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To all whom € may coneeri: _

‘Beit known that I, EBeNEZER CURTIS JEN-
KINS, a citizen of the United Stafes, residing
at Shrewsbury, in the county of Worcester
and State of Massachusetts, have invented a
new and nseful Improvementin Thread llold-
ers and Cutters, of which the following 18 a
specification. | T
- The aim of this invention is to produce a
device for holding the end of a threadon a
spool, which shall be very cheap and simple

and very efficient for the purpose intended,

and which device may
the thread. | -
To this end the invention consists of the

also carry a cutfer for

devies described and claimed in this specifi- |

eation and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which, |

- Figure 1 is & side elevation of a spool with |

my device applied thereto, Fig. 2 18 a sec-
tion on line 2—2 of Fig. 1, Iig. 3 1s a side

elevation at right angles to ¥Fig. 1,and Fig. 4

-

My deviee consists of the combined thread
holder and cutter herein described

Referring to the drawings and in detail, 5

represents a spool of thread and W my im-

proved device. Thesame is preferably made

of a picee of coiled flat spring wire such as
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watel spring wire so that the normal tend-
ency of the same i to close up, or normally

contract to a diameter smaller than the core

of the spool to which the same is to be ap-

plied, whereby the same will tightly fit on the |

thread on the spool and will clasp the next
unwound convolution of thread. On oneend
of the spring are formed or fastened ears 1, 1
and the same arve bent over as shown to
loosely clasp the body portion of the spring.

and

The other end of the spring 18 bent out as atb
3 and the same has twonotches as 4,4 cut in

the same, which act as cutters for the thread.

A hole 5 is drilled through the central por-

tion of the spring through which the end of

the thread may be passed. | o
- The operation is as follows—The thread is
passed through the hole 5 as before described,

e

is a view of the device separate from the |
spool and partially elosed ap.

ancl the deviceis then anapped onto thespooL 50

The spool is now held in the hand or fingers
so that it may easily revolve and the thread

‘is pulled. Thespool will revolve as the thread

is unwound but the device will not revolve
but will move up and down on the spool and

the thread has been unwound, the same I8
pulled into either one of the cutters4 and cut

off, This will leave a small portion or end
‘hanging out of the hole 5, so that the same

may be easily grasped for the nextoperation.
As the device necessarily follows the next un-
wound convolution of thread and is always

over and clasps and surrounds the same at all (

times, and as the normal tendency of the
spring is to contract to a cirele smaller than
the thread on the spool, the end of the thread

will be tightly held and kept from unwinding.

~ Thus my device forms a very simple thread

holder and eutter, |
The device herein shown and deseribed

may be varied bya skilled mechanic without

departing from the scope of my invention, as

expressed in the claims. -
- Having thus fully described my invention,

what I elaim and desire to secure by Letters-

Patent, is—
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follow the next unwound convolution of un-
" wound thread. After a sufficient quantity ot
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1. The thread holder consisting of a spring
‘band bent upon itself and having ears upon

one end thereof, a cutter formed on the other
end thereof, and a hole drilled through the

body portion of the spring band, substantially

as described. |

9. The thread holder consisting of a spring
band adapted to clasp an unwound convolu-
tion of thread, and having one of its ends pro-

vided with an outward projection, said pro-

jection having cutters formed therein, sub-

‘stantially as described.

. h_

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses. |

_ EBENEZER CURTIS JENKINS.
Witnesses: - ' '
- 0OT1IS REDDEN,
- Louis W. SOUTHGATE.
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