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To all whom 1t may concern:

be it known that I, LEwis W. CHAPMAN a
citizen of the United States residing at Grand
Ledge, in the county of Eaton and State of
'\Ilchwan haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Chairs; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of the 1nvent10n such as will
enable others skilled in the art 1:0 wiich it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
beinghad tothe accompanymedmwmﬂs and
to the figures of reference -marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention consists in a new and im-

. proved chair which forms a rocking- chair

without requiring any rockers and which can
also be arranged to form a combined rocking
and reclinine* chair, the chair being so con-
structed thdt it is a,utomatlca,llv ad;justed at
will by the movement of the user’s body, and
which will remain in the position to which it

is thus adjusted without the use of any fas-

tening device whatever; and my invention will
be helemaftm fully descnbed and claimed.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1isa perspective view illustrating my
eha,lr Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same,

showing the chair used as a rocking-chair.

Kig. 31s a similar view showing the chair used

as a reclining-chair. Iig. 4 is a perspective

detaill view hereinafter referred to.
Referring to the several parts by their des-

- i1gnating-numerals, 1 1 indicate the station-
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ary side pieces of the supporting-frame of the
chair, which ineline up to the upper forward
ends 1* 1%, as shown, these side pieces being
connected by the cross-bars 2. The seat 3 of
the chair is provided with the arm-pieces 44
and is pivotally mounted in front of its cen-

tral line upon.the rock shaft or bar 5. The

cranked ends of this rock-bar 5 are pivotally
secured in the upper forward ends 1* of the

stationary side pieces 1,while the horizontal

central part 5* of the bar passes through bear-
ings 6 formed in the side pieces of the chair-
seat, as shown.

The back 7 of the chair is pivoted near its

lower end to the rear extended ends of the

side pieces of the chair-seat, and to the back
near its lower end, but above the point where
it 18 pivoted to the seat, are secured the rear-
wardly-extending bearing-plates 8 8.

9indicates apivoted frame-pieceof the pecu—
liar form shown, the upper end of which is piv-
oted to the platee 8 8 of the chair-back,while
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its lower end is pivoted between the lower-

part of the side pieces 1 1.

To the front end of the chair-seat frame is
hinged or pivoted by its upper end the foot-
piece 10, in the lower end of which is pivoted
the foot-l est 11, which can be folded in out of
the way when desired.

When the chair is designed as a rocking-
chair alone, the rear ends of the arm-pieces 4
can be extended back and secured tothe sides

of the chair-back, as shown in Fig. 2. ltwill

now be seen that the occupant of the chalr

can swing or rock himself back and forth, the

chair swinging on the pivoted rock-bar and

‘yoke or frame -piece 9, as shown in the draw-

ings, and that I thus produce a practical and
comfortable rocking-chair without using any
rockers whatever, dlbpeIlSIIlU‘ with all springs,
&e., and adding greatly to the stability and
Wearm qualities “of the chair.

When the chair istobe used as a combined
rocking and reclining chair, the arm-pieces 4

are extended back be’yond the back of the

chair, their rear ends being preferably curved,
as shown, and are left free from thechair-back.
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A connecting-rod 12, extending beneath the = -

chair-seat and below thelevel of the rock-bar

5, is hinged at its rear end to the lower cross-
bar of the chair-back, while its forward end
is hinged to a cross-bar conneeting the side

pieces of the foot-piece 10. It will now be

seen that when a person sitting in the chair
leans back the hinged back 7 will move back,
and as the lower “end of the back is con-
nected below the point where it is pivoted to

of the connecting rod 12 that the same move-

ment will raise the foot-piece to a correspond-
‘ing degree.

It will thus be seen that the
weight of the occupant’s body resting against

the back of the chair will eounterbelanee the.

weight of his legs and feet on the pivoted foot-

pieee,the back and foot-piece being connected
as described, and, furthermore, the chair-back
is also supported by the piv’oted yokeorframe-
piece 9, the upper end of which moves back
as the chair-back is inclined backward,while
when the back is inclined backward the seat
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the chair-seatand tothe foot-piecel0 by means
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portion also raises the pivoted rock-bar 5, on




~ which it is mounted and supported. It will |
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now be seen that by this peculiar construe-
tion and arrangement of parts that the several
parts wiitl act in conjunction with each other
to so distribute the weight placed on the chair
by any movement of its occupant that my re-

clining-chair will stand and hold: itself inany

position to which it may be automatically ad-
Justed without requiring any fastening or re-

class of chairs.

and forth, the chair swinging on the pivoted
rock-bardand yoke or frame-piece 9, as will be

readily seen,thus affording a most agreeable |
- and ecomfortable movement. S

_ Having thus described my invention, what |-
I claim, and desire to seeure by Letters Pat- |
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_In a combined autoinatic rocking and re-

-¢lining chair, the combination, with the side

pieces 1,the seat 3, provided with arms 4, the
swingingrock-bar5, pivoted to the sideframes

1l and to theseat-bars,the back 7, pivoted to the

seat, and the leg-rest bars 10, pivoted to the

'seat and carrying a foot-rest, of a frame 9, piv-

ofed tothe sidepieces 1 and toplates 8, secured

to.theback7,and a connecting-rod 12, pivoted,
taining device whatever, thus dispensing en- |
tirely with all rock-bars, ratchets, pawls, &c.,
such as. have heretofore been used in this
Furthermore, my reclining-
chair can be readily rocked or swung back

respectively, to the back extensions and to

. LEWIS W. CHAPMAN.

Withesses:
- J. W. FITZGERALD.
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the leg-rest, all arranged and operating sub-
stantially as set forth. - |
~In festimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.
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