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1o all whom 6 may cuncern:

Be it known thatl, ANDREW BRUNNER, ot
New York city, in the county and State of New
York, haveinvented a new and useful Clothes-
Line buppm ing-Link, of which the following
1s a full, clear, and exact deseription.

This mventlon relates to an improved ap-
pliance for the support of a weighted lower
strand of an endless clothes line. As ordi-
narily used, when unsupported the lower
strand of an endless clothes line, if partly or
entirely filled with damp laundried clothing,
is caused to sag, which impedes the longitudi-
nal movement of the line, so that danger is
incurred, and inconvenience to the operator
results from such a sagging of the line while
clothes are being placed upon it.

The object of this invention 1s, o provide
a simple and inexpensive link connection for

two strands of an endless clothes line which

will be adapted to travel freely upon said
line when in position, and that will sustain
the lower strand, transferring a portion of

weight therefrom to the upper strand, where-

by the operation of hanging clothes upon the
line or removal of the same, is greatly facili-
tated; the labor of moving the line being less-
ened, and danger diminished, that ordinarily
results from straining efiorts to move the com-
mon and unsupported endless clothes line.
My invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction and combination of par ts, as 1s here-
inafter described and claimed. |
Reference is to be had to the aecompanymﬂ'
drawings forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side view of an ordinary end-

less elothes line in use, and the improvement
applied to sustain the lower loaded strand ot
the line; Fig. 2 is a detached enlarged side
view of the improved line supporting link;
and Fig. 3 i8 an edge view of the link.

The endless line A is sustained as usual
by fixed pulleys ¢, one of which is near the
window B, of a dwelling, so that washed cloth-
ing may be located upon the lower strand of
the line through the window.

The 1mproved line supporting device shown

| ing figures, comprlses a lmk bar O, prefer-

a,bly eonstrueted of hard wood, asrepresented
in Figs. 2 and 3; the bar ha,vmn' a suitable
lenn'th is lonmtudmall} slotted as at 0, so as
to prowde parallel members, one of which is
diagonally cut apart, pr oducmﬂ' an entrance
slot ¢ for the line A. Near each end of the
link bar C, an anti-friction pulley d, is sup-
ported upon a transverse pintle e, whleh 1S
secured by riveting upon washers e’ at the
ends, or by eqmmlent means wnich will serve
to secure the pintlesin place, and also to pre-
vent the parallel limbs of the link bar from
improper divergence, this being particularly
of advantage if the bar is made from hard
wood as it will obviate the tendency to split
apart at the ends where the wood 1s cross
grained. In caseit should be desired to make
the link bar C of metal rod instead of wood,
the pulleys d can be placed upon the ends of
the bar where itis return bent; and thusserve
the same purposein like ma,nner with the pul-
leys mounted on pintlese, as betore described.
In service, there is a proper number of the
link bars C, provided, and when the lower
strand of the endless line A, is being filled

with clothing as shown in I‘w 1, several of
the improved line supports are hooked upon
each strand of the line at suitable distances

apart, the number used and space of removal
from each other depending upon the length
of the line and amount of weight on it.
will be seen,that the rotatably supported pul-
leys d, will reduce the friction of contact be-
tween the link bars C and the strands of the
endless line A, so that but slight effort is re-
quired to dla,w the upper stmnd toward the

window B, as the lower strand is progressively

filled by an operator at the window, and when
clothing is to be removed from theline, equal
facility is afforded for an endwise movement
of the line A, the link bars C being removed
along with the clothing for subsequent use.
By severing the link bar C, diagonally, to pro-
duce an entrance slot ¢, the link baris effect-
ually prevented from displacemeut until ma-
nipulated to remove it.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention, I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

so applied in Fig.1,and detached in the remain- | Patent,—
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1. In aclothesline supportinglink, the com-
bination with a link bar longitudinally slot-
ted producing parallel members, one member
being diagonally cut to form a line-entering
slot, of a pulley at each end of the bar and

adapted to rotate in the longitudinalslot, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A clothes line supporting link, compris-
ing a wooden link bar longitudinally slotted,

488,868

| diagonally severed through one parallel mem-

ber of the bar, and strengthened at the ends
by transverse pintles having washers thereon,
which pintles are supports for rotatable pul-
leys, substantially as described.
| . ANDREW BRUNNER.
Witnesses:
JOHN MCGINLEY,
MANUEL IL. IIEATLY.
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