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- To all whom it may concern:
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Be it known ‘that I, DAVID W. COLLINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and countyof Ph ila,delphia, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Devices for Moistening Envel-
opes, Wrappers, &c., which improvement is
fully set forth in the following specification
and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a device for moist-
ening envelopes, wrappers, &c., embodying a,
movable head, a piece of absorbent material
carried by said head, means for clamping said
piece, and adjusting the pressure thereof, and
means for guiding said head, as will be here-
inafter set forth. |

Figures 1 and 4 represent perspective views
of moistening devices embodying my inven-
tion.
line x, «, Fig. 1. Fig.3 represents a top view
of a detached portion of Figs. 1 and 2. Fig.
o represents a vertical section on line y, v,
Fig. 4.

Slmllal letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings:—A designates
a stand or ba,se from Wthh rise the posts B,
in which are vertical slots C forming ouides
for tongues D, the latter projecting from the
piece L, which with the opposite plece K,
forms a gravitating head for holding asponge
H or otherabsorbent material, which is placed
between sald pieces and clamped by means
of serews G, the lower portion J of said sponge
protruding below the head E, F, as at J, so as
to come in contact with the flaps of envelopes,
wrappers or other papers, to be moistened.
The scerews ( are provided with nuts K, for
connecting the pieces K and I of the head
and ad;]ustmﬂ' the pressure on the sponge.

The operation is as follows:—A pile of en-
velopes, &c.,is placed on the stand A, the head
raised, and the sponge moistened, it bemn* no-
ticed that the cummed portions of the ﬂaps of

the envelopes or of wrappers &c., to be moist-

K1g. 2 represents a vertical section on

l ened mebelowthesponﬂ'e The envelopes, &e. ,

are drawn out one after the other,and as they

contact with the portion J:of the sponge, the

gum or adhesive materialis moistened by the
same in a convenient, rapid, uniform and re-
liable manner. In orderto renderthesponge
more effective, in acting upon the gummed
portions of the flaps of the envelopes, wrap-
pers, &c., the head is curvilinear in length,
and the sponge assumes a similar shape, so as
to conform to the ﬂ'enelal :_-,ha,pe of said
gummed portion.

In Figs. 4 and 5, I substitute a box M for '

the pleces K and F of the head,shown in Figs.
1, 2 and 3, and place therein the sponge R, on
which is rebted the follower N. 'Seuured to
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the box are cross pieces P, to which are fitted

the screws Q, the lower endb or points of which
bear against the follower N, thus holding
the sponge in position, and pmviding‘ the nec-
essary pressure thereupon. The lower end

of the sponge protrudes through an opening

L in the bottom of the box, the opemtlon how-
aver, being similar m both constluctmns
shown |
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s:—
1. A ba,se, a standard rising theret’lom in

combination with a normally g mwtatmﬂ' head

containing an absorbent, said head bemﬂ'

guided on said standard, substantmlly as dc-_

%crlbed

2. A gravitating or normally descending
head LO[IT&II]H}D‘ an absorbent, a base, stand-
ards rising from said base and guiding said
head, a follower in said head, a screw bear-
ing dﬁ‘ﬂ,l[lbt said follower, and a cross pieceon
the head carrying said serew, said parts being
combmed substantially as descnbed

DAVID W. COLLINS

Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEM
R. H. GRAESER.
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