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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known thatl, STEELE MACKAYE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

haveinvented certain new and usefulimprove-
ments in means employed in place of the ordi-
nary drop-scene for screening or intercepting

the view between the audience and the stage |

and which I term a “Luxauleator;” and I do
hereby declare the following to bea full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the arttowhich
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates generally to stage ap-

- pliances, but more particularly to the means

employed for preventing the audience from

witnessing the operations or movements of

the actors behind the proscenium openingbe-
tween the acts, or when it is desired to shift
or re-arrange stage scenery.

The primary object of the invention is to
provide means for instantaneously intercept-
1ng all sight of anything that may be placed
or moved in the space at the rearof the pro-

scenium opening or arch, and thereby dis-

pense with the ordinary drop-scene or cur-
tain, which can only be raised and lowered at
the expense of considerable time, and is lia-
ble to hiteh or cateh in operation, thus caus-
ing delay and often exposing to the view of

" the audience the stage effects or movements

35
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~and blended in such manner as to intercept:

of actors or persons on the stage at times
when 1t is desirable that the view of the au-
dience shall be cut off. |

The invention consists essentially of a se-
ries of lamps set in suitable backings or re-
flectors placed in the form of a border or
other suitable arrangement around or about
the prosceninm opening 8o as to throw one
portion of space (in rear of theopening) into
complete shade while flooding the opposite
space (as the auditorinum in front of the open-
ing) with rays of light so crossing each other

all sight of anything that may be placed or

moved 1n the shaded portion of space. By

this means I dispense with the ordinary drop-
curtain and at the same time render it un-
necessary to extinguish the light in the audi-
torium when removing or shifting stage scen-
ery, and an instantaneous exhibition of scen-

1

|

I

ery or concealment of the operations of per-
sons behind the proscenium opening may be
effected without the objections incident to the
use of the usual slow-moving drop-curtain gs
and the slow and tedious process of manipu-
lating the same when it is desired to quickly.
change a scene; the audience meanwhile hav-
Ing the full benefit of a lighted hall.

~The invention is also applicable to decora- 6o
tive purposes, that is, for increasing the dec-
orative effect of rooms or portions of rooms,
either in private dwellings, orin churches, art
galleries, lyceums, libraries, or other public
buildings. | |

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification,and in
which similar letters of reference are used to
denote similar parts, Figure 1 represents a
front elevation of aportion of the proscenium 7o
wall of a theater with my invention applied
thereto. Fig.2 is a section taken on the line
II—II of Fig. 1. - | -

A, denotes a drop on which a sky-founda-

‘tion is painted. | 75

B, B’, B* denote movable stages on which
may be mounted scenery of any desired de-
scription, or which may be plain stages or a
plat-form of anyrequired size and dimensions
for the exhibition of dramatic or spectacular 8o
performances or for other purposes.

U, denotes the edge or boundary of the pro-
scenium wall or arch forming the proscenium
opening of a theater, or other similar open-
Ing in a building to which my improvement 35
may be applied. -

D, D, denote electric lamps which are pref-
erably arranged in the form of a border en-
circling the proscenium opening. These
lamps may be set in suitable backings E, 9o
which are also preferably reflectors, and are
adapted to direct or throw the light into the
space at the front of the opening and to cut
off or screen the light from the space back of
such opening. In this instance I have shown ¢z
a continuous concave reflector which sur-
rounds the opening and may be secured in
any proper manner to the edges of the wall .
or arch C. DButit is obvious that the form of

the reflector and the arrangement of the lights 100

may be varied in many ways without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention. Elec-
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tric lamps are preferable for obvious reasons, | complete shade, while flooding the opposite
“but any suitable source of light may be em-

ployed, and it is my intention to use gas or
any of the common methods of producing
lieht. Moreover, while reflectors are prefer-
able, any suitable backing which wiil cause
the rays of light to pass in the proper direc-
tion and prevent the light from entering the
shaded portion of space back of the lights may
be employed. The reflectors may also con-
sist of any of the ordinary forms and may
be arranged in a variety of ways, with pro-
vision for adjustment to change the angle of
the reflected rays to meet the necessities of
the case, and the lights may be bunched or
grouped according to taste, particularly
when used for decorative purposes, and may
be colored so as to impart any desired tint or
shade of eoloring. But the arrangement of
the lamps for theatrical purposes should be
such that the rays of light from opposite
lamps will cross each other centrally of the
proscenium opening at an angle, the degree
of which will depend upon the proximity of
the frontrow of seats to the proscenium open-
ing or arch. |
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is:—
1. In combination with the prosceniom

opening, a series of lamps bordering the same |

and provided with backings adapted to throw
the space back of the lamps andopening into

portion of space with light, so as to form 1n
effect a vivid curtain or screen of light that
will intercept all sight of persons or things
occupying the shaded portion of the space,
substantialy -as described.

2, Incombination with the proscenium arch
or wall having the usual opening therein, a
series of lampsarranged intheform of a border
about said opening, and a reflector or reflec-
tors adapted fto screen the light from such
opening so as to throw the space at the rear
thereof into shade and flood the-opposite

space with light, substantially as described.

3. In combination with the wall or arch
forming the proscenium opening, the contin-
uous concave reflectorsurrounding such open-
ing, and a series of lamps setin said reflector
so as to exclude the light from the opening,

35
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substantially as and for the purpose setforth. -

4. In combination with the division wall
having the opening therein, a series of lamps
bordering such opening and provided with
backings or reflectors adapted to flood the
space at one side of the opening with light

' and throw the opposite space into shade,sub-

stantially as described.
In testimony whereof I a
presence of two witnesses.

STEELE MACKAYE.

i

ix mysignature in

Witnesses:
POWEL CROSLEY,
SIDNEY CLARKE WHITE, Jr.
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