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To all whow it may concern:

Be it known that I, OWEN K. TRUITT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Washing-
ton, 1n the District of Columbia, have in-

5 vented a certain new, useful, and valuable
Improvement in Devices for Moistening the
Leaves of Press-Copy Books, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

This invention is an improved device for
moistening the leaves of press-copy books.
When the leaves of a press-copy book are
dampened with wet blotters or with a hair
brush, 1t is exceedingly difficult to distribute
the water evenly over the sheets.

The object of my invention is to remedy
this defect and provide a device which is at
all times ready for use and one that will
moisten theleavesin a uniform manner, there-
by producing perfect press-copies without va-
riation. |

With these objects in view the invention
consists, essentially, in a moistening device
comprising a water-reservoir having a broad
flat side, upon which it is designed to rest
when not in use, acontracted mouth arranged
opposite the flat side, and wicks placed in the
mouth and extending at one end outside the
reservoir and at the other end extending en-
tirely to the inner face of the flat side, where-
by the wicks are constantly kept in econdition
for immediate use. |

My invention consists, further, in certain
details of construction and combination of
parts, all of which will be fully described here-
inafter, and pointed out in the elaim.

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification, Figure 1 is a perspective view
of my improved moistener. FKig. 2 is a verti-
cal longitudinal section. Fig. 3 is a trans-
verse vertical section, and Ifig. 4 is a detail
view of the moistening-wick.

In the practical embodiment of my inven-
tion I employ a water-reservoir or fountain
A, which is constructed of glass, pottery, or
metal, as may be desired, and is made broad
and flat at its upper end to provide an abun-
dant space for water and also to provide a
suitable base to rest upon when not in use.
The lower end of the reservoiris formed with
50 a broad flat mouth a, and in one of the broad

flat faces of the reservoir is produced a fill-
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| ing-vent o, through which water is intro-
duced, which ventisnormally closed by means
| of a plug a* as clearly shown. A series of
broad flat moistening-wicks B are inserted in ss
the mouth of the reservoirand extend theen-
tirelength of the said regervoir, as shown in
Fig. 2. - o S
F Two wicks are usually employed, each wick
being doubled, and between the adjacent 6o
| faces of the inner wick is arranged a piece of
cloth C, which, as compared with the wicks,
i does not readily absorb water, and thus pre-
vents the water from flowing from one wick
to another, and thereby unduly increasing
the distribution of water. This, together with
capillary attraction, insures a uniform distri-
bution of moisture upon the copy-press sheet.
In operation the wicks are inserted in the
mouth of the reservoir and pushed in the de--5
sired distance. The plug is then removed,
the reservoir filled with water, and the plug
replaced. The plug or screw-cap being upon
the side, and not at the top, facilitates the fill-
ing of the reservoir, as the water does not 4z

1 then run out at the mouth of the reservoir.

T'he wicks quickly absorb the water by capil-
lary attraction and become thoroughly satu-
rated, and when it is desired to use the de-
vice it is only necessary to draw the project- 8o
ing ends of the wicks across the sheet and the

| operation is completed. When notin use the

moistener is seated upon its broad flat base,
and all danger of spilling the water is thus
avolded, and by reason of the fact that the
' wicks extend to the flat face they are con-
stantly kept moist and in condition for use
i whatever may be the quantity of water in the
reservolr. Should the edges of the wicks be-

l come ragged or uneven, they can be drawn out 00

and trimmed, thus quickly remedyin gany de-

fects that may occur.
i From the above it will be seen that I pro-
vide a very simple, cheap, and efficient device
that will quickly dampen the leaves of a press- 05
copy book and moisten the same uniformly
and evenly. | |

Having thus described the construction, op-
eration, and advantages of my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18~ | |

An improved moistening device consisting

ICO
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of a reservoir having a broad flat side,a con-| Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in

tracted mouth arranged opposite the flat side, | presence of two witnesses.

a series of moistening-wicks inserted in the FONT TZ T [

mouth and projecting inward into the reser- | OWEN K. TRUITL
g voir, and a non-condueting cloth inserted be- Witnesses:

tween the layers of the wicks, substantially | H. L. DAVIS,

as deseribed. : J. G. WEIDE.
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