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JINTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH L. NORMAN,

OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURL

INDEX FILE-HOLDER,

SPECIFIO.P_LTION forming part of Letters Patent No. 489,686, dated J anuary 10, 1893.

Application filed Augnst 22, 1892, Serial No, 443,820,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JOSEPH L. NORMAN, of

- Kansas City, Jackson county, Missouri, have

IO

20

invented certain new and useful Implove-
ments in Index File-Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription,
refelenee bemn' had to the accompanymw
drawings, formmw a part hereof.

My mvention relates toan improvementin
index file holders and the object of my inven-
tion is to provide a holderof suitable size upon

which, on slips of paper or cards of suitable |
‘size plepared for the purpose, may be placed,

in alphabetical order, the names and dates of
cases on record, and which, when placed on
the holder, are filed away in pigeon holes or
other suitable receptacles.

To the above purposes my inv entmu con-
sists in certain peculiar and novel features

of construction and arrangement, as will be'

- hereinafter described and elmmed
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I will now proceed todescribe the invention

with reference to the aoeompan‘ymw draw-
1ngs, in which:

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
my mdex file holder, in position to be oper-
ated. Iig. 2 is a vertical sectional vView,
taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.
resents a perspective view of the 8pring ouide
wire showing a modified form of construc-
tion; the index holder being removed. Xig.
4 is a sectional view, taken on the line 4—4

of Kig. 8, and showing also the index holder
Fig. b represents a verti-

in proper pOblthH
cal sectional view of the index holder, de-
tached, and having a number of Sllps or
cards ther'eon containing the names and dates
of cases on record.

Referring now to t]:ie dmwmws in detail, 1

represents a board or slab of wood or other
suitable material of any desirable size and
form and having a recess 2 in 1ts upper sur-

face, and an opening 3 communicating cen-.

tr ally with said recess and extendmcrthmnn*h
the block 1. A plate 4 of thleknescs corre-
sponding to the depth of the recess 2 prefer-

~ably, is fitted and secured therein by screws

or other suitable means, and is provided with
a boss or projection which extends downward
into the opening 3. Secured rigidly at its

lower end in the vertical opening 6, extend-
ing through the plate and boss or projection

Kig. 3 rep-.

5, is the spring guide wire 7, which extends

upward for a suitable length and is bent over
and downward semicircularly at 8, the ex-
treme end thereof being pointed or sharp-
ened as at 9, for a purpose to be explained
hereinafter.

In my modified foun shown at Kigs. 3 and

4, a recess 2 is made in the block, a,nd has

cemented or glued therein a plate 10 having

a vertical hole 11 therethrough, in aﬂignment

with an opening 12 through the board. The
spring guide wire 7 has the bend 8 and sharp-
ened end 9, and further continues through
the openings 11 and 12, being bent horizon-
tally at 13 toward the front end of the board,
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the said horizontal portion 13 resting in a .

groove 14 for itsentire length, and having its
extremity secured by a scerew or rivet 15 to
the upper wall of the groove 14; the sald
groove is to aliow the bomd to rest perfectly
ﬂa.t upon the ta,ble or in other suitable posi-
tion.

Thé index card or slip holder is construct-
ed as follows; a small board or slab of wood
16 is provided with a recess 17 in 1ts upper

| surface and a hole or an opening 18 extends
! through said board orslab, and communicates
| centrally with the recess 17.
| cured in said recess by screws 20 or other

Aplate 19 is se-

stitable means, and is provided with a boss
or projection 21, which extends through the
opening 18. An opening 22 extends through
the said boss or projection and plate 17, and
the lower end of a vertically erected tube or
sleeve 23 being rwully secured therein. The
cards or slips 330 and the indicating card 23°
or paste-board or stiff paper plefelably, are
perforated and slipped over the tube or sleeve
23, and rest upon the board 16.

When desiring to place a new name for ree-

ordon the index, for example, a name begin-
ning with “ A” the index card or slip holder
is removed from its pigeon hole, and placed
upon the board 1 the pointed or sharpened
extremity 9 of the spring wire being inserted

‘in the upper end of the tube or sleeve 23;the

indicating card marked “ A” to deswna,te the
holder is then slipped from the tube or sleeve
23, onto the guide wire 7, and as many of the
index cards or slips as necessary. The in-
dex holder is then removed from its engage-
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ment with the pointed or sharpened end of
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the guide wire 7, the new name for record |

placed thereon, and the index holder returned
to its former position relative to the guide
wire, when the cards or slips and mdleatmn‘
card are returned to the index holder, whwh
may then be returned to its pigeon hole.

To prevent the slips or cards being acci-
dentally detached and lost, the spring wire
24 1s erimped as shown at 25 and forced into
the channel of the tube or sleeve 23, the up-
per end of the wire being formed into a loop
20, to afford a suitable finger hold when de-
sired to remove the wire 24, and to prevent
the accidental dlsplaeement of the cards or
slips as specified.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new therein and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:

1. Inan 1mproved1ndex fileholder, the com-
bination of a board, a plate secur ed therein,
guide wire in sald plate, with an in-
dex eard or slip holder, consisting of a board,
a plate secured therem anG a veltlcallj eX-
tending tube or sleeve i in said plate, substan-
tially as Set forth.

|

489,686

2. An 1mproved index file holder,compris-
ing a board, a plate secured therein, a spring
guide wire extending through said plate, the
upper end thereof being bent over and down-
ward, and pointed or sharpened, anditslower
arm bent horizontally and secured to the un-
dersurface or side of the board and an index
card or slip holder, comprising a board, a
plate secured therein, a boss or projection
from said plate, and a vertically extending
tube or sleeve in said plate, substantially as
set forth.

3. In animproved index card or slip holder,
the combination of a board, a plate secured
to said board, and a vertically extending tube
or sleeve, with a erimped spring wire, having
an enlargement or loop at itsupper end, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix mv signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

| JOSEPH L. NORMAN.
VYWitnesses: | .

TRABER NORMAN,

GEO. Y. THORPE.
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