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CHARLES E. WHEELER, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO.

LABEL-HOLDER.

SP_ECIFICATION forming part of Let.ters' 'Platent No. 485,310, dated November 1, 1892,
- Application filed December 31,1891, Serial No, 416,659, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

- Beitknown that I, CHARLES E. WHEELER, |

of Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Means or Devices for
Keeping Records of Railway-Cars; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to

‘which it pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
means for keeping record of railway-cars—

that is, the record of the movement of cars
on the rails of the “home” and “foreign?”

roads. DBy the words “home road” is under-
stood the road keeping the record of its cars
and by the words “foreign roads” all other
roads. ' |
Heretofore car-records have generally been
Among the objections to this
manner of keeping the records may be men-
tloned: o -- |
- First. The liability to confuse records in

- giving the movement of one carto anotherby

25

making the entry above or below the proper

- place allotted to the car.

Secondly. The work cannot be inspected

without taking the clerk in charge from his

- work, and the latter necessarily falls behind.

20

- Thirdly. By.reason of the constant “leaf-
ing” (meaning turning of pages) the books
become soiled and the record rendered occa-

- sionally illegible.
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Fourthly. It is customary with all roads to
make a general statement once or twice a
month, showing the location of cars on for-
eign roads, and to make this record from the
books aforesaid is a work of considerable
magnitude, requiring much labor and time.
Within a few days after the preparation of
the monthly or semi-monthly statement just
referred to the cars are again scattered, and

- consequently the statement has become sub-

stantially useless. |

-~ Kifthly. In tracing for cars to other lines
much time is lost by reason of the clerks in
charge being obliged to again locate cars on
roads to which tracers are to besent. By the

- word “tracing ” isunderstood ascertaining or

> obtaining information concerning the where-

abouts or location of a car with a view to its
return to the home road. |

!

~wide, and a quarter of an inch thiek.
block may be made of any suitable material,

1 Car.

Sixthly. The record-books, to render them
at all convenient, are adapted for but one or
two months’ record, at the end of which time

‘the last record of each car has to be trans-

ferred to a new book, incurring much labor
and loss of time. | |
Seventhly. Much time and labor was re-

quired to arrive at the kind of cars, whether

box, stock, coal, or flat cars.

55
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It is a matter of vast importance for « rail- -

way-company to have knowledge, if practi-
cable, of the location of its equipment from

day to day. Toobtain thisinformation from 65

day to day, various means have been resorted
to. It is not considered necessary, however,
in this specification to render a more detailed

‘description of the same than to state that all
the means resorted to have been at best ex-

pensive and unsatisfactory.

To avoid the objectionable features here-
inbefore enumerated and to dispense with the
use of books and the large annual stationery-
bills for such books, I have devised the means
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the
claims. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a block employed in carrying
out my invention. Fig. 2 is a planview of a
card upon which thecar-record is made. Fig.

card detachably mounted thereon. Iig. 4 18
an end elevation of the block. Fig. 5 is a

front side elevation of a case in combination
with which the block shown in the foregoing

figures is adapted to be used. -- |
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3 is a perspective view of a block with the

A represents a block, preferably about eight

inches long, one to one and a half inches
This

wood being preferred. Block A at one end
is pointed or rounded, as at «, to facilitate its
entrance into a pigeon-hole, as will herein-
after appear, and at its other end is quad-
rilateral in form,and has impressed, printed,
or otherwise indicated upon said last-men-
tioned end, as at 0, the number of a car, and
also bears an impression, mark, or design, as
at ¢, to indicate whether the car that the

block represents is a box, stock, coal, or flat

car. The letter “S” on the block shown, as at
¢, indicates that said block represents a stock-
The block is enlarged in thickness at

90 .
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its eilds, as at A’ ,..Ebﬁd' in the enlarged pa,rtS-T ment D and assigned to the pigeon.—hole t]:Ea,t
is in the vertical and horizontal rows of pig-

‘at the inner end are provided horizontal slits,
as at a’, adapted to receive a card or cards

or paper, upon which is kept the record of
the car that the block represents. Slits o’

may be of any desired size and form, butare

preferably sufficiently large to hold several
cards and enlarged at the central portion
and endwise the block, as at a?, whereby the
card or cards or paper, as the case may be,

‘the ends of which are of a corresponding

form, when inserted or slipped into said slits
are not liable to become displaced. The card

or cards at the head of the same of course

bear the number of the car. When the slips

or.cards are filled, they areremoved and new

ones inserted. A suitable case is provided
in combination with which the block herein-
before described is adapted to be used. This
case may be of any suitable size; but, as
shown, ecomprises, preferably, two sections D
and E, section D being designed for the re-
ception of blocks when the c¢ars they repre-
sent are on the rails of the home road, and
section K being designed for the reception of
blocks when the cars they represent are on

~ the rails of foreign roads. Section D is pref-

erably divided into one hundred pigeon-holes
or compartments D', arranged in ten rows,
both vertically and horizontally of the gen-

cal rows of pigeon-holes or compartments on

N adjacent sides of thegeneral compartment are

35

~ the reception of the biocks when the cars they
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(U. P.,)(represented by e'.)

numbered seriaiam from “ 0’ to9,” as shown.

T'he depth of the case, or ratherthe compart-
ments, is preferably somewhat less than the |

length of the blocks representing the cars.
Section I, that is designed, as aforesaid, for

represent are on the rails of foreign roads, is
divided into compartments E’, one for each
road upon whose rails it is desired to know
at any time the number of cars belonging
to the home road or company. The gize of
these compartments and their number are
of course entirely arbitrary, depending upon

the extent of interchange of cars between the

home road and the foreign roads. If the in-
terchange of cars with a foreign road were ex-

tensive, the compartment allotted to such

road for the purpose of classification and easy
reference would be subdivided into two hori-
zontal rows of ten pigeon-holes eaeh, located
the one row directly above the other, as with
the compartment in the present instance al-
lotted to the Pennsylvania Company,(Penna.
Co.,)(represented by e.) If the interchange of
cars with a foreign road were inconsiderable,
the compartment allotted to such road would
be merely subdivided into two pigeon-holes,
located side by side or the one above the
other, aswith the compartment in the present
instance allotted to the Union Pacific Road,
When now a car
is moving on the home road, the block repre-

eon-holes or compartments bearing, respect-
ively, the last figure and the last figure save
one of the number on the end of _t-he_ block.
For instance, suppose car No. 12,564 1s mov-
ing on the home road. Block A, that bears
No. 12,564, would be placed in pigeon-hole or

compartment D? the latter belonging to the

horizontal row of compartments or pigeon-
holes bearing numeral “6,” (last ‘figure save
one of car or bloeck No. 12,564) and belonging
to the vertical row of pigeon-holes or compart-
ments bearing numeral “4,” (last figure of car
or block No. 12,564.) Suppose now that car

75
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No. 12,564 has gone to a foreign road and that

such foreign road is the Pennsylvania Com-

pany,(Penna. Co.,) (marked ¢ in the drawings.)
‘Block No. 12,564 would be moved from section
D to the compartment of section E allotted
‘to the Pennsylvania Company. The subdi-
‘vision of this compartment into two rows of
ten pigeon-holes each would indicate that the
‘homeroad interchanged cars extensively with
the Pennsylvania Company, the foreign road

to which said compartment is allotted, and

arbitrary period, usually ten or fifteen days,
that a car has been on the rails of a foreign
road said car is properly the subject for trac-
ing. Hence the provision of two pigeon-
holes—the one above the other—in the com-
partments of section K of the case. Ior in-

- stance, suppose that car No.12,564 has been

on the railsof the Pennsylvania Company ten

QO

block bearing No. 12,564 would be placed in _
the fifth pigeon-hole of one of the rows, prefer-
“ably the lower row of pigeon-holes of said com-
, partment, (the first pigeon-hole being “0”’)—
eral compartment. The horizontal and verti- | that is, if the pigeon-holes in said compart-
' ' ment were numbered, which is not, however,
'necessary, the fifth pigeon-hole just referredto
-would bear numeral “4.” Consequently block
bearing No. 12,564 (the last figure of the num-
“ber being 4) would be placed in the pigeon-
hole specified. After the expiration of an:

95
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or fifteen days, as the arbitrary period may

be. Block bearing No. 12,564, that is in the
fifth pigeon-hole of the lower row of pigeon-
holes of the respective compartment afore-
said, is removed from said pigeon-hole and
placed inthe pigeon-holeimmediatelyabove—
that is,into the fifth pigeon-hole of the upper
row of pigeon-holesof said compartment—thus
indicating that car No.12,564 is a delayed car

and properly the subject for careful tracing
“and watching.

Likewise with the compart-
ments allotted to foreign roads with which
there is less interchange of cars and which
therefore are subdivided into but two pigeon-
holes, as hereinbefore described. The block
representing the car that has gone to such a
road is placed in the one pigeon-hole, and af-
ter the arbiftrary period of ten or fifteen days,
or whatever it may be,is removed fo the other
pigeon-hole of the compartment. As a car

- senting such car would be placed in compart- | moves to any road the block representing said
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120

125

130




- TO

It will readily be observed that by my inven-
“tion at'any time Sllbstantlally-accurate infor-
mation can be given of the number of cars
:and kind of cars on foreign roads.
~ tion statement ”—that is, a statement of the

‘location of cars—can be d.-.—uly supplied to the |

485,310 _ ' G

car is removed to the proper pigeon-hole in

the comp&rtment assigned or allotted to said
road ‘in the manner herembefore described.

A “loca-

-

.,bea,rmn' the number of the ear whose record

proper officers of the company,the tracing for

~cars is greatly facilitated, the eclerk in chawe’
- of any case can continne at work while a 10-
~ cation statement is belntr"prepared by another

20

believed, entirely overcome.

clerk, and two or more clerks ean work inde-

pendently at the same case. Briefly stated,
the objectionable features had by the use of
books for keeping ear-records, as enumerated
in the preamble of this spemﬁeatmn are, it is
Block A,at the
end bemmﬂ* the number of car it 1epresentq
is pr eferably provided with a handle, as at A%,
to facilitate removal of the block from one
pigeon-hole or campartment to another.

~ I desire to have it understood that the de- |
tails of construction of my improved block
and case are susceptible of modification with-

out departing from the spirit and purpose of

my mventlon

What I elaim is— '

1. A movable block shaped substantially as 30
shown and enlarged at opposite ends, as at A’,
sald enlarged p01t10ns being slitted to receive
the ends of a card or emds and the block

the block is adapted to receive and bearing
a mark, letter, design, or other character to
indicate whether the car is a box, flat, stock,
or coal car, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth

2. A movable block having enlarged ends,
the enla,rged portlons being horlzontally slit-
ted at the inner end, said slitsbeing enlarged
endwise the block at their centml portmn
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the block bearing thenumber of the car whose

record the block is adapted to receive and 45

bearing a mark, letter, design, or other char-

acter to indicate whether the car is a box, fiat,
stock, or coal car,substantially as and t‘m the
purpose set forth. |
In testimony whereof I sign this speclﬁcft-
tion,in the presence of two W11:nesses, this 95t11
day of November, 1891.
| CHARLES E. WIIEELER

RO

Witnesses:
C. H. DORER,
"~ WARD HOOVER.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

