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To all whom it may concern:

be it known that I, AuGUST F. RUHLOW, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Pierce, in the county of Pierce and bta,te of
Nebraska, have invented a new and useful
Bridle- Blt of which the followmfr 1s a speci-
fication.

My invention relates fo new and useful im-

provements in bridle-bits; and it consists in
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the construction and arrangement of parts, |

as will be hereinafter more fully described,
and pointed out in the claims. :
The object of my invention is to construect
a bridle-bit of two connected parts which is
adapted to be used to gag a horse,and there-
by render him manageable when he is vicious
and attempts to run.
The advantage of my improved bif re-
sides in 1ts use either as a gagging-bit, or- it

‘may be employed as an ordinary bit for a

gentle horse.
- Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a

'persppctwe view of my 1mpr0ved bit shown

arranged as an ordinary driving-bit. Fig. 2
is a similar view showing the bit arranged
for gagging purposes. FKig. 3 is a side eleva-
tion of the bit. | |

In the drawings, A A represent two semi-
circular metalhc bars which form the bit-bar
when bearing against each other, as shown
in Fig. 1. These bars A are carried by arms
B, which are hinged together by means of
connectmﬂ -bars B2 havmﬂ‘_loops C, having
their ends extended and pivoted in slots b,
formed in opposingly-situated edges of said
arms B and in rear of the said bars A, to
thereby allow said bars A to be opened away
from each other a greater extent. The loops
C have the driving-rein attached thereto
when the bit is used in ordinary form and

as a driving-bit, and by this means the bars

- A are prevented from separating,and the bit
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may be used with a gentle animal without
injury. The outer ends_of the arms B are

formed with eyes, from which chains orstraps

extend and run to a common ring or eye D.
These straps or chains D’ are arranged in
pairs in connection with each set of arms B,
and the ends of suitable supplemental reins—
such as E—are connected to said rings D in
addition fo the driving-reins connected to
the loops C. By suddenly drawing back-
ward on the supplemental reins K the bars

| struction and arrangement, and

of the bit are separated, and thereby gag the
animal and render him manageable. The
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supplemental reins E, rings D, and chains or -

straps D’ may be used independently of any
straps 1n connection with the loops C, where
the animal is vicious and unmanageable and
1t is desired to break him of bad habits.
By this means a bit is provided that may be

used for two purposes without requiring any

great amount of manipulation to arrange the
same for either purpose alone or umtedly

when desired.

In a portion of the arms B are formed slots
or openings B’ for the attachment of straps
from the bridle.
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The device is simple and strong in con-

its effi-
ciency 1s readily dnparent to those skilled in

the art.

It will be understood that if found neces-
sary and desirable a spring may be conneect-
ed to each side of the bit to draw the bars
firmly together and hold them in that posi-
tion, except when the bridle-reins, which are
attached to loops in which are fastened the
ends of the chain,are pulled upon. The said
construction is shown in dotted lines in Fig.
3 and designated by the letter E.

Having thus described my invention, what

I elaim as new is—

1. In a bridle-bit, the combmatmn of arms
each of whieh carries a portion of the bit-bar
and having slots therein and a hinge connec-
tion in rear of said bit-bar, conmstmn‘ of econ-
necting-bars having loops with the ends there-
of extendmn‘ into the slots of the arms and

pivoted thereto, sald loops being adapted to

receive reins, substantially as deserlbed

2. In a bridle-bit, the combination of arms
each of which carries a portion of the bit-bar
and having eyes at their ends, connecting-
bars havmn* loops and pivotally connectmﬂ'
sald arms in rear of said bit-bars, and chalns
or straps connected to the upper and lower
portions of each arm in pairs and to a ring or

eye, substantially as described. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my swna,ture in
the presence of two witnesses.

AUGUST F. RUHLOW.
Witnesses: |

WILT MCDONALD,
AUGUST SOENNE.
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