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To all whom it may concern:

BROOKE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
1ng at Rock Rapids, in the county of Lyons,
State of Towa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Banjos and Similar
Musical Instruments; and Idohereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
banjos banjorenes and similar stringed mu-
sical instruments in which the fifth string is
connected with a peg, in instruments of usual
construction, located midway between the end
of the finger board or neck of said instrument.

1he purpose of the present invention is to

locaté the fifth peg at the head of the neck
in a cluster with the other pegs to which the
first strings are attached, thereby facilitating
the fingering of the player in the upper posi-
ttons and improving and adding to the ap-
pearance of the instruments.
- The improvement consists of the novel fea-
tures and the peculiar construction and com-
bination of the parts which will be herein-
atter more fully described and claimed and
which areshownin the annexed drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the neck
of a banjo or similar musical instrument of
ordinary construction. Fig. 2 is'a view simi-
lar to Fig. 1 showing the application of my
invention. Fig. 3 is a cross seetion on the
line X—X of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a side view of
a modification, parts being broken away.

In Fig. 1 the neck A having the head B at
its outer end to which is applied the pegs I
having the strings G attached thereto, and the
fifth or thumb string C passing through the
eye d and attached to the peg E located mid-
way between the end of the neck, are all of
ordinary and well known construction and
relative arrangement. a

In Fig. 2 similarletters refer to correspond-
ing parts of Ifig. 1. Thisfigure showsthe peg
I located on the head B and the fifth orthuamb
string C defiected at d from the plane of the

| said peg E, thereby leaving the neck A un-
Be it known that I, HoBarT C. MIDDLE- |

obstructed and facilitating the fingering of
the performer. A groove or channel % may
be provided between the finger board and the
neck proper to receive that portion of the
fifth or thumb string C which is located be-
tween the point b and thepeg E. Thisgroove
or channel extends through the head B at the
point 7. In some classes of instruments the
string C will pass through the eye b to the
under side of the neck and pass along said
neck to the point < where it will pass through
the head B and be attached to the peg E.
This form of construection is indicated in Fig,
4. In order that the upper portion of the
string C may be out of the way it is preferred
to provide a groove or channel in the under
side of said neck toreceive the upper portion
of said string as indicated in Fig. 4.

- By my invention the neck of musical in-
struments which are usually provided be-
tween thelr ends with a peg, is left unob-
structed so that the performer will not be im-
peded when fingering on the upper portion of
the finger board and when gliding rapidly
along the same from the upper to the lower
portions of the finger board and vice versa.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15—

1. A banjo or similar stringed musical in-
strument having the peg to which the fifth or
thumb string isattached located on the head
and clustered with thepegs to which the other
strings are attached, substantially as and for
the purpose herein specified.

2. A banjo or similar stringed musical in-
strument having the fifth or thumb string
adapted to be connected with a peg located
on the head,and having its nodal point at the
usual point, substantially as deseribed for the
purpose specified. |

5. A banjo or similar stringed musieal in-
strament having the fifth or thumb string de-
lected at d and connected with a peglocated
on the head, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

4. The combination with the neck of abanjo
or similar musical instrument having an open-
& groove or channel ex-
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tending from said opening to the head, of the | site ends of said groove or channel, the peg E

fifth or thumb string having its upper portion
deflected by passing through said opening d,
and having its upper portion located in said
groove or channel, and a peg located on the
head to receive the upper end of said thumb
or fifth string, substantially as set forth.

5. Ina banjo or similar stringed musical in-
strument, the combination of the neck hav-
ing a groove or channel formed between the
finger board and the neck proper, and having
openings b and i, respectively, at the oppo-
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located on the head, and the fifth or thumb
string having its upper portionlocated in said 15
groove or channel and connected with said
peg, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth. |
Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. |
HOBART C. MIDDLEBROOKE.
Witnesses:
MILLARD FAIRLAMB,
A, G. BRADLEY.
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