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To all whom it may concern.: A
Be 1t known that I, HEKRY STEPHENS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Bags,
of which the following is a specification.
- This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in mail-bags, whereby the locking of

the samse is facilitated and at the same time

‘the direction conveniently applied to the bag
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by means of a tag-receiver; and the invention
consists of a mail-bag the mouth of which is
provided with a number of slotted openings
reinforced by grommets, and a locking tongue
passed throughsaid openings when the mouth
of the bag is folded, one end of said tongue
being connected by a chain to a fixed staple
of the bag while the opposite end islocked by

a tag-irame which is applied to a staple at the

opposite end of the bag. Thelockingtongue
18 formed of a main-plate passing through the
grommet, and of T-shaped heads that are con-
nected by a pivot-pin which passes through a

centralopening of the main-plateofthetongue, |

as will be fully described hereinafter and

finally be pointed out in the claims. '
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

represents a perspective view of my improved

mail-bag; Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the

locking tongue of thesame,shown as detached

therefrom; Fig. 8 is a side-view of the mail-

bag shown with folded and locked mouth;
and Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse section of
the locking tongue, on line 4, 4, Fig. 2.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. | -
Referring to the drawings, A represents a
mail-bag of the ordinary construction, which
18 provided at its mouth with a number of
slotted openings a that are reinforeed by the
ordinary grommets a’. "'When the mail-bag is

~closed the mouth of the same is folded up, so

that the openings reinforced by the grommiets
are 1n line with each other, through which a
locking tongue B is placed, which is connected
by a chain b to a staple b’ which is attached
to one side of the bag, as shown clearly in Fig.
1. To the opposite side of the bag is applied
by means of a staple d, a tag-frame D into
which the tag on which the destination of the

bag is marked, is inserted. The tag-frameD
is provided with a slot d’ at its outer end,
which serves to be placed over the projecting
end of the locking tongue B. The locking
| tongue B is formed of three parts, a flat main-
| piece e formed of two plates which are riveted
together and which are provided with a lon-
gitudinal center hole formed of two grooves
arranged in the adjacent faces of the plates
of which the main-pieee is formed, and two T -
shaped heads ¢’ and e* which are connected by
a pivot-pin or spindle that passes through the
longitudinal hole of the main-piece and is rig-
1dly attached to the heads ¢’ and ¢*. The T-
| shaped heads e" and e® are provided with open-
ings 0° 0° respectively for attaching the chain
b and the bail of a padlock by which the mail-
| bag is held in closed position. By means of
the pivot-connection of the T-shaped heads
¢’ and ¢* with the main-part e of the locking
tongue b, the heads can be turned at right-
| angles to the plane of the main-piece e, which
1s done after the tongue is passed through the
grommets, as shown in Fig, 3, so that in this
position the heads bind on the folded-up
mouth of the bag and retain it firmly in po-
| sition, so as to permit the placing of the slot-
ted end of the tag-frame over the projecting
head e° of the tongue. A padlock isthen ap-

the mouth of the bagand the tag-frame locked
| thereby rigidly and reliably in position. By
this arrangement, a tag-frame on which the
| direction of the bag is marked, is furnished
' In connection with a reliable locking device
| for the bag, while the mail-bag can be con-

1 venlently opened and closed and is provided

with all the safeguards required by a good
and reliable bag. |

| Having thus described my invention, I
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent:

1. The combination, with a mail-bag the
mouth of which is provided with slotted open-
ings, a locking tongue passed through said
openings and connected atone end by a c¢hain
to a staple on the bag, and atag-frameapplied

| to a staple at the opposite side of the bag, said

tag-frame being provided with a slot for being
pblaced over the tongue and locked thereto,
substantially as set forth,
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plied to the head ¢* as shown in Fig. 3, and
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19/ The combination, with & mail-bag hav-. ] vided with aslot fitting over theopposite head -
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% e heads connected by a-longitudinal pin-and | mv invention I: have swneé my:] namc im pres- z 3

S pivoeted to said middle portion, sald heads be- | ence ¢ of tW@ Subserlbmﬂ* witnesses.
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