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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WILLIAM HENRY WES-
TEN, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Traverse City,in the countyof Grand T'raverse
and State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Devicesfor
Preventing the Seratching of Fowls; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which

- My invention has for its object to provide
a device which will be capable of preventing
chickens from scratehing; and for this pur-

pose 1t consists of a suitable piece of material

prowded with rearwardly-extending points
and having means whereby it maybe loosely
secured to the leg of the fowl, thus permitting
it fo be dragged over the ground apon a for-
ward movement of the latter, but whereby
upon a rearward movement of the leg of the
fowl for the purpose of scratching, the points
of the piece will engage the ground, forcing
the chicken forward.

For these purposes my invention consists in
the construction, arrangement, and combina-
tion of the parts of which it is composed, as
will be hereinafter more fully described and
claimed.

Referring to the accompanying dmwmﬂ's,
in which corresponchnn' parts are designated
by similar numerals, Figure 1 isa plan view of
a device constructed in accordance with this
invention. Fig.2 is a side elevation thereoti.
Fig. 3 is an end elevation thereof.

The device consists of two principal parts,
The blade 1
consists of a single elongated carved piece ot

- thin metal, the convex side thereof being up

40

and the rear end being sharpened, as at 3.
The opposite end of the blade is bentupward
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and forward, then downward and rearward,

forming an eye 6, and then downward, form-

ing a bridee 4, the lower edge of which is bi-

fm cated, as at 5. Aring 2 passes through the 45
eye 6 and is adapted to be cauwht over the

leg of the fowl.

Such being the oonstructlon of my device,
the method of its use is as follows: The ring

2 is elipped on the leg of the fowl over the 50

blade 1, trailing behmd the budﬂ‘e 4 holding

| the eye 3a sufﬁment dlstance from the ﬂ*round

to prevent the ring 2 from falling oft the leg.
At the same time the curved shape of the

blade, taken in connection with one end there- 55

of, being raised, causes the point 3 to point
downwardly toward the ground, upon which
it rests, the elevated portlon of the blade pass-
ing over any small obstructions that may ex-
1st—such as pebbles, sticks, &e.
be evident that a rearward ‘movement of the
fowl’s leg will be resisted by the point 3 tak-
ing into the ground, foreing the fowl forward,
and 1t will thus be seen that the device will

prevent the fowl seratching,while at thesame 65

timeit offers no hinderance toa forward move-
ment of it.

Having thus desenbed my inv entlon what
I claim is—

- As a device for preventing fowls from jo

scratching, the hereinbefore-described blade,
having the rear end thereof pointed and hav-
ing upon the lower surface of its forward end
a bridge 4,in combination with means for se-
curing “the said blade to the leg of the fowl, 75
as deserlbed |

In testimony whereof I affix my swnatnre in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM HENRY WESTEN
YWithesses: | |

S. M. BROWN,
Caas. .. COBB.

It will now 6o
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