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To ell whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CAROLINE BENNETT
and ARTHUR E. PARKINSON, citizens of the
United States, residing at Kansas City, in the
county of Jackson and State of Missouri, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
mentsin House Letter-Boxes; and wedo here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,

will enable others to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings,forming a part of this specification.

T'he object of our invention is, first, to pro-

vide means for preventing the unauthorized |
tends from the front side A’ to the side A*in

abstraction of letters from the box; second,
to prevent the moistare upon the bottom of
each compartment of the box from extending
to the letters.

Our invention further consists in the novel
construction and combination of parts, which
will first be fully described, and specifically
pointed out in the claims. |

- Inthedrawings, Figurelisafrontelevation
of the improved letter-box,showing the trans-

verse openings for the insertion of the letters
Fig.2isalongitudi- |

and the pendent gunards.
nal vertical sectional view of the letter-box,
looking towardthefrontandshowing the open-
1ng for the letters,theinterlocking guard pins
and posts, the separate compartments for the
letters, and the inclined corrugated floor to
each compartment. Fig.3isatransverse ver-
tical sectional view of the letter-box, taken
uponthelinexzof Fig.1. Fig.4isadetail view
1n perspective showing a portion of the front
of the box with the opening for the letters
and the posts on the inner side of the front
wall; also showing the bottom of one of the

~compartments above the horizontal line of

40

the opening for the letters, showing the pins
interlocking with the posts, and also the se-
ries of swinging pins graduated in length.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures. |
- In the construction of our improved letter-

boxwehave designed the same tocontainthree

compartments ¢ ¢’ a? one above another, and
forthispurpose we make arectangular-shaped

| wall or side A% and a bottom A3, The front 50

side A’ extends in an upward direction a dis-
tance equal to the combined height of the

two lower compartments g a” and a short dis-
- tance above the line of the floor of the upper

compartment a®. The otherside A*extendsa 55
short distance in height above the horizontal

-plane of the side A’. -
and exact description of the same, such as |

A* is the top of the box, one side of which
is attached to the upper end of the side A®

“and the other side extended 1n an outwardiy 6¢
~and downwardly curved line and attached to

the upper end of the front portion or side A’.
A’ represents one end of the box, which ex-

the transverse direction of the box and from 65
the bottom A2 to the top A%t The other end
of the box is provided with separate doors for

“each one of the compartments ¢ ¢’, the com-

partment ¢ being provided with a door A° .
upon which door is a lock B. The compart- 7o

‘ment a’ isprovided witha door A", upon which
~door is a lock B’, both of which doors are
"hinged to the back A®and are locked with
‘the front portion A’ of the box.

The end of the box above the door A7is left 75
open, for the purpose hereinafter described.

' Each compartment ¢’ a®* above the compart-
‘ment ¢ is provided with a floor-partition C,

which extends in a transverse direction from

the front side A’ to the rear side A’and from 8o
| the end A° to the other end of the box.
‘tween the compartments a a” the bottom is

Be-

inclined at an angle to the bottom A° of the

‘box in the direction of the door A" and ex-
tended beneath said door and a short dis- 8s
‘tance beyond the sides A" A~
-C is corrugated, the lines of the corrugations
extending in the direction of the said door
A", Between thecompartments ¢’ ¢* is placed
‘a partition or floor C’, which is also corru- go
gated and inclined in thesame direction and
‘degree as that of the floor C and forms the
| top to the lower compartment c.
through the front stde of the box, directly be-.
neath horizontal lineof the floor C, isalongi- 95
tudinal opening D, which communicates with
the compartment a, the width of which open-

The bottom

KExtending

box A with a front wall or side A’ and a rear | ing is narrow, so as to admit an envelope of
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a considerable thickness and the drop cover
orshield hereinafter deseribed. Beneath the
horizontal line of the partition or floor C’ and
through the front A’ is made a longitudinal
opening D’, which is similar to the opening

D and ecommunicates with the compartment

a’. Inthe compartment a, and pivotally at-

tached at its upper end to the under side por-
tion of the floor C a slight distance from the

inner side portion of the front A’, isaswing-

ing pin L, the other end of which pin extends

downwardly past and close in position to the

opening D and a short distance below the
lower edge of said opening. A multiple se-
ries of said pinsis then attached tothe under

side of said floor C, parallel with the frontside

A’ and arranged at proper distances apart.

On the inner sideof the wall A’ a short dis-

tance beneath the lower edge of the longi-
tudinal opening D is cast or formed a post

I, whichextends horizontally a shortdistance |

from the said wall contiguous with and at one

sideof one of the swinging pins E, and its outer
Similar pins

end 1s made with a sharp point.
extend from the inner wall and near each of

the swinging pins E, which latter interlock
with the posts F. Toward the inner wall of

the rear side A% of the box and attached to the
under side of the bottomn C are a series of

swinging pins ¢ ¢/, which are similar to the

pins E. One seriesecare made slightly longer
than the pins E, and the next series ¢? are

longer than the series ¢’, the latter series be- |

ing placed in a line parallel with the rear wall

A# thus graduating in length the pins rear-

wardly from the opening D. -
In the compartment ¢’ and pivotally at-

tached to the under side of the partition or

floor C’, in a like manner as in the compart-
ment a, are similar graduated swinging pins,
and also the posts, which areinterlocked with
a contiguous series of swinging pins, which
operate in a like manner. |
Within the opening D, in the side A’ of the
box and near the upper edge of said opening,
18 Inserted from the outside of the box the
drop cover or shield G, which consists of a
thin strip of nearly the same length of the
the opening D and narrow in width. Upon
each of the covers G, near its inner edge, is a
pivot g, (see Fig. 2,) which pivots enter the
edges of the sides of the opening D. The
outer longitudinal edge of the cover G extends
downwardly a slight distance below the lower
edge of the opening D. 1Inthe opening D’ is
arranged a similar cover or shield G, both of
which serve to exclude water from the open-
ings D D’. Thecovers may, however, be hinged
tothe outside of the box, if preferred. In the
front A’ of the box are glass-covered open-
ings H H, through which the mail deposited
in the box may be seen. The letters which
are delivered by the postman are inserted by
him through the opening D of the compart-
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ment ¢’ of the box, which for convenience is
marked upon the outside as the one intended -
for the reception of the delivered mail-mat-
| ter. As the letter enters the opening D 1t

strikes the series of pins K, which arethrown
backward in the direction of the side A* of
the box, and the letter falls upon the corru-
gated floor C. In falling from the opening
D the lower end of the pins meet the side of
the letter which is presented upwardly and
rides over the projecting pins on the under
side of the opening D and falls upon the bot-

tom C, the weight of the pins in the rear of

the opening causing the letter to fall flatwise
upon the floor C.
By meansof the series of swinging pins and

posts we are enabled to prevent the removal
of the letters once placed in the box, the pins

70

80

E acting to bar the opening D, so that upon

an attempt being made to extract the letters

unlawfully through the opening ID the longer

series of pins e ¢’ intercept the raising of the

letters in a vertical position and consequent
purloining of the letters through the said

opening, the posts I, in conjunction with the

series of swinging pins, preventing the proper
angle to be given to the letter to permit of its
withdrawal, and the points upon the posts
engaging with the side of the letter retards its
movement., Any waterthat may find entrance
to the box will be confined within the corru-
gations of the bottom of each compartment

gle

95

and will pass off beneath the doors of each

compartment. The pins E may be made as
heavy as desired and extending in length as

far as necessary to guard the letters at the

bottom or floor of each compartment, and the

box may be made in a different form and with

but one compartment, as the requirements of
the service may demand. We may also use
a sliding box and dispense with the doors of
the box without changing the principal ob-
jects of our invention.

IHaving fully deseribed our invention, what
we now claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In a house letter -box having vertical
sides and a fixed topand a longitudinal open-

ing through one of said sides near said top
for the reception of the letters, the combina-
tion of vibrating pins within said box, at-
tached at their upper ends to the under side
of the top of said box and having their lower
ends extending downwardly in juxtaposition
to and past thelower edge of said opening, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.
2. In a house letter - box having vertical
sides and a fixed top and a longitudinal open-
ing through one of said sides near said top
for the reception of the letters, the combina-
tion of vibrating pins attached at their upper
ends to the under side of the top of said box
and arranged in multiple series and having
the lower ends of one of said series of pins
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extending downwardly in j uztaposition to |

and past the lower edge of said opening and

the lowerends of another series in rear there-

of and extending downwardly and in length
beyond the lower ends of the first series, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.
3. In a house letter-box having a suitable
opening in one of its walls for the reception
of the letters, the combination of posts ex-
tending from the inner walls of said box be-
neath said opening, and vibrating pins sus-
pended from said inner walls, graduated in
length and having one series of said pins in-

!

terlocking with said posts, substantially as
and for the purpose described. |

CAROLINE BENNETT.
ARTHUR E. PARKINSON.

Witnesses tothe signature of Caroline Ben-
nett: |

PATTI MOORE,

S. L. C. HASSON.

Witnesses to the signature of Arthur E.
Parkinson:

S, L. C. HASSON,
HUGH J. MCGOWAN.
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