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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that we, ALFRED DARLING
CUSHING and ALEXANDER MITCHELL, citizens
of the United States, residing in the city of

¢ Wheeling, Ohio county, West Virginia, have

invented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Letter-Boxes; and we do hereby de-

clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-

act description of the invention, such as will

10 enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to letter and other
like boxes. ..

The improved box is adapted for use as a

15 collection box only, or as a combined collee-
tion and delivery box in connection with
dwellings, office buildings, dc.

The invention consists essentially in the
combination of a box or receptacle for mail

20 matter, a dome or riser connected with sald
box, a tilting apron or platform for closing
the throat or passage from dome to box and
a swinging door or flap leading into the dome
adapted to lift the apron to close the throat

25 when it is vibrated and to be automatically
returned to mormal position by the tilting
apron.

The invention also consists in other combi-
nations hereinafter described and claimed.

30 Inthedrawingsforming a part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1,1s a perspective of our box;

Fig. 2, is a vertical section showing the ar-|

rangement of the compartments and the tilt-
ing apron; Fig. 3, 18 a horizontal section on
35 the line z— of Fig. 2, showing the apron in
its tilted or hanging position; Fig. 4,1s a per-
spective of a segment of one end of the tilt-
ing apron or platform; Fig. 5,1s & perspective
of a portion of the swinging door or flap; Fig.
10 6, is an end view of the form of box adapted
for both delivery and collection; Fig. 7,18 a
section of the same.
A is the main box or receiver for mail mat-
ter; Badome connected with and rising above
45 the main compartment, and C a hinged door
leading into said main compartment secured
in place by any suitable lock.
D is an apron or platform hung on pintles
so as to drop by gravity,

| lines, when not raised and held in horizontal

position by a swinging door, to be deseribed.
This apron closes the throat or passage from
the dome compartment to the main receptacle
when mail is deposited in the dome part and
drops and discharges the mail to the main

' compartment upon being released.

E is a swinging door or flap mounted in one
or both ends of the dome compartment hav-

| ing its axis of movement behind and outside

of the axis of movement of the tilting apron
D. The apron and door are provided with
cam projections d and e respectively so that
when the door is swung inward to permit the
introduction of mail matter to the dome com-
partment the apron will be brought to the

horizontal position and separate the two parts

of the box from each other. The pivots of
the apron and door and the cam faces are S0
adjusted and the latter so formed that the
apron is brought to the horizontal position
before the door has moved farenough toopen
into the dome compartment, the further move-
ment of the door merely holding the apron up.

In the form of box shown in Figs. 5 and 6,
we have provided two main drawers or com-
partments ¥, F, for mail, one for delivery to

| which the householder may have the key and

one forcollection to which the postman should

| have the key, and in order that mailinserted

to the dome past the swinging door may be
deposited in the collection or delivery com-
partment, as may be desired, we have pro-
vided a manually operated wing or chute G.
This wing may be operated by a crank g or
by a pull, as %, and it may be normally in
position to direct mail matier to either of the
compartments. Theswinging of this wing to
direct mail to the collection compartment may
be made to operate a signal to indicate the
presence of mail for collection which may be
seen at a distance.

Attached to any prominent partof the box '

is a dial or scale H and a movable pointer oxr
indicator I readily operated by a key or other-

wise. By this means, the postman when mak-

ing collections may announce the time of the
next collection. This device will operate as

as shown in dotted | a tell-tale by which an inspector or the pub-
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. . lcmay determmewhether the postman has compartment, a horizontally arranged tilting SERREE
" made his rounds at or about the preseribed | apron or partition arranged in the passage 1s
B "===t=1me -::----------:=-=:=:=:u-:;:;:;::-:-:-:'betWeeﬂtllweomDaPtmentSandavertwall'"'“'
... .  Thebox herein described may be attached | arranged swinging door or flap leading to th-e- SR
S R 2 to a lamp-post or other support on the strest, | mail. passage to main. receptacle, substan-

e j'to?ﬁtheﬁauterorlnn& wall or door of abudd 'tlallyas deseribed.

o ing by bolts, straps or other means. In tesmmonywheleof weaffix our ?si'ﬂfnf "cu?rée's' 20

e H‘T’*Vm‘jT ﬁQWdGSCPIbﬁd.OUI IliilV;eﬂtlo.n Wnat 111 the presence of two witnesses.
- wedlaimis— 7 ALFRED DARLING CUSHING._QQ:Q'ZZ
e X0 The_combinatmnof a box having a main | 'ALEXANDFR MITCIIELL:_:_] RERREEEN.
“:fj_j;_];_f[fﬁ:::_ eemp&rtmentforholdmn‘maﬂmattelanda, Wltnques S
-~ relatively narrow &uxﬂmry compartment or W. G. RAMA_GE o

.. passage for conducting the mail to the main ] ~LorIs SALTERBACH Jr, o
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