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To all whom it may concern:

- Beitknown thatl, LEMUEL A.SCARBROUGH,
residing at Memphis,in the county of Shelby
and State of Tennessee, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Wire-Stretchers,
of which the following is a specification.

- This Invention relates generally to wire
stretehers and particularly to that elass there-
of known as hand lever stretchers.

The object of my invention is to provide an _

exceedingly cheap, simple, durable and effi-

~ cient stretcher of this deseription, which can
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be operated by any one.

A further object is to provide a stretcher
which can be used to force the wire, to be se-
cured, against the post without carrying the
stretcher around said post. -
- With these objects in view my invention
consists in the peculiar eonstruction of the

several parts and their novel combination or
arrangement all of which will be fully de- |

seribed hereinafter and pointed out in the
claims. o - |
In thedrawings forming a part of this speci-
fication Figure 1 is a side view of my im-
proved stretcher.
portion of the same, and Fig. 3 18 a perspec-

tive view showing the manner of using my
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- improved stretcher.

In carrying out my invention 1 emploj &
handle A, preferably of wood, and of any

suitable dimensions; and in the forward end |
a | back six inchés from the beginning of the slot,
| while for two inches it is gradually reduced
said slot being flared as shown at a’ to faecili- | until it is only one-eighth of an inch in width
Stouf |
metal plates B B are secured upon opposite | itadjustableto thick or thin wire and prevent-
sides of the handle, at its forward end, said | ing the barbs of any barb wire from entering

| or passing through the slot.

of said handle I produce a slot a extending a
considerable distance inward, the mouth of

tate the insertion of wire in the same.

plates being slotted at b to correspond with

the slot in thehandle, and at the extreme for- |

ward end of each member are formed the lat-
erally projecting prongs or spurs C C. The

entire device is usually about thirty inches |

long,the metallicplates being aboutteninches | :
' metallic plates secured upon the sides of the

in length and the slot eight inches. "T'hese

plates are preferably set into the sides flush |

with thebody of thehandle and secured there- |
 jecting prongs at their forward ends, sub-

~ to by rivets or screws which pass entirely
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through the handle.

In operation the wire to be stretched is at- |

Fig. 2 is an end view of a

I tached at one end tothe starting post and car-

ried forward any number of posts. The wire
is picked up at this forward post by means oi

the handle, the wire between two barbs enter-

ing the slot at the forward end. The handie

| is then raised to the desired height and the

prongs placed against the forward side of post
at that height. By throwing the free end of
the handle forward the wire will be stretched

‘taut, the barb binding against the side of the

metal plate while the handle bears upon the
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post asa fulerum. DBy pressingthe lever end-

wise the wire will be thrown against the face
of the post ready for attachment and the han-

dle can be held by the body while both hands ¢

are employed in securing the wires with sta-
ples. The prongs or spurs enter the side of
the post and prevent the handle from slipping
or dropping and the metal plates prevent the
barb from cutting away and enlarging the
slot. In case smooth wire is employed it is
looped around one of the members. By con-
structing the device partly of wood and partly
of metal a much lighter device is provided,
but if desired the entire device can be made
of metal and in a single plece.

From the above it will be seen that 1 pro-
vide a cheap and simple stretcher which will
make it unnecessary to handle the wire with
the hands and risk cutting and scratching
one’s self while handling barbed wire. The
slot is one-fourth inch wide at the mouth and

at the beginning of the opening, thus making

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— |

1. In awire stretcher, the combination with
a, handle bifurcated at its forward end, of the

forward end, said plates being bifurcated like
the handle and provided with laterally pro-

stantially as shown and deseribed.
2. An improved wire stretcher consisting ot
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plates having laterally projecting prongs or
spursatthe end of each member substantlally m

a8 shown and deserzbed
| LEMUEL A SCARBROUGH

Wltnesses
HCPOLK
" B. A. SHEPHERD.

. ahandle bifurcated atitsforward end and pro- -
. vided with laterally projecting prongs upon |
. the exterior of each member substantlally as
S shown and described. | A
5 3. An improved wire stretcher eomposed of |
SR a waodem handle slotted at one end and hav-
- ing a flaring mouth, and metallic plates slot-
AR ted to eorre‘-*-pond thh the end of handle, smdé
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