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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 485,801, dated November 8, 1892,
Application filed April 26,1892, Serial No. 430,741, (No model.)

- To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, VACLAV KLENHA, a

~ citizen of the United States residing at Chi-

“cago, in the county of Cook and State of Ili-
nois, haveinvented a newand useful Improve-

- ment in Undertakers’ Convertible Stands, of
which the following 1s a specification.
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~ tion.
‘table portlon of the device folded

The primary obJeet of my improvement is
to provide an undertaker’s stand adapted
more especially for supporting a coffin con-
taining a corpse after the latter has been pre-
pared “for burial, the construction of which

stand shall render it econvenient for trans-
~ portation and readily convertible into a pe-
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cullarly-convement stair-carriage to facilitate
carrymﬂ' the coffin on stairways.
It is furthermore my object to provide a

-eonbtructlon of the stand for the purposes
“named, which shall also adapt it to bereadily

cenverted into a corpse-cooling board.
My invention is illustrated in the accom-

-pam ing drawings, in which—

Flﬂ'ure 1 is a view in perspective of myims-
proved convertible device, showing 1t as ar-
ranged for a stand. Fig. 2 1s a view in side

- elevation of the same, adapted for and ap-
_phed ag a stair-carriage.

Fig. 3 1s a similar
view of the same, adapted for a corpse-cool-

ing board. Fig.41is a perspective view of the
runner-ba%e of the device in its folded condi-
~ Fig. 5 is a perspective edge view of the

The leading features of my 1mp1oved de-

.vwe are a folding runner-base having at
least one end, and plefelably both ends, in-

clined downward and outward from the top,

- and a table hinged on the top of the runner-

 base, whereby it may be propped to render it
- sta ble and thus adaptthe devicefor use as a
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stand, but be allowed to swing on its hinge to
-_1]:1(311116 on an oblique end of the base, a,nd

thereby be caused to retain a horizontal po-

sition when the device is used as a stalr-car-

riage for supporting a coffin while being
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moved on the runner-base on a stairway.
- The other conversion of which my device

" is suseeptible is that of a cooling-board, for
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which thehinged ends of the table portion are

tension of the table.
To adapt my improvement to be converted

| the most conveniently into either of the sev-

| low is to be applied and the other as an ex-

eral articles referred to,the table should have g5

folding ends, and these, furthermore, serve
the purpose of enabling the table portion to
be compacted for the more ready handling
thereof in transporting the device, for which,
also, the runner-base is constructed to fold
and ‘unfold. -

A is the runner-base, which I const1 uct of
two triangular pieces, plefembly in the form

of bars, each bent into a triangle with a flat
apex, from which it is braced by a pair of

vertical parallel bars 7, the two being con-
nected near the angles at their opposite ends
by pivotal jointed bars ¢, each formed in two
sections, joined together by being both piv-
oted toa link ¢’, embraced by the bifurcated
ends of the sections, whereby the bars may
be folded inward from their straight posi-
tion, wherein they brace the triangular pieces.
The length of the bottom rails of the runner-
base should be sufficient to adapt it to reach
across at least two steps of the stairway,and
to facilitate transportation the bottom rails
may have rollers » 1n their bases.

B is the table, which I prefer to form with
a frame o, braced tmuwersely across 1ts cen-
ter by a cross-piece 0’
other suitable material covering the space be-
tween the rails of the frame, to the opposite
ends of which are hinged substantially rect-
angular frames n and m,forming folding end
sections. At opposite sides of the base near

its top and flanking the slots between the

brace-bars r are coincident eyes i forsupport-
ing a shaft /, on which the table B is pivotally
supported by the shaft being embraced be-
tween ears [, depending from opposite edﬂ'es
of the table at the ends of 1ts cross-piece o’
and confined by cotter-pins 7/, Fig. 3, the per-
forated ends of the shaft, which is underneath
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with wire-cloth o° or
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the cross-piece of the table, being extended g5

between the coincident eyes /& and fastened
by cotter-pinsz or the like passed transversely
through the ends of the shaft and through

adapted to be ad;] usted, theone as anoblique | the eyes.

brace for the head portmn on which a pil-

For convenience in carrying the device to
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the place of its use the table B is readily sep-
arable from the runner-base A on withdraw-
ing the cotter-pins %2, when the ends n and m

may be folded underneatb into the positions

in which they are shown in Fig. 5, and the

‘runner-base may be folded into the eondltlon

represented in Fig. 4 by collapsing the Jomted
brace-bars q.

At the place of use of the device a stand C,
Fig. 1, may be readily formed by stlmwhten-
ing the jointed braces q and separating the
tr 1an0ular pieces forming the runner-base,

then fastemnn the: t@ble 1> at its shaft 71, be-
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. trated,.wherein they form end stops against |
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end sectlons n and m into the positions they
are shown to occupy in Fig. 1, wherein they
afford legs to prop the table at its opposite
ends.

Toconvert the stand into a stair-carriage D,
Fig.2, the end frames or sections 7 and m are
turned upwardintothe vertical positionsillus-

Shppmfr of the coffin in either direction. Then
of course the table is free toswing on its shaft

# and be retained in a horizontal position
when the runner-base A is being moved down,

say, a stairway, to which it may have been
conveniently nloved by rolling in on its roll-

ers p. A coffin-laden stair-carriage of the de-

scribed construction may be edsﬂy and safely
handled by a single person taking his posi-
tion at an end of the carriage to control it.

If a corpse-cooling board K, Fig. 3, Is re-
quired, the device may be 1"e::’¢(:'1iljg;r formed or
converted into the same by turning an end

- section n of the table inward to rest against
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the adjacent inclined end of the runner—base
at which 1t may be retained by tongues ¢ un-
folded, like a table-leaf support, to project
from the adjacent rails of the base A. Thus
the table is inclined from the head end (on
which a pillow fis to be adjusted by inserting
pins e on its base into holes in the end rail of
the table-frame) to the opposite end at which
the hinged end section m is then caused to
form an extensmn

It is not essential that the various detalls
of the construction of the runner-base and
table shall be exactly as shown and described,
as they may be variously changed, and some
even entirely omitted without thereby ma-
terially, if at all, impairing the utility of the
structure.

|
l

Hence 1 do not wish to be under- :

485,801 |

stood- as limiting my invention to such de-
tails, except in those of the appended claims,
in whlch they are specifically set forth. . Thus,
for example, it is not indispensably necessary
that the base shall have two inclining sides
like a triangle, as one such side may suf:‘ﬁee
in a measure at least, nor that there shall be
provided the partlculal brace-bars 7, nor that
the folding connections ¢ between the trian-
guiar pieces of the base shall be of the con-
struction illustrated.

What 1 elaim as new, and desire to secure

1. An undertakex convertible stand com-
prising, in combination, a runner-base formed
of trmnwulm pieces having an interposed fold-
1ng connection whereby the base may be com-
pacted to or about to the combined width of
the triangular pieces, a table on the apex of
the base, DI’OVlded with folding end sections,
and means separably pwotmu' the table on
the base, whereby they may be readily sepa-
rated for compacting and t1an=;portat1on, sub-
stantially as described.
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2. An undertaker’s convertible stand com-

prising, in combination, a runner-base A,
formed of triangular pieces having an inter-
posed folding connection whereby the base
may be compaeted to or about to the com-
bined width of the triangular pieces, brace-
bars r on thesaid tua,nﬂ'ulm pleces carrying
eyes h, a table B, prowded with folding end
sections 7 M, and a shaft k on the table and
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loosely confined between ears [, depending

from opposite edges thereof near its center,

said shaft extendmg at 1ts opposite ends be- -~ -

tweentheeyes 2 and being separably fastened
thereto, substantially as deseribed.

3. An undertaker’s convertible stand com-
prising, in combination, a triangular ruanner-
base A, provided with tongues ¢, a table B,
provided with folding end sections n 7 and
pivotally and separably supported on the
apex of the sald base to adapt an end section
to he adjusted as a brace against an end of
the base and held by the said tongues, and a
pillow 7, removably adjusted on the table sub-
stantially as described.

VACLAV KLENHA.

In presence of—
- M. J. FroST,
J. N. HHANSON.
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