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To all whom it may concerrn.:

Be it known that I, THEODORE M. OWEN, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Alex-
andria, in the county of Licking and State ot
5 Ohio,haveinvented certainnewand usefullm-

provements in Locking-Rods for End-Gates;

and I do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art

10
‘same, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, and to the letters of relerence
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in locking-rods for the
end-gates of wagons or vehicles of any kind;
and it has for its object to provide a simple
and inexpensive rod of this description, which
will serve both to lock the end-gate securely
in place and also will serve to effectually
strengthen the wagon-box and prevent the
rear end of the box from spreading. .

To these ends and to such others as the
invention may pertain, the same consists in
the peculiar construction and in the novel
combination, arrangement, and adaptation of
parts, all as more fully hereinatter described,
shown in the accompanying drawings, and
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The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which form a part of
thisspecification, likeletters of reterence indi-
cating the same parts throughout the several
views, and in which—

Figure 1 is an end view of a wagon-box,
showing the end-gate secured in place by a
locking-rod embodying my invention. Hig, 2
is an enlarged detail view in perspective of
the rod detached. Fig. 8 is a detail in per-
spective of one of the rear corners of the
wagon-box, showing the end-gate as locked,
with the position of the end of the locking-
rod when the end-gate is released shown in
dotted lines. - |

Reference now being had to the details of
thedrawingsbyletter, A designates the wagon-
box provided with the usual form of sliding
zo end-gate B, said gate moving vertically be-
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to which it appertains to make and use the

then specifically defined in the appended

| tween vertical strips b b, which are secured to
the inner faces of the side-boards of the box
near their rear ends.

C designates the rod, which is constructed
with the centrally-located U-shaped handle c
for the purpose of operating the rod and con-
venientlyhandlingtheend-gate whenremoved
from the wagon-box or in attaching and de-
taching thesame. This rod Cissleeved within
eyes or keepers D’ at the upper ends of the

“vertical strips of metal D, the body portions
| of the rod upon each side of the handle por-
tion being when thus journaled in the eyes
D’ substantially flush with the upper edge
of the end-gate, as shown. The ends of the
| said rod extend over the upper edges of the
side-boards of the wagon-box and at points
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Aush with the outer faces of said side-boards

are bent at right angles to form the arms c?,
the extreme ends of the said arms being bent
inward at right anglesto the arms, thus form-
ing the lugs ¢

" The side-boards of the box are provided
upon their outer faces and at their upper rear
corners with metallic plates E,saild plates be-
\ ing provided attheir upperedges with notches

E’ for the reception of the body portion of the
rod C, and at their rear edge each of said
plates is provided with a horizontal recess or
slot D=. |
' The operation of the device is simple and
| readily understood. In securing the end-gate
in place it is simply necessary to turn the rod
C by means of its operating-handle, so as to
| cause the lugs ¢® at the ends of the rod to en-
ter the horizontal recesses D* in the plates E.
i It will be seen that when thus locked the end-

oate will be securely held in place, and that

the arms ¢® of the rod, folding or turning as

they do down over the outer faces of the side-
| board of the box, will effectually hold the up-

per rear corners of the box against possible
| spreading.

plied to a sliding or lifting end-gate, 1do not
desire to limit myself to such application, as
it is at once evident that it is equally well
adapted for use in connection with the ordi-
nary forms of hinged gates.

While I have shown my locking-rod as ap-

15

80

g0

93

Having thus described my invention, what 1co
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I claim to be new, and desire to secure by | with the ends of the locking-rod, all arranged 1o

upon the end-gate within which the said rod
is sleeved, the side-boards of the box, plates Witnesses:

upon the outer faces of the side-boards, and -~ JAMES RR. LADD,
notches or slotsin said plates for engagement - IFRED C. MEARANVILLE.

Letters Patent, is— and operating as set forth.
In combination, the end-gate, the locking- Intestimony whereof Iaffix mysignaturein
rod having central U-shaped handle and arms | presence of two witnesses.
5 C% provided with lugs ¢?, the eyes or keepers THEODORE M. OWEN
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