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To all whom it may concert:
Be it known that I, GEORGE W ASHINGTON

MILLER, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Luecas, in the county of Missaukee and
State of Michigan, have invented a new and
useful Flooring or Siding Tongs, of which
the following is a specification.

- This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvementsin tongs for laying floor-
ing, putting up siding or ceiling-strips; and

it consists of the construction and arrange-

ment of the parts thereof, as will be more fully
hereinafter described and claimed. |

The object of this invention is to provide
tongs for the purposes set forth which wiil be
simple and effective in their operation, strong
and durable, easily handled, and readily un-
derstood, and having means for sustaining
them in an adjusted position.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the device shown in use for laying
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the tongs,
showing them sustained in an adjusted posi-

tion. Fig. 3is aperspective view of the parts
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represented by Fig. 2,shown disconnected.
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the

~drawings.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
represents the reins or handles, and 2 the
jaws formed on said reins or handles and at
right angles thereto, the said parts being piv-
oted, as at 3. The said jaws are spread some

distance apart and have projections or points
4 extending from the inner surfaces thereof
- toward each other.

Extending transversely

- through each of the reins or handles 1 are
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apertures 6, for a purpose which will be here-
inafter more fully set forth.

The device as thus far described may be
used in laying flooring, putting up siding, or
applying ceiling-strips by causing the jaws
to straddle the joists, and the projections or

- points pressed into the sides thereof. By

erasping the extreme outer ends of the reins

or handles and bringing the parts of the tongs |

adjacent to the jaws thereof to bear on the

forced into position by the same theymay be
firmly clamped into position and simultane-
oustynailed. It will beunderstood, of course,

ooring-strip, siding, or ceiling-strips being
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that a suitable clamping block or strip may

be inserted between the jaws of the tongs and

the strips being forced into position.
It ofttimes becomes necessary to hold the

flooring, siding, and ceiling parts in position

when being applied, and to conveniently ac-
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complish this I provide a rod or bar7,having

a yoked end 8, with lugs 9 projecting inward
at right angles from the ends thereof and
adapted to engage the apertures 6 inthereing
or handles 1. Theoppositeend of therodor
bar 7 is tapered into a point, as at 10, adapted
to be driven into the adjacent portion of a
joist or other base-support. By this means
the tongs may be readily sustained in adjust-
ed position, and the pressure on said tongs i
regulated by the position or angle occupied
by the said rod or bar 7.

By the use of the device herein set forth
the desired operation is greatly facilitated
and a great amount of work can be accom-
plished. |

Having thus desecribed the invention, what
is claimed as new 18—

The tongs herein described, consisting of
jaws having projections or points extending
from the inner sides of the jaws thereof and
transverse openings extending through the
reins or handles of the same and & rod or
bar having a yoked end with lugs to engage
said openings in the reins or handles at one
end thereof and the opposite end tapered
into a point, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

- GEORGE WASHINGTON MILLER.
Witnesses: -
SAML. J. WALL,

HENRY HATUSEN,
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