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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JouN TEEL, of Grand
Rapids, in the eounty of Kent and State of
Mwhwan haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Shirt-Bosom Protectors;
and Ido hereby declare that the following 1s
a full, clear, end exact description thereof, Tof-
erence belmrr had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form part of this specification.

The inventionisanimproved protector and

stay for shirt bosoms and similar articles of

wearing apparel, and its objects are to keep
the shirt bosom away from the body of the
wearer, so that it willnot become erinkled and
damp by perspiration and toenablethebosom
to be filled out so as to fit the vest front, also
to keep thebosom from breaking if the wearer
stoops over, and to improve the appearance
of the wearer by enabling him to increase the

‘apparent fullness and breadth of the chest

or bosom.
This invention therefore oouslsts in the

"novel construction of the shield as hereinaf-
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ter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
18 a perspective view of the plotector as ap-
plied to the body of a person. Fig. 2isa back
view thereof, and Fig. 3 is an edge view.
The cover belnﬂ' broken away in parts of Fig.
1, end entirely removed from the frame in
FI‘TS 2 and 3.

Referrmn* to such drawings by letter A, A,
designate the opposite side pieces of the
flame which are connected at their top by a
cross piece B and at bottom by a cross piece
C and at a pointintermediatethetop and bot-
tom pieces by cross piece D. E, E, designate
vertical pieces parallel with pieces A, A, and
secured to pleces B, C, D, as indicated. A
greater or less number of these pieces E and
D may be used as desired. The said pieces
may be formed of any suitable material in
any manner desired. For purposes of cool-
ness and cleanliness, I make them of corset

bone or steel covered with linen or cotton like .

ordinary corset or dress stays. The upper

ends a, a, of the side pieces which project
above bar B are designed to loosely embrace
the neck of the wearer and prevent lateral
slipping of the shield.

I

F is a belt connected to the lower end of

the shield, and adapted tobe fastened around
the body of the wearer to secure the lower end
of shield in place.

(x, 2, are adjusting straps provided with
buokles or other devices 80 that they can be

shortened or otherwise arranged to “bow ” the

pieces A, E, as indicated in the drawings.
It will be noticed that the lower ends of

| straps (G are attached to pieces A and Eafew

inches above the bottom of the shield; by so
doing the bottom of shield will continually

lie flat against the wearer and will not be un-

comfortable, or chafe him.

H represents a cover preferably of muslm
which incloses the frame.

The shield is attached to the body of the
wearer as indicated in Fig. 1 so asto underlie
the bosom of the shirt, a,nd willof course keep
the bosom out of conta,ct with the other un-
derwear or flesh of the wearer, and will press
the bosom outward, and if the wearer stoops

| over, the upper portion of the shield bowsout-

war dly pushing out the shirt bosom and pre-

venting breaking thereof.
The shleld 1S especially useful in warm
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weather, and with full dress suits, to preserve

a clean unbroken neat fitting shirt front.

‘The shield also assistsin upholdmﬂ* the weight
of the shirt so that the collar band does noft

bear down on the throat, as it would if the
shield were removed.

Having described my 1uventlon what T
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent thereon is— |

1. A shirt bosom etoy consisting of a series
of narrow vertical spring strips ar ranged par-
allel, and horizontal, top, bottom and inter-
mediate strips intersecting and united to the
vertical strips at their point of intersection
therewith, and an adjusting strap for each
vertical strip having its upper end secured
thereto on a line with the top horizontal strip,
and its lower end also secured to the vertical
strip at a point somewhat removed from the
lower end thereof in such manner that each
of the vertical strips may be bowed between
the points at which the adjusting straps are
secured, while the lower portion remains flat

against the body, substantially as described.

2. A shirt bosom stay consisting of a series
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of narrow vertical spring strips arranged par- |

allel; horizontal top, bottom and intermediate
strips of suitable material intersecting and
united to the vertical strips at their point of

5 intersection therewith, the side vertical strips

10O

projecting above the top horizontral strip and
an adjusting strap for each vertical strip hav-

tween the pointsat which the adjusting straps
are secured, while the lower portion remains
flat against the body; with a removable cover
inclosing the upper portion of the shield, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.
In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I affix mysignature in presence of two

ing its upper end secured thereto on a line j witnesses.
with the top horizontal stripand itslower end
also secured to the vertical strip, near butnot
to the lower end thereof in such manner that
each of the vertical strips mayv be bowed be- |

Witnesses: +
ARTHUR E. DOWELL,
JAMES R. MANSFIELD.
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