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lo all whom it ey concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN C. PETTIBONE, a
citizen of the United States,residing at An-
sonia, in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Garment-Sup-
porters; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make apd use the same.
My invention has for its object to provide
a supporter adapted for general use as a stock-

ing, drawers, or trousers supporter,and which

shall be especially valuable as a stocking-sup-

inexpensive to produce, easy to operate in
clasping or unclasping a stocking or other
garment, and so constructed that it will hold

a garment securely against any strain that

can ordinarily be applied, but at the same
time, should great strain be applied, will per-
mit the garment to slip without tearing.
With these ends in view I have devised the
simple and novel supporter which I will now
describe, referring by numerals and letters to

the accompanying drawings, forming part of |

this specification, in which—

Figures 1, 2, and 3 are respectively a side
elevation, a front elevation, and a section, on
an enlarged scale, of a form of my novel sup-
porter especially adapted for nse upon trous-
ers. Iigs. 4 and d are raspectively front and
side elevations of a form especially adapted
for drawers-supporters, and Figs. 6 and 7 are
respectively a side elevation in the ¢losed po-
sition and a front elevation in the open po-
sition of a form especially adapted for stock-
ing-supporters. | |

My novel supporter consists, essentially, of
a loop of metal, (denoted by A,) which is

adapted to pass on opposite sides of the stock-

ing or other garment to be supported and is

provided in its outer side with an opening 1,
and a clasp B, which is pivoted at the lower
end of the opening, is provided with an en-
gaging-plate 2, preferably corrungated on its
inner face and adapted to pass through the
opening, and with a catch 3, which is adapted

to engage the top of the loop and hold the | opening may or may not be used. It simply -
clasp in the engaged position. It will of I permits a portion of the trousers or other oar-
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course be understood that the details of eon- ;

struction may be changed to an almost un-
limited extent without departing from the
principle of myinvention. Ipreferablyhinge
the clasp to the loop in the manner shown in

the drawings—that is to say, the metal at the -

lower end, at the front side of theloop,is cut
away and rounded, as at 4, and the lower end
of the clasp is provided with a strip 5, which
is curved arcund the rounded part 4 of loop
A, therebyforming the hinge, as clearly shown
in the several figures of the drawings. The
opening in the front side of the loop may be
of any preferred shape. In certain of thefig-
ures I have shown the front side of the loop
as provided with a circular opening and in

| other figures as provided with an oval open-

ing and have shown the engaging-plate 2 as
shaped to correspond, substantially, with the

| opening. At the upper end of the opening is

an extension 6 of said opening, which receives
the shank of the clasp. It will be seen that

| the shank of the clasp is ecurved inward, so as

to cause the engaging-plate tolie parallel with
and close to the back plate of the loop when
in the closed position. |

The operation is as follows: The cateh is
disengaged from the top of the loop and the

clasp thrown outward. The stocking or other
garment to be held is then passed upward be-

tween the sides of the loop and the clasp
turned to the closed position, asshown, there-

by locking the stocking or other garment se-

curely in place and preventing it from slip-
ping out until the clasp is disengaged again.
I preferably form a finger-piece 7 for conven-
lence in operation upon the top of the catch,

| said finger-piece being formed by simply strik-

ing up a lip of metal upon the top of the catch.
In Figs, 1, 2, and 3 I have shown the back
plate of my novel catch as provided with a
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button 8, which is adapted to be engaged by

a suspender-loop, this form being especially

adapted for use as a trousers- button, the
trousers being passed between the sides of the
loop and the clasp beingoperated in the usual
manner. In this form I have shown the back
plate of theloop as provided with an opening 9,
registering with opening 1, but smaller.
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ment to be pressed into the opening,
permit the cateh to engage the top of the loop
more easily if the garment is thick.,

In Figs. 4 and 5 I have shown a form in |

~which the back plate is provlded with an or-

dinary safety-pin 10. Thisform isespecially

adapted for use as a drawers-supporter, the |

supporter being attached to the trousers by

means of the sa,fety-pm and the drawers being
engaged by the claSp in the same manner as

~ loop as provided with an engaging-loop 11,in | =

.I

a stockmﬂ*
In Flgs 6 and 71 ha,ve shown the top of the

which is secured one of the side strlps 12 of
a side garter. |

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— -
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A garment-supporter consisting of a loop of _

metal adapted to passon 0pp081te sides of the
garment, said loop having an opening in the
front plateﬂ a, elasp pwoted at the lower end

of the opening-and provided with an engag-
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lnﬂ‘-plate adapted to pass throughsaid open-

ing and lie close to the back. plate, and a
catch engaging the top of the loop in the
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closed position, wher eby the" O‘arment is re-

tained.

In testimony whereof I aﬁx my swnatme in

presence of two witnesses.

JOHN C. PETTI-BONE.

-Witnesses: L
- W. H. KAxNg, 7
- THOS. A. NELSON
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