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- axle; and supporting wheels 11, are journaled

30

UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

BLUFORD T. SCOTT, OF MILFORD,

ILLINOIS.

CULTIVATOR.

SPECIFICATION for_ming part of Letters Patent No. 493,124, dated March 7, 1893.
Application fled November 12, 1892, Serial No, 461,837, (o model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, BLUFORD 1. SCOTT, of
Milford, in the county of Iroquois and State of

Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im- |

provement in Cultivators, of which the follow-
ing 1s a full, ¢lear, and exaect description.

My invention relates to an improvement in
cultivators, and has for its object to provide
in one implement a combination of gopher
blades and shovels, for the purpose of first
stirring the ground with the shovels, and then
leveling said ground by means of the gopher
blades,and the invention consists in the novel
construction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth
and pointed ount in the claims.

Reference is to be had tothe aecompanymn' |

drawings forming a part of this specification,
in Whlcﬂ similar ﬁn*ures and letters of refer-
ence indicate correSpondm parts 1in all the
Views.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the eultivator.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation; and Fig. 3 is a ver-
tical section taken practicall y on the line 3—3
of Fig. 2.

In car 'rylng out the invention the forw&rd
axle A,is of a yoke pattern, the pole 10 being
seeured to the upper central portion of the

upon horizontal branches 12 from the extremi-
ties of the membersof the yoke section. The
pole extends rearward beyond the axle, and

. is usually provided at its rear end upon each
~ side with a hook orloop 13, adapted as & guide
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for the reins; and the forwcud portion of the
pole 1s Qmp];)orted by braces 14, attached to
the pole and to the vertical members of the
voke section of the axle. Upon each lower
horizontal member 12 of the axle a clevis arm
15, is fulerumed, and theclevises are prevent-

ed from moving laterally upon the axle by

collars 16, or thelr equivalents. The clevis
arms are so constructed that their body por-
tion consists of two parallel members, and be-
tween these members the beams B, ddapted
to earry the cultivator and gopher blades are
adapted to be pivoted. Hach set of beams 1s

"three in number, and two sets are employed,

one being pnoted in each of the clevis arms.
The beams of each sef are deswnated as 17,
18 and 19. The beam 18, 18 the central one

“their rear extremities.

head 20, which head 1s somewhat semi-cireu-
lar, and extends beyond the upper and lower

du*es of the beam.
beam of a set is provided with a series of

| metal having formed at its forward end a
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The head of the central

openings or apertures 21, and the beam is -

fulerummed in its clevis arm back of the head.
The apertures 21, are provided .in order that

the beam may be adjusted so as to approach

‘the ground or be carried upward therefrom;

and the beam is held in pOSIthD by passing
a pin 22, through the openings in the clevis
arni and through the aperture 21 inthe head

of the centra,l beam regisfering with that

opening. The central beam atits rear end is
curved in such a manner as to present a flat

surface at top and botfom, as in the remain-
ing portion of the beam its EGU'Gdebe upward

and downward. |

The handles 23, by means of which the
beams are guided, are attached tothe central
beams of each set*forward of their twisted
portion; and the handles are maintained in

| a learwa,rdly inclined position by means of
| braces 24, the said braces being attached to

the handles and to the central beams 18 near
“'T'he braces are of
somewhat peculiar construetion, and consist
of a rod bent essentially to a triangular shape,
the base portion of the braces being attached
tothe central beam 18, while the suie portions
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of the braces are secured to opposite sides of .

the handles,one of the side sections being in

advance of the other. |
The outer beams 17 and 19 of a set are se-

curely fastened at their forward ends to the

central beam 18; and theouter beams diverge
from the inner beams, one rearwardly and
outwardly and the other rearwardly and in-
wardly, so that between their rear portions
and the central beam quite a spaceintervenes.
Theouter beamns at their rear ends are curved

downward in direction of the ground; and

upon each of thes®d beams a cultivator blade
25 of any approved construction is secured.
Spacing blocks 262, rigidly maintain the outer
beams at proper distance from the inner ones;
and.it is evident that when the central beam
of a'set is adjusted the side beams belonging

| to that set will have the same a,d,]ustment

- Upon the under tace of the rear flat por-

of the set, and prefembly consists of a bar of thIl of each central beam, an essentially in-
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verted U-shaped shank 26, is pivotally se-
cured, extending downwardly and forwardly
from the said central beams. These shanks
are adapted to be laterally adjusted, one in-
dependent of the other, and the adjustment
is accomplished to each of the members of
each shank 26 by an adjusting rod or bar
which likewise serves asa brace. These rods
or bars are designated in the drawings as 27
and 28, and each of them has an elongated
opening 29, formed in its upper end, as their
upper ends are adapted to engage with the
perpendicular portions of the central beams
forward of their flattened or horizontal rear
portions.

The inner adjusting rods 28, are made to
engage with the inner faces of the central

~ beams and engage with said beams near the

20

point where the deflection in construction of
the beam is made. A set screw 30 of any ap-
proved character is the attaching medium,
being passed through the elongated slot 29
of the adjusting bar, and through the beam
with which it is connected. The outer ad-

25 justing bars 27, are longer than the Inner
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ones, and the slotted ends of these outer bars
engage with the central beams upon the outer
faces thereof between the inner and outer
beams and ordinarily adjacent to the handles
23. Theattachment of these outer adjusting
bars is effected in like manner as the inner
bars; and it is evident that the shanks 26,
may be adjusted laterally to give them any
desired inclination with respect to a central
longitudinal line drawn through the machine,
that is to say, the shanks may be carried at
any angle from that line; and it is further
evident that the shanks may be adjusted so
that one of their ends will be raised higher
than the other, since, as has heretofore been
stated, the shanks 26, have virtually a swivel

connection with the central beams, the bow

portions of the shanks passing through eye
bolts 31, which eye bolts are pivotally con-
nected with the central beam.

Each shank 26 has connected with its lower
end a gopher blade 32, and these blades fol-
low the cultivator blades 25, as 1s fully shown
in the drawings. The position of the blades
may be changed, that is, may be given more
or less of a slant, so that when they are flat
with the ground the soil will pass over them;
or when they are upright, that 1s, the back

‘raised higher than the front edge, the soil
‘will be dragged to or from the plants as the

operator may desire.

The adjusting bars are so constructed that
they are interchangeable, that is, the upper
end of the rear adjusting bar where it 18 at-
tached to the beam may be moved to the same
point on the beam where the bar that was in
front was fastened, and the {ront bar moved

423,121

[ as above set forth the soil will be stirred by
the shovels and leveled by the gopher blades

as the machine advances, and that the shovels
are kept away from the plants, the gopher
blades running the closest to them, thereby
lessening danger to the roots of the plants.
By reason of the difference in thelength and
in the manner of connecting the two braces
or adjusting bars of a gopher blade the outer
end of the blade is always the lowest, so that
it can ran close to young plants without in-
jury thereto. The blades are reversible, as
has been heretofore stated, by changing the
adjusting bars or braces on the beam, thereby
allowing the operator to throw the soil to or
from the plant as he may desire.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In acultivator, the combination, with an
axle, and beams arranged in groups of three
pivotally and adjustably connected with the
axle, the said beams comprising a long cen-
tral beam and shorter outer beams, of culti-
vator blades attached to the outer beams, and
a gopher blade adapted to cover the track of
the cultivator blades, the gopher blade hav-
ing an adjustable connection with the central
or longer beam, as and for the purpose speci-
fied. |

2. In a cultivator, the combination, with an

‘axle, clevis arms pivotally attached to the

axle, and beamsarranged in connected groups
of three adjustably located in the c¢levis arms,
ecach group of beams comprising a central
long beam and two outer shorter beams, of
cultivator blades attached to the outer beams,
yoke-like shanks having a swivel connection

with the rearendsof thecentral beams, gopher

blades carried by the said shanks, the said
gopher blades crossing the path of the culti-
vator blades, and adjusting bars connecting
the shanks with the central beam, as and for
the purpose set forth. |

3. In a cultivator, the combination, with a
bow or yoke axle, supporting wheels loosely
mounted thereon, a pole carried by the cen-
tral upper portion of the axle, and clevis arms
pivoted upon the axle, one at each side of its
center, of beams arranged in connected sets
of three adjustably connected with the clevis
arms, each set comprising a central beam and
two outer beams of less length spaced from
the center beam, cultivator blades secured to

‘the outer beams of the sets, yoke-like shanks
i having a swivel attachment to the outer end

of the central beam, a gopher blade carried
by each of theshanks, the gopher blades cross-
ing the path of the cultivator blades, and ad-
justable, removable and interchangeable bars
connected with the members of the shanks

and also with opposite sides of the central

back on the beam to the point that has been | beam of the sets of beams, as set forth.

oceupied by the rear bar, thus changing the
position of the blades, that is, bringing the
end that was in the rear to the front.

It is'evident that in a machine constructed |

BLUFORD T. SCOTT.
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