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UNITED STATES

PATENT QOFFICE.
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To all whom it may concern:

beit known that I, NATHANIEL P. RUTTER,
of Waltham, in the eounty of Middlesex and |
State of Ma,ssachuqetts haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements in Safeguard-

Liocks for Cans and other Vessels, of which-

the following is a full 3peclﬁca,t10n

My 1nvent10n relates to safeguard-locks for
holding and retaining milk-cans which are de-
pomted at the doors of customers by milk-sell-
ers, who leave the cans duri ing the night out-
side the doors, and the same is eonstructed as
hereinafter set forth in detail.

Referring to the acecompanying drawings,
Figure 1 shows in perspective my improved
safeﬂ'umd lock attached in p051t10n Fig. 2
1S & pla,n view of the same. Tig. 3 is an ele-
vation showing the mechanism locking the
can holder or ﬂ'uard when 1n position.

A is a door, such as an ordinary entrance-
door to house

B 1s a door-post.

 C'isa plate provided with a D‘roove or chan-

nel and locking mechanism, in which and by

which the can-holder runs and 18 locked

D 1s the can holder or guard.

¢® ¢* are screws by which the plate C is at-
tached to the door or door-post. |

¢ is a pawl which engages with teeth d on
the upper edge of the can holder or guard.

¢’ is a Spring bearing upon the upper side
of the pawl c.

It is a matter of common experience with
milk-sellers that in leaving cans of milk on

the outside of dOOIb the mﬂk -cans are often

stolen.

The purpose and object of myimproved in-
vention is to provide a suitable safeguard-
lock, so that a milk-seller can easily lock a
can by its handle or a similar attachment at
a certain point near the door, so that the can
cannot be removed from its position until the
door is opened.

The method of operation is as follows: An
ordinary milk-can provided with a handle,
such as is shown by the dotted lines of Fig.

2, is attached by its handle to the guard D by i

inserting the handle of the can under the arm

of the guard D, while it is hanging by a chain,
as shown in Fig. 1, as the entrance under the

| arm of the guard is made of such a size asto

permit the handle of the can to be inserted or
removed only when the guard is out of the
plate C. This guard w1th the can attached

is then inserted in the channel of the plate C,

as the teeth of the gnard readily slide by the

| ratchet ¢ toward the door, but cannot be slid

backward out of the channel asthe teeth lock
with the ratchet ¢ when an attempt is made
to move it back. Afterthe canis thuslocked
in position it cannot be removed from the
cuard D until the door A is opened, when the
cuard D is slid toward the door or post com-
pletely through the channel of the plate C,
when the can isremoved and the guard 1s left
hanging in position ready for the next can.
The plate.and the guard I preferably make of
some metal. It will be noticed, also, that the
guard D, when locked in position in the chan-
nel of the plate C, covers the heads of the
secrews ¢® ¢4, so that the plate cannot be re-
moved by withdrawingthescrews. The plate
C may be placed on the door as well as on the
door-post.
abuts against the door-post when the door is

| shut.

It is obviousthat other devices may be used
other than a door to close theend of the groove
of the plate C—as, forinstance, a piece of any
sort, which 1s locked in place by the owner of
the can.

I claim—

A milk-can safeguard-lock consisting of a
' plate having therein a channel and a pawl

and ratchet, in combination with a locking-
guard and a door or groove closing device,
substantially as described. -

When on the door, the end of 1t
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In witness whereof I ha,ve hereunto set my '

hand
NATHANIEL P. RUTTER. |

YWitnesses:
WM. B. H. DOWSE,
L. A, JOHNSON.
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