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- _Tr::a all whonv it may concern:

- Beitknown thatl, HENRY MEINHARD, aun-

. '?en of the United Stdteﬂ residing at Chlcago

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

‘have invented a new and useful Improvement

o _‘.m Bottle-Filling Devices, of whlch the follow-
- Ing 18 a spemﬁeatmn

My invention relates to devices for bottling

~ beer or other fluids, and has for its object to

ID

‘provide convenient means in connection with
beer-bottling devices whereby to obviate the
danger of bleakmﬂ* bottles when the process

- of ’ioo‘[tlm*ﬂr IS bemﬂ' rapidly conducted.

- My mventlon is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of a

' _bottlmﬂr device with myimprovementapplied;
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Fig. 2, a detail of the improvement or bracket;

Fig. 3, a detail of the cushion.

lee parts are indicatesd by the same letters
in all figures.
- A is a small tank into which the beer or
fluid flows from its reservoir and in which
the beer or flnid might be supposed to stand
at a point, say, half-way up tue side. Pivoted
upon the lugs B BB is the siphon-tube C, car-

Tying the weight D and normally resting in-

~ theposition indicated in Fig. 1, whereits lower
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end E rests firmly against an elastic cushion
I in the lower inner part of the tank. The

tabe passes out through the slotoropening G
in one end of the t(mk o

- I is a bracket,shaped as shown, havingthe

side pieces J J, perforated at K for screws,
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. tened at the end of the tank and about the

-~ slot.

whereby thesald bracket may be securely fas-

The bracket when so applied leaves a

- sort of aperture between its sides and between

the tank, into which the cushion L is inserted.

This cushion is made of any elastic material—
~as, for example, rubber,
- eork could be used.

though leather or
This cushion has a

~long vertical slot M to coincide in a degree
“with the slot G, and through both slots a si-

- phon-tube pr OJeCtb

This SIphOIl tuhe has a

) lawer aperture N.

-0 18 a plate secured to and projecting out-
mdly from the tank and having a mouth-

plece to receive the top of the bottle

R is a plate secured on top of the end of the
tank and having a lip projecting over the
cushlon L.

|

The construction and relative arrangement
of the several parts may be considerably al-
tered, and I do not lay any stress upon the
materials employed or suggested, as various

‘materials performing the same functions

might be substituted for those suggested.
The use and operation of my invention are

as follows: In the ordinary bottling of beer &

device very similar to that shown hereis ire-

quently used, and the bottles are filled in the.

following manner: The tube N is passed into
the bott]e until the head or top of the bottle
comes near to the tank, when the bottle 1s de-
pressed until its head or the flange about the
top rests above the plate O, the neck of the
bottle being in the recess P. Here the bottle
remalns, and since by this motion the siphon-
tube C is turned about its pivotand its end L
is removed from the closing-cushion F the
fluid in the tank will be free to flow through

the siphon-tube into the bottle, filling it from

the tank. The fluid will continue to flow un-
til the bottle is full; when by removing the

| bottle the siphon-tube will be immediately re-

stored to its position, the gravity of the weight
D aceomplishing this result. Now to per form

this process economically requires very rapid

working, and it is found that in practice very
many-—in faet, a very large percentage—of the
bottles filled or used will be more orless broken
or shattered about the heads or tops by en-

cgagement withthetank,especiallyascompara-

tively-careless workmen are frequently em-
ployed. Now by providing the bracket and
the cushion about the slot and about the tube,
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the exposed portion of the cushion being so

large as to receive the whole of the top of any
ordinary bottle, it is evident that no matter
how rapidly the work is done the bottle can
never come in contact with the tank proper,
and therefore can never thus be shattered or
injured. To remove the cushion and substi-

tute another, it is only necessary to release

the bracket and slide the cushion down along
the tube and put another in its place and re-
store the bracket to its position. The same

result may be accomplished by removing the
upper plate Rand lifting out the siphon-tube,
sinceitssupporting-lagis removably attached.
to the inner part of the tank.

1t 1s obvious that this apparatus may be
| used for bottling any kind of fluid as well as
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beer, though it is especially designed for that | of the tube, the perforation in such cushion

puI'pose

I claim—

1. In a fluid-bottling apparatus in which a
tube projecting from a tank is employed to

supply the fluid to the bottle, the combina--

tion, with the tank, of a Slotted opening at
one end, through Which the tube projects, a
bracket about such opening and secured to
the end of the tank and having a receptacle
open at one side to hold a cushion, and a slot-
ted cushion adapted tobereceived within such
receptacle and 1o permit the tube to pass
therethrough.

2. In an apparatus for bottling fluids, the

combmatlon of a tank with a tube projecting |

therefrom and adapted to supply the fluid to
the bottleandabracketon thesideofsuchtank
having an opening of greater diameter than
the dlameter of the head of the bottle to be

used, with a cushion adapted to rest in such |
bracket and perforated topermitof the passage |

being oblonfr and the tube being pivoted so
as to swing thr ough such perforatlon
3. In an appar&tus for bottling fluids, the

combination of a tank with a tube projecting

therefrom and adapted to supply the fluid to
the bottle, a bracket on the side of such tank

having an opening of greater diameter than
the dmmetel of the head of the bottle fo be
used, with a cushion adapted to rest in such
bracket and slotted to permit of the passage
of thetubeandalsotopermitsaid tube tohave
a certain amount of motion through the slot,

i the recess formed by said bracket being up-

wa,rdly enlarged, and a ledge or pPOJeOtIOR

tlon
_. HENRY MEINHARD.

Witnesses:
WALTER J. GUNTHORP,
MARrION E. MOORE. -
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