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- Unrtep StaTes PaTeENT OFFICE.

- CHARLES DODGE, JR., OF FORT BAYARD, TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO.

BLANKET-ROLL SUPPORT FOR SOLDIERS.

SPEG‘IFICATION formmﬂ* pa,rt of Letters Pa,tent No 486,370, dated November 15 1892
_ Apphca.tlon filed June 20, 1892, Serial No. 437,423, (No mndel) -

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES DODGE, Jr.,
first lieutenant, Twenty fourth Infantr Y,
United States Army,stationed at Fort Bayard,
in the county of Grant and Territory of New

Mexico, have invented a certain new and Im- |

proved Blanket-Roll Sapport, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

- The object of my invention is to provide a
substitute for the knapsack or pack of any
kind which can be conveniently worn by the
foot-soldier and by means of which he can

-carry with the least discomfort in marching

the blanket-roll and all other articles of lug-
gagerequired for field service which are ordi-

narily transported in the knapsack; and my .

invention consists in a yoke, preferably of
elliptical form, which may be worn diagonally
across the body from the left shoulderto right
hip and to which all the foot-soldier’s equip-
ment may be readily attached by strapping
or in a Similar or equivalent manner. The
pack when made up is secured 1n place by
suitable straps or bands, the ends resting at
or near the hip.

My invention further consistsin the general
construction of a device having the above-
mentioned objects in view, as will be herein-

after pointed out in the claims, being first

C 1s a shoulder-strap, which is attached at c
to the yoke and which is made adjustable at

one end, so that it may suspend the blanket-

support slightly above the shoulder over
which 1t is passed.

D represents a steady mg-stmp, which is
adapted to the lower end of the yoke and is

-provided with a hook D’, which may enter the
“cartridge-belt or other a,rtu,le on the body of
‘the wearer.

E represents lacing-strings, which are de-

signed for the purpose of holding the lower

ends of the frame together, and F a spacing-
bar for holding them apart, the effect of the
strings and bar being to hOld the ends of the
yoke rigidly and fo permit them to be ad-
justed within certain limits. for the purpoae

of adapting the yoke to the person.

(x represents a pair of studs about m1dwa
between the top and bottom of the frame, and

to these ends are attached straps I for sup-

porting the canteen or haversack, or both, as

may be desired. These straps may be slotted

to pass over the studs G or they may be fixed
1n place by said studs, and they extend down

| to near the lower end of the support, being

fully desceribed with reference to the accom-

panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the sup-

port complete, butwith the roll removed; and
Fig. 2 is a similar view illustrating the man-

ner of using the device.

A represents the yoke or frame of my im- |

proved blanket-roll support, which is con-
structed, preferably, of a piece of wood bent to
oval shape, the same being, when shaped, of
sufficient length to reach from one shoulder
diagonally across the body and slightly below
the opposite hip and of width or diametersuf-

ficent to avoid contact with either the chest |

or the back of the wearer.

The wooden strip forming the yoke is pref-
erably made to taper slightly in width and
thickness from the middle to each end. This
yoke is provided withroll-straps B, attached

in any sultable manner to the frame and

embraced by the straps B which hold them
in the yoke.

H represents a supplemental shoulder strap
or band, which is also secured on the studs G
by means of perforations h,and this strap or
band passes over the shoulder opposite to that
which supports the roll and around the body
beneath the other arm. It may be adjusted
relatively to the yoke in order to support
more or less of the weight of the pack, as may
be necessary for the comfort of the wearer.
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This strap also assists in preventing displace-

ment of the pack when in use.

~In using my improved blanket-roll support
the blanket is spread and all the articles
which are usually placed in the knapsack, in-
cluding extra ammaunition, if desired, are ar-
ranﬂ'ed along one edge of the blanket after
Whleh it 18 rolled so as to embrace them the
roll being made as small in diameter as prac-
ticable.
around the outside of the yoke and the straps
B buckled around it to hold it in place. The

so adapted .to be buckled over and hold the | two ends of the roll terminate near the ends
of the yoke, and around them are tied the

blanket-roll around the outside.
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The roll, being thus formed, is laid
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lacing-strings E for the purpose of preventing
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the escape of any of the loose articles con-
tained within the roll. If extra ammunition
is carried in the roll, it may be carried near
the ends and confined by the lacing-strings
in such a manner that when it is desired for
use the strings may be loosened, when the
ammunition will be delivered into the hand.

The blanket-roll constructed as above de-
seribed affords a convenient means for carry-
ing the blanket and all the articles usually

carried in the knapsack. It issupported upon

the body in a manner which causes the least
possible discomfort to the wearer, avoiding
the pressure of straps beneath the arms and
the weight on the chest or small of the back,
and hasmany otheradvantagesoverthe knap-
sack and other old modes of carrying the nec-

essary equipments of the foot-soldier, besides

being readily put on and taken off.

Having thus described my invention, the
following is what I elaim as new therein and
desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. The herein-described blanket-roll sup-
port, consisting of a yoke formed to surround
the body, substantially as shown, and having
straps for attaching the blanket-roll,substan-

‘tially as herein shown and described.

2. The herein-described blanket-roll sup-
port, which consists of theyoke bent or formed
tosurround thebody and adapted to rest upon
one shoulder and the opposite hip, the roil-
attaching strapslocated at intervals along the

~yoke, and the bracing-strap H, also attached
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to the frame and adjusted to pass over one
shoulder and beneath the opposite arm, sub-
stantiallyin the manner shown and described.

3. The herein-described blanket-roll sup-
port, consisting of the flexible yoke bent or
formed to surround the body and to be sup-
ported upon one shoulder and one hip, sub-
stantially as described,and having straps for
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attaching theroll,and the spacing connection

at the lower ends of the yoke, substantially
as herein described. |

4. The combination of the yoke bent or
formed to surround the body diagonally from
one shoulder to the opposite hip, the straps
on the frame for embracing and holding the
blanket-roll, and the steadying-strap D, con-
nected with the frame near the lower end and
adapted for engagement with the belt or other
object on the body of the wearer, as and for
the purpose explained.

5. Theblanket-roll support consisting of the
combination of the yoke bent or formed to
surround the body and adapted for suspen-
sion from the shoulder or shoulders and hav-
ing straps for embracing and holding the
blanket-roll, the straps for suspending and
embracing the yokeon thebody,and thestraps
[, attached to the frame and adapted to sus-

‘pend the haversack or canteen,substantially

in the manner explained.
CHAS. DODGE, JR.
Witnesses:
JOHN LAPHAM AULLIS,
CHARLES JUDSON CRANE.
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