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To all whom ¢ may concermn:
Be it known that I, THOMAS H. FLYNN, of

Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and

~ State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
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useful Improvements in Iron Railings; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

“such as will enable others skilled in the art

to which it pertains to make and use the same.
My invention relatesto iron fences, railings,

~window-bars, and the like; and it consists in
the manner of uniting the pickets or upright

members with the rails or horizontal members.
- I shall deseribe my invention as applicable

1o an iron picket fence, although I do not in

any wise limit my invention to fences, as it is

- most admirably adapted for the construction
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constructed aceording to my invention.
2 shows my fence stringer or rail with the
fastening tongue or lip bent away to admit of |

of gratings for jail, store, and cellar windows,
to desk and other railings, and for other pur-
poses. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a picket
Fig.

the insertion of the picket in the rail. Fig.

- 3 shows in vertical section the picket passed

through its opening in the rail, but not yet

fastened therein, the fastening tongue or lip

~ not yet having been straightened to lock the
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- of the stringer.
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picket and rail together. Fig. 4 is a view in
vertical section showing the picket secured
in the stringer by forcing down the fastening
tongue or lip 1o the level of the general face
Fig. 5 is a view showing a
fence with the pickets and rails fastened to-

-gether.

A 1s a picket,and B a rail or cross-bar, both
of metal. Upon one side of the picket and
at the pointor points where it is to be joined
to a rail is formed a slot A’ of sufficient size

toreceive therail,as indicated in Figs. 3and 4.

At each point in the rail B where a picket

is to pass through is made a mortise corre-
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sponding in shape to the picket to be used,
and upon one side of this mortise, (which is

smaller in one of ifs diameters than the di- |

ameter of the picket which it is intended to
contain) is formed a tongue or lipB’. (Clearly
shown in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings.) This
tongue or lip enlarges the picket-hole enough
to permit of the introduection of the
The picket is first passed through the mor-
tise in the rail and its slot A’, which is faced
In a direction opposite to the tongue or lip
B’, made to embrace the opposing edge of the
rail 3, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings,
and now the tongue B’, which up to this time
has been bent away, as shown, is straightened
to correspond with the general surface of the
rail, as shown in Fig.4,and by this operation,
as will be clearly apparent, the picket and
rail or cross-bar are very firmly and perma-
nently united and locked together against any
ltability of displacement in any direction,
even by the application of considerable force,
and in case of bars or gratings for jail-win-
dows, store-windows, and other places where
extra security 1s important heavy bars and

| pickets united according to my invention can

be no more easily torn or forced apart than
they can be cut or sawed asunder-—in faect,
not so easily:.

"What I claim is— |

The combination, with a supporting - rail
having elongated slots with parallel edges
formed therein and an integral lip formed by
a continuation of the edges of the slots, of
pickets adapted to enter the slots, said pick-

ets being of greater thickness than the length

of the slots and each picket provided on one
edge with a transverse slot of a depth equal
to the difference between the thickness of a
picket and length of a slot, substantially as
set forth. |

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification,in the presence of two witnesses,
this 2d day of February, 1891.

- THOMAS H. FLYNN.

Withesses:
LLypa MAY FLYNN,
ALBERT E. LYNCH.
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