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To all whom it may concern.:

‘Be it known that I, EDWARD F. BASSETT, a

. citizen of the United States, residing at Sey-

mour, in the county of New Haven and State

of Connecticut, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Folding Tables;

~and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear,and exact deseription of the inven-

tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
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‘novel table, the legs being in the folded posi-
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folded together.

art to which it appertains to make dlld use the

- same. |
My invention has forits object to providea |
folding table which may be either square or
‘round and which while retaining the folding

principle may be made sufficiently high for a
card-table without makingthelegsthemselves
elther jointed or extensible, it being essential

in this class of tables that they shall be sim-

ple and inexpensive to produce, stand per-
fectly firm when set up, be free from obstruc-
tions on the under side, so that card-players
may sit with their knees under the table,
and,furthermore, that the legsshall fold under
the ta,ble compactly when it isnot in use, I
am aware that oblong tables have heretofore
been made with two. legs at each end which
T'hese tables do not make
satisfactory card-tables, however, it being de-

sirable in card-tables that thev should be

either square or round.

In orderto overcome the various objections
to folding tables now upon the market and to
produce a folding table which shall be adapt-
ed for general use and especially adapted for
use as a card orgame table, Il have devised the
novel folding table which I will now describe,
referring by numbers to the acecmpanying
dmwm{rs forming part of this specification,
in Whleh——

Figure 1 is an inverted plan view of my

tion; Fig. 2, an inverted plan view, the legs

.bemg extended and Fig.3is a sectmn on the
~line x @ 1n Fig. 2

1 denotes the top of the table, whwh in the
present instance 1 have shown square with
rounded corners.

2 denotes cleats around the edges, which I
preferably use for the purpose of bracing the
top and also bracing the legs against lateral

movement when the table is set up, thelateral

- strain being therebyremoved from the hinges.

!

Sdenotesmdependent legs,which are hinged
at 4 on the under side of the top d1:-3,«:"<:1r113.113T
opposite to each other, but slightly offset, as

more clearly shown in Kig. 1, so as to fold in-

ward side by side, clea,ts 9 being provided
with recesses 9, which just receive the hinged
ends of the Ie%, and the legs belng prowded
with shoulders 6, which rest upon the cleats,
as shown in Fig. 3, when the table is set up.
Each leg 1s plmided on opposite sides with
sprmﬂ'-blaces’T which are preferably formed
from single pieces of wire and are held in
place in “the legs by plates 8, which permit

the braces to tum freely when the legs are
The free endas of the_

being folded or set up.
braces are bent outward at an angle, forming
lags 9, which slide In grooves 10 In dlaﬂ*o-
nally-arranged plates1l, “secured on the under
side of the table. Plates 1l are also provided

‘with transverse holes. 12, which are engaged

by the lugs when the len‘s are at the set-up
position, therebv locking “the legs firmly in

place.

13 denotes guards on the under side of the
top, which may or may not be used and
which simply act to prevent the braces from

‘being sprung inward far enough to disen-

gage them from the grooves. Two of the
legs diagonally opposite to each otherare pro-

535

6o

75

8o

vided at their mid-length with recesses 14on

are also dia ronallv opposite toeach other, are
provided at heir mid- length W’lthleGBSSES 15
in their outer sides.

The operation is as follows: Suppose the
table to beset up and that it is desired to fold
the legs. The operator turns the tableover, as

“in Fig. 2, pressing the spring-braceson the two

legs, havmn‘ recesses on their outer sides, in-
1nward Suﬁelently to disengage lugs 9 from
holes12 and then foldssaid leﬂ*s down to place,
as in Fig. 1. The operator then presses the
spring-braces on the otherlegs inward in the
same manner and folds them down over the
legs first folded. As the recesses 15 in the

‘their innersides,and the other two legs,which
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legs first folded lie upon the outer sides and

‘the recesses 14 lie upon the inner sides, it fol-

lows that said recesses will register at the
center of the top on the under side when all
the legs are folded, as in Fig. 1, thus permit-

ting the legs to fold closely under the table,

the friction of the spring-braces against the
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. bottoms of the grooves in plates 11 being suf- | ly-arranged plates 11, provided with grooves =

ficien

and

tto retain the legs in the folded position,

80 that the table may be carried about with-
- out the slightest danger of The 1en‘s swinging
outward.

- Having thus descrlbed my- mvenitloﬂ 'I=

01&1111' R

:Sald ele&ts bemﬂ'lecessed on then muel smeq :
lndependent legs hinged to said top and
~adapted to fit into said - recesses when 1n up-
- right position, said legs and recesses being

;dlampall} placed and %lwhtlv oﬂ'set to allow |

en ﬂ*aﬂ'e sald 1ecessed elea,t.s .When the legs are
l-n-uptwht Pposition, said legs and recesses be-
ing diagonally placed and slightly offset, so

that the dld“‘OHall} 0pp081te leﬂ*s w111 fold &,1dei ji

«elosely aﬂ'dlnst the UI]dPI' c-,1de ot the ta.ble-=
top when in folded p081t10n Substantml]y as
- described.

3. Afolding table consisting of a top hav-

. ing 1ndependent legs hinged theleto and ar-
ranged to fold inward in pairs from the di-

40

agonally-opposite cornersthereof, said top be-

ing provided on its under side with diagonal-

| prekenee of two mrltnesses

10 and-transverse holes 12, and the -Sald legs

to engage said holes. -
4. A fo].dmo' table consisting of a top, leb

‘being provided with the outwardlv -springing .
‘braces 7, extending on both sides of each of 45
| said le'frb and h&vnwlugs Jat theu outerends .

__: hmﬂ'ed dlaﬂ ona,lly oppOSIte eaeh other on the: EREN

.11 on: the under 51de of thetOp, havmggmoves. .
10 and Loles12, andspring-braceson opposite
sides of the legs, which are provided with =
lugs adapted to slide in- the grooves and to -

engage the holeq as and for the purpose set
| -fOlth B -
5 A foldmcr table cons1stmﬂ' of a top, 1ude—. |

arranged plates 11 on theunder side of the top,

-llfwing gmoves 10 and holes 12 and Spriuﬂ'-r

;10(31{theleﬂ‘slnprrSItlonwf:i::w-:-:-:-:-:-:-.=.

. =0ther on the undm sLde thel eof dmgonally-- S

| :2 : Thee_eombmatlon in a foldmn* ‘r&ble.. of a '
:t0p,-eleats_-surroundmn‘.theouter edﬂ'e there-
. of, said clea,ts besings reﬁessed on itheiri im:ler- t

6o

6. A folding table consisting of - independ-
-ent lefr% hmﬂ'ed d]dﬂ'onally opposwe eaeh EER

=111n' dlﬁenﬂaﬂfed f rom the ﬂ*rooves of the. plate%
In testlmony whereof 1 afﬁx my swnatme in.

Witn esaes
SAMUEL A. BASSETT,
AUcUusTUS J. SCHNEIDER.
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