found desirable.

The buckle as herein set forth is simple

- and effective in its construction and opera- |
35 tion, strong and durable, easily and readily {

£

thoroughly lock the tongue closed by reason | applied, and comparatively inexpensive in

manufacture., |
Having described the invention, what is
claimed as new is—

1. In a buckle, the combination of a closed 4o

frame having side-flanges and a cross-plate

~and cross-bar at-one end thereof, and a post

-8lde of the said cross-plate, and a tongue hav-

f

i

stantially as described. |

ing an elongated flat loop slidingly and pivot-
ally engaging the said cross-bar, and having

adapted to align with the post aforesaid, sub-

2. In a buckle, the combination of a
frame having side-tianges between which a

cross-bar 18 located at one end, and having
the opposite ends at the inner opposing sides

thereof formed with grooves near the outer

edges of the same, and a tongue having an

at the oppositeend of the same, the said cross- -

‘bar being superposed above or standing out-
45
‘a post at the opposite end thereof that is

| ,50
closed

55

elongated loop at one end that is movably

mounted on the said cross-bar, and formed

with flanges at the opposite end on the edges

thereof that are adapted to engage said

grooves to lock the tongue closed, said tongue

60

entirely covering the outer portion of the

sald frame, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

myown I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses. -
. ROBERT MONDAY.
Witnesses: . |

ROBT. E. L. KNIGHT,

E. W. TABER.
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