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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALLEN H. STEWART, a

eltmen of the United States of America, 1emd--

ing at Des Moines, in the county of Polk and
State of Towa, hELVE‘ Invented a new and use-
ful Letter- Box of which the following is a
specification.

The object of my invention isto be found in
the provision of means for receiving and re-
taining mail matter and articles of an analo-

- gous natme which means shall be convenient

in point of convenience, easy of operation,
and secure in the retention of the articles de-
posited therein.

My invention consists pI‘l mar 11_5? and broad-
ly in the arrangement within the wall of a
building, of a reeepta(,le for mail, which re-

- ceptacle is provided with an ingress opening
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on one side, and an egress opening on the
side opposne to the ingress opening.
My invention consists further in the com-

‘bination with a wall opening of a box fitted

within said opening,a hinged flap on one side
of said box, a hinged door on the side of said
box oppomte to S&ld flap, and means for re-
taining the mail within said box when said

- dooris Opened together with means for adapt-
~ ing said box to walls of varying thicknesses.
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My invention consists further in the con-
struction, arrangement and combination of
parts, hereinafter set forth, pointed out in

my claims, and illustrated by the accompa--

nymﬂ' drawmﬂ"s, in which:

Figure 1 is a transverse sectional view on
the 1nd1eaied line X—X of Fig. 2. Tig. 2 is
a vertical sectional view on the Indleated line
Y—Y of Fig. 1. Fig.31is an interior perspec-
tive view of the eomplete receptacle. Fig. 4

 is an exterior perspective view of the com-
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plete receptacle, detached from the wall.

In the constructien of the apparatus as
ShOWI], the numeral 10 designates wall stud-
ding, 11 the sheathing, 12 the lath, 13 the
plaster, and 14 the inside face casmo*

A frame, comprising sides 15, and top and
bottom ends 16, is mounted in an opening
formed in the wall as shown,and the face cas-

1

| by so mounting said

[ frame by means of nails in a common man-

ner. A face plate 17, having flanges 18 there-
on, 18 secured on the outel edﬂ*es of sald frame

that the said ﬂan ges 1nclose the side pieces 15
thereof. Slots 19 are formed in the flanges
18, and bolts 20 passed through said slots also
pass through perforations in Sclld side pieces
15. A ﬁap 21 is hinged over an opening 22

in the face plate 17, and abead 23 on theface

plate coincides w1th a groove on the said flap.

| A thumb piece 24 is formed on the outside of

the flap 21, by meansof which the flap ig lifted
to facllllate the putting of mail into the re-
ceptacle. . A door 25 is hinged in the inner

portion of the frame and f01 ms the front of
| the box within the room.

Stops 26 are fixed to the sides 15 and ends

16 of the frame, and a rod 27 extends trans-

versely of the said frame at a point inside of

plate on said frame as
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sald stops. A wire-cloth screen 28 is securedto

the rod 27 and extends downward ther efrom

to a point of attachment tothe bottom of said

frame.

A lock 29 13 provided, by means of which
the dcor 25 is secured when closed, and a win-
dow 30 in the door 25 provides means for view-

1 ing the interior.

In the practical use of my Invention, the
mail is deposited within the box tluounh the
opening 22 after the flap 21 is lifted, and 1S
withdrawn through the doorway flom the in-
terior of the bulldmn

It will be obser Ved that when the door 25 is
opened for any cause the mail is prevented
from falling out of the box by the screen 28.

The bead 25 on the face plate 17 fitting as
it does intoa corr esponding groove in the ﬂdp
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21 prevents rain, dust or other undesirable

substances from entermﬂ* the box.

Having thus descubed my invention, what

I claim as new therein, and desire tosecure b
Letters Patent of the Umted btates therefor,
is—

1. In a 1etter box the combination with a

frame forming the sides and ends of said
box, of a face plate forming the front of said

g 14 18 secured to the inner edges of said | box flanges tormed on and }_)I"OJGCtlI]U‘ from
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the rear of said face plate, and slots in said | tacle and partially closing the egress opening 1o
flanges, through which slots bolts are adapted | therefrom. o | o

to be passed to secure said face plate to the In testimony whereof I hereunto have set
said frame, whereby the said box is adapted | my hand, this 28th day of March, A. D. 1392,

5 for walls of varying thicknesses. | in the presence of two witnesses.
2. A letter box comprising a containing re- ALLEN H. STEWART.
ceptacle for the mail, means of ingresstosaid | In presence of—
receptacle, means of egress from said recep- S. G. SWEET,

- tacle, and a sereen located within said recep- | S. C. SWEET.
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