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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, JoEN E. KLINE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Casey, in the
county of Clark and State of Illinois, have in-
vented & new and useful Fence, of which the

- following is a specification.

This invention relates to fences; and it has

~ foritsobjecttoprovide an improved construe-
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tion of ordinary worm fences which will not
only economize in the quantity of rails used,
but will also provide means whereby the whole
fence is firmly braced both side and endwise,
and each panel comprising said fence securely
locked so as to effectually prevent the same
from being blown over or interfered with by
stock. - -_
- With these and many other objects and ad-
vantages in view which will readily appear as
the nature of the invention is fully under-
stood, the same consists in the construetion,
combination and arrangement of parts here-
inafter more fully described, illustrated and
claimed. - - | o
In the accompanying drawings;—Figure 1
IS & perspective view of a portion of a fence
constructed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail in perspective of
the lock in the portion of the panel to which
1t 18 secured, illustrating the method of lock-

Iing. Fig. 31s a detail sectional view through |

the locking stake and rail ends. -

Referring to the accompanying drawings;—
A represents a rail fence construeted in the
usual zig zag or worm manner, and in the
present instance the main body of the fence
A 18 only raised from the ground a sufficient
distance or height in order to turn small stock.
The other part of the fence compensates for
the absence of the extra rails, which is an im-
portant point in view of the fact that fences
of this character which are constructed a suit-
able height are quite apt to be top-heavy, and
thereby will reel over under the force of a

storm or by stock interfering therewith., In-

stead of locking the panels comprising the
worm fence together by securing the corners
thereof firmly together, a straight line of lock-

&

Ing rails B is laid straight through the center

- of the fence, and therefore directly over and
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upon the center of each panel, so that when |

sald locking rails are clamped thereover, they

‘have a tendency to spring the top and bottom ! stake, over the center of the next panel and

| rails together to a certain extent so that the

ends of the overlapping rails of each fence
panel are securely clamped together and can-

not be easily displaced. Afterthe worm fence

has been laid in the ordinary manner, the first
locking rail is securely fastened at one end,
while the other end is placed over the center
of the next adjacent panel. The succeeding

rail B forms this locking rail for the rail as
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does the next succeeding rail for this locking -
rail, and so on each rail being a locking rail

Tor the last rail until the locking of 'the fence

is completed. _
A stake C is placed alongside of the fence
panel at the center thereof, and extends from

ends of the locking rails to a suitable height
according to the height of fence desired. A
locking wire D is now fastened at d around
the bottom end of said stake and passes there-

from under the bottom rail and up the oppo-

site side of the fence panel to that upon which

the said stake is placed. The movable lever
or lock rail of the locking rails B is thrown
back so as to allow the wire D to pass behind

and over the end of the same as at E and un-
der and over the top of the uppermost rail as
at If as clearly shown in Fig. 2. The wire is
now passed around the upper portion of the
stake adjacent to the overlapped lock-rail
ends, and crossing itself is passed back under

the upper rail as at g and over the outside end

of the under or lever rail as-at H. The wire
1s now carried down one or more rails upon the
same side as the stake and then passes under

the same and is secured to the main portion of

| below the lower rail above the overlapping

7-5_' :

8

the wire D passing vertically over the face

of the panel. By now throwing the movable
or under lever rail around into position in a

straight line over the fence so that the free
end thereof will lie over the center of the

next adjacent panel, the wire at E and H is
forced tightly under and out from the upper
locking rail B as will be readily apparent by
a close observance of the wire, and thereby
draws the same taut and causes the top and
bottom ratls to be sprung toward each other

‘to a certain extent, thereby greatly increasing

the efficiency of the lock, o
LThe rail used as the lever for locking the
last panel is held in position, by the next

sle
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2

or joining lock 1a,11 in a SltllllELI manner to that
just described.

It can be readily seen that the lockmn*
stalkes and wires need not necessarily be usc,d

at every panel of a fence, but can be used

at such a distance apart as may be desired

by the builder of the fence, and in such case
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“a locking wire J may be convemently used

to secure the lapping ends of the locking rails

together over the center of the panel upon—|

whlch the same rests and are to be secured.
Wires K are run from the upper end of stake |
to stake to connect the same and complete
the formation of the fence, thereby saving

use of much material as has been herembefm e

set forth.
The construction and advantages of the

hereindesceribed fence and fence 10(31{ are now

thought to be apparent without further de-
SCY 1pt1011 |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
is;— -

panels of locking rails in direct alignment

with each other and running in a straight

line centrally above the fence panels and hav-

ing their overlapped ends resting upon the

top rail in the center of each panel a locking
stake placed vertically upon one side and a.t
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is itself locked together with its connecting | the center of each panel and extendmﬂ' above

the overlapped ends of the locking ra,lls,
single locking wire secured to the lower end

of cach stake and passing under the bottom
rail of the panel and up the side of the same-

parallel with and opposite to the stake, thence
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behind and returned back over the end of

the under locking rail, under and over the
upper locking rall from thence completely
around and etossed at one side of the stake,

—behind and under said upper rail, over and

below the outsnde end of the under locking

te1med1ate rails of the panel and secured to

‘the straight portion of the locking wire, said

locking ra,lls being adapted to be swung into
alwnmen‘r with each other after said lockmn*

40

ne of .the in-
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wire has been arranged In 1)081t10n to fowe |

the said wire into 1ts locking position and

spring the rails together, to bind or clamp
‘theirendstogether and Stralwht running wires
stretched from stake to St&k@ above and par-

allel with said locking rails, substantially as

- | set forth.
In a fence, the combination with the zigzag |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my smnature in

‘the pr esence of two witnesses.

JOHN E. KLINE.

Witnesses:
THOS. B. WILSON,
EDpGAR B. WILSON.
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