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To all whom it may concern: _

Beit known that I, HENRY CLAY KITCHING,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Lick-
ing, in the county of Texas and State of Mis-
souri, have invented a new and useful Box-
Fastenel of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates 1:0 improvements in
fastening devices for the covers of boxes, the
object of my improvement being to provide a
cover-fastener for crates or boxes used for the
transportation of eggs or fruits, &e.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side view,

partly in section, of a box provided with my

improved fasteners. Fig. 2 is an end view of
the same. Fig. 3 is a detail view of the catch-
plate. Fig. 41s a similar view of the fasten-
ing detached

A represents the box, and B the cover there-
of, said cover being 10[1*}"61' than the box so
that its ends will overhang the same, and to
the under side of the overhanging ends of the

cover are secured the cleats C. To the ends

of the box, near their upper edges, are secured

“horizontal cleats D, the cleats upon the ends

of the cover being adapted to rest at their

Jower edges upon the upper edges of said

cleats D. |

The cleats C are provided at their centers
with vertical perforations E, in which are rev-
olubly mounted the bent pins, or L-shaped
fasteners F. The upper portions of the per-
forations are enlarged to form recesses ,and

the pins or fasteners are provided at their

upper ends with heads I, and within the said
recesses between the 11eads of the pins or fas-
teners and the bottoms of the recesses are ar-
ranged the coiled springs 1.

The lower cleats or box-cleats D are pm-
vided, in their front sides, with vertical slots
K, which register with the vertical perfora-

‘tions in the cover-cleats, small metallic catch-

plates L being permanently secured to the
lower edges of the box-cleats and provided
with the beveled depending shoulders M, hmr-
ing abrupt inner or rear sides. When re- |

| leased from the catch-plate on the box-cleat

by turning the horizontal arm out of engage-
ment with the shoulder on said plate, the
bent pin or fastener is elevated by its actuat-
ing spring and the cover is released. When

the cover is to be secured in place, the bent

pin or fasteneris drawn vertically downward
by pressure upon its horizontal arm until said
arm is below the plane of the lower edge of
the box-cleat, whereupon, by swinging sald
arm toward the shoulder upon the catch-
plate, it 1s caused to ride over the latter and
engage the rear side therecf. The lower arm
of the bent pin or fastener can only be dis-
engaged from the engaging shoulder by de-
pressing 1t a suificient distance to enable it
to clear the same. |

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s:

1 A fastemnﬂ‘ device fm boxes, crates, &c.
comprising a revoluble qpunn'-_supported L-
shaped fastener adapted to be carried by the
lid of the closure, and a catch-plate L, pro-
vided with a slot and a beveled shoulder, M,
to engage the free arm of the fastener, sub-
stantially as speecified.

- 2. In combination with a box or crate hav-
ing a slotted cleat, D, and a cover provided
wwh a depending elea,t C having a vertical
perforation, the L-shaped fastener mounted
in said perforation, and having a head at its
upper end, a spring coiled around the stem of
the fastener and supporting the head thereof,
and a catch-plate L, secured to the ander-sur-

face of the cleat D, provided with a slot to

register with the slotin said cleat,and having
a bweled shoulder M toengage the h0r1z0nta,1
arm of thefastener substa,ntlally as specified.

- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my swnatme in
the presence of two witnesses.

HENRY CLAY KITCHING.

Witnesses:
JAS. L. CAMPBELL,
MAGGIE MARR.,
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