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To all whom it moy concern: |
Be it known that we, GREELY STEVENSON
CURTIS, Jr., of Boston, in the county of Suf-
folk, and JAMES MOTT HALLOWELL, of West
5 Medford in-the county of Mlddlese.a_ State of
Massaehusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Mechanical Ball Games, of which the
following description, in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification,
1o like letters and numerals on the drawings rep-
resenting like parts. |
Our invention consists of a new and useful
improvement in mechanical ball gaines.
- Ouar invention is especially applleable to a
15 miniature game of base-ball which will pre-

serve the ess_entlal elements of the field game

of base-ball, so that the miniature mecham-
cal game may be played under substantially
the same rules as the field game,

A specific apparatus by which the game of
base-ball may be played in miniature aecord
ing to our invention is represented and de-
Sembed as follows, with reference to the draw-
ings, in. which—

Figure 1 is a perspective drawing of the
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game-board upon which the miniatare ball-

field is laid out, the mechanical players being
shown in their respective positions. Fig. 2 is
a perspective drawing of one of the mechani-
30 calplayers. Figs.3*and 3°show the mechani-
cal bat in 1ts two extreme positions.

is a perspective drawing of one of the mov-

able players or pawns.
- In Hig. 1, P is a trough or chute bultd,bly
35 suppmted above the ﬂ'ame—board As herein
shown it has ifs upper and larger end rest-
ing in a slot A in the back board or center-
field fence and its lower end fterminating at
ornear the squareor pitcher’s box, (marked 1,)
4¢ the chute or pitcher being free at all points,
so that it may be moved both to vary its in-
clination and also to the right or left, either
bodily or radially, about the pitcher’s box 1,
to thereby vary not only the speed at which
45 the ball is delivered to the bat, but also to
vary the direction in which the ball shall ap-
proach the bat. F¥or purposes of further de-

seription the trough or chute P, or its mechan-
ical substitute, will be called the “pitcher.”
50 B represents a bat pivoted on a pin x in the
game-board in such a position that it may

Fig. 4| g

(No model.) |

l swing horizontally over the square or home-
plfl,te (marked 2.} This pivotx may belocated
eonvemently near one'end of the bat B. L 1s
a spring to actuate the bat. It is hereshown 55
as fastened to the bat so that it 18 1n a state
of tension when the bat is detained by the
trigceger T, Figs. 1 and 8. The tension of the
spring K is to be Sufﬁclent to swing the bat

| across thehome-plate2 whenthebat is releabed 6o

from the trigger T, KKK, Fig. 1, are pockets
affixed toorsituated in the ﬂ'ame-bo(%rd They
are shown herein as hood- shaped receptacles
mounted on the surface of the board and hav-
ing substantially-vertical entrances to catch 65
a ball moving swiftly over the game-board.
In front of each hood K is huuﬂ* a gate g,
which swings inward toward the hood, but
will not swingoutward. The construction of
the gate g 18 desonbed in connection with Fig. 7o
2. Heremafter the hoods K, in combmatmn |

| with the flaps or gates g, will be referred to

as “fielders,” thelr function being analogous
tothat of the fielding-play ers in the ﬁeld oame
of base-ball. ,

Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of a fielder,
The function of the fielder isas follows: When
a ball is batted by the bat B in the direction
of a fielder, before entering the fielder it must
pass the crdte g, which 1s here shown as hinged 8o
h,oi*izontally in front of the pocket. This ga,te
is hung so as to swing inward and admit
the ball. When the ball is in the fielder, the
gate swings back to its vertical position, the
pI’O,]thlllﬂ" corners n n of the gate striking 8;
against the supporting-pins ¢7,so that the ball
cannot pass back through the gate. =~
~ Returning to Fig. 1, R R R are ridges or
fences on the game-board, dividing the board
into several territories corresponding to the go
infield,short outfield,and long outfield of the
base- ball field. K F’ are 11dtres similar to R,
laid in directions atright angleb to each othel
and defining the boundary between “foul”
and “fair” territory as understood in the game 93
of base-ball. F and I’ are referred to here-
inafter as the “foul-lines.” The side walls
about the game-board are preferably of two
| heights. From the points where the foul-
lines F F’ touch the side walls to the back 100
wall already referred to as the *“center-field
fence,” and in which is the slot A, the side
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‘marked ¢ foul.”
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walls are subbtantlally equal to the back wall | the upper or slot end of the pitcher to the left

in height and are of greater height than the
walls a,bout that, part of the game -board
” At the front or bat end of
the game-board is a space in the surrounding
wall of suitable width to enable a player to
manipulate the bat by means of the string S,

~attached to the trigger T.

- 2O

The function of the ridges or fences R R is
double and is as follows: '
ted, if not caught by a fielder, may be ar-

‘rested by one of the ridges R and remain in

the territory bounded by the ridge against

which it has struck, or it may rebound from |
the ridge into the dmmond or infield, which

is-the square marked C D HJin Fig.1. This

rebound of the ball from a ridge R into the

- diamondisa mechanical movem ent analogous

20

to the action of a base-ball player who on the

real ball-field catches abatted ball and throws
-1t to the player at first base, thereby ‘¢ puttmn'

out” the batsman.
Figs. 3% and 3° show the action of the sprmw

" E and trigger T' on the bat B. Fig. 3* shows

25

the bat detained by the trigger in “such a po-
sition that the spring E exerts its force, tend-
ing to swing the bat to the position shown in

Flﬂ' 3%, V‘Vhen the bat is released from the

| tngger the spring causes the bat to swing
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- Kig. 1.
the bat, which is drawn into position and |
caught by the trigger, as shown in Figs. 1 and |

45

over the home-plate 2 to the posltlon shown

in Fig. 3°,
The rules of the game follow closely the

'rules of the field game of base-ball as far as |
- they are adapted to the apparatus described.
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“In connection with the game-board are used
a sultable numberof pawns orduminies, which
represent the batting and running ball team.

In Fig. 4 is shown a suitable form of pawn
for the battlnﬂ‘ and running ball-ted,m
of these is plaeed near the ba,t One person
playing delivers the balls from the pitcher P,
Another person playing man 1pula,tes

3°. The person handlmﬂ‘ the pl[cher may al-

ter the speed or direction of the ball or both |
the speed and direction of the ball by moving }

The ball when bat-

One-

or right or up and down, as his experience in

the game may dictate.
or -batsman isdecided by the methods peculiar
to base-ball. If the ball is hit by the bat to a

The fate of the pawn

safe place in the board—that is to say, if 1618

not caught by the fielder K norreturned tothe
diamond by rebounding from a ridge R—the

batsman is advanced to the proner corner of

55

the diamond and another batsman is placed

near the bat to represent the second player
of the batting and running team. As the
game goes on, the pawns areadvanced a suit-

able number of “bases” for each successive

hit, as in the field-game of base-ball.

We claim as our-invention—

1. A game-board provided at or near one
end Wlth a mechanically-actuated bat, com-

bined with angularly-arranged ridges on and

within the limits of the board to cause a ball

struck by a bat to rebound and be returned
to the vicinity of the bat and a downwardly-

inclined chute to deliver the ball upon the
board at a point between the bat and the said
ridges, substantially as deseribed.

- 2. A game-board provided with a mechani-
cal bat, combined with a series of ridges R,

armnﬂ‘ed on and within the limits of the sald--

6o
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ﬂ'a,me-bomd breaks in the said r1dﬂ‘es and

ﬂeldmﬂ*-hoods having substantmlly—vertleal

entmnces arranged 1mmedmtely behind sald

breaks subst&ntlaﬂy as described.

3. A gaine-board provided with a mechani-

80

cal bat, combmed with the several series of

ridges arranged in substantially the manner

| herem bhOWll to divide the board into infield,
! short outfield, and long outfield, and the foul- :
‘ridges F ¥, substantmlly as descrlbed

In testlmony whereof we have signed our

GREELY STEVENSON- CURTIS,
JAMES MOTT HALLOWELL.

JR.-_

| Wit-l'IeSS'eS-: | | |
- FREDERICK L. EMERY,
- ODIN B. ROBERTS.

‘names to this specification in the presenoe of -
two Sllbbcrlblnﬂ" wiinesses.
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