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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN HENRY L.OGAN, a
cltlzen of the United States, residing at Over-
look, in the county of Duichess and State of
New York,have invented certain new and use-
ful Impmvements in Holabacks for Vehicle-

- Thills; and I do declare the following to be a
- full, clea,r and exact description of the inven-

tlon such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing dmwmﬂ's, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

This invention relates to certain new and

N ~useful improvements in holdbacks for vehi-

- cle-thills; and it has for its object to facili-

| -"___2'0

tate the hitching and unhitching of the horse.
A further and more immediate objeet of
the invention, which will be both simple and

~ cheap of constmctmn and which will not be
- lhiable to become accidentally detached when

the horse is retained within the thills by the

- traces, will upon the breaking or accidental
unhitehing of the traces be automatically re-
leased by the forward movement of the horse,

~ thus preventing damage being done to the
vehicle or injury to the occupants of the ve-
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~ hicle in case of runaway.
T'o these ends and to such others as thein- |

vention may pertain, the same consists in the

peculiarities of construetion and in the novel

combination, arrangement, and adaptation of
parts, all as mow fully herema,fter described,

- 35 shown in the accompanying drawings, and
~_ then spemﬁcally defined in the appended

- claims.
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The mventzon 1S cleally illustrated in the

-~ " accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part

- of this specification, like letters of reference
~ indiecating the same parts throughout the sev-
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 eral views, and in which dmwmfrs-m

- Figure 1 1S & perspective view of a holdback
attachment embodying myimprovements, the

~ same being shown as attached to the under

nal vertical section of the device.-
- a bottom plan view of the device.

Fig. 2 is a longitudi-
FFig. 3 is
Iig. 4 is
an enlarged detail in perspective of the hold-
 back castmn' or loop.

Reference now being had to the details of

face of a vehicle-thill.

my improved form of holdback device.

| device comprises the base-plate B, preferably
prow.ded at

1 the drawm gs by letter, A deswnates a vehicle-

thill to the under face of Whlch is attae%]eld
e

formed of malleable metal and
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the ends with serew-holes b b, through which

are passed screws b’ b/, by which it is S secured

to the under side of tne thlll Near its rear
end the said base-plate B is provided with a

'_forwa,rdly-mchned hook C, the free end C’ of
which is curved slightly outwald as shown.

Upon the inside of the hook C and adjacent
to the base portion or standard C? of the same
an opening D is provided in the base- plate.
E designates a spring-plate, preferably
formed of steel.
present instance as having one of its ends se-
cured tothe under side of the thill by a screw
or bolt E’; but it is at once evident that if
preferred it may be attached directly to the
base-plate. Thisspring-plate Eextends rear-
wardly and upwardly, and at a point near 1ts
end it contacts with the inner face of the

6o
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This plate is shown in the
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hook when the holdback loop or casting is

not in place therein. The extreme rear end
of the said plate is bent at right angles to the
body of the casting, thus forming the point
E-, 'whlch when the pla,te is deplessed enters

| the opening D in the base-plate.

Sr.::s_ .

The holdback loop or casting F is made in

a single casting, consisting of the main loop
or body pmtwn E/ and loop I? to receive the
holdback-strap. The end cross-bar G at the

end of the body portion of the casting, which

is designed to engage the hook C, is rounded

upon its inner face, as shown at f, so as to

permit the casting to be freely turned when
in place within the hook C when placed with-
in or being released from said hook, which
upon 1its under face the said cross-bar G 1S
cut away to form a substantially-r 1crht angled

recess ¢, thus forming a shoulder ¢ Wlthlll_.

which recess is seated the angle h of the
spring-plate E when the hook is in place, as
shown. The holdback-loop portion ¥% it will
be observed, is inclined inwardly at a slight

angle from the main portion of the casting, so

as 1:0 present the same in the line of draft or
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strain upon the holdback-strap when in use.

The operation and advantages of the de-

vice will from the foregoing description be

readily understood by those skilled in the art
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to which itappertains.
the main loop of the casting ig placed within-

T —

the hook C, and when the same is drawn
within the hook the angle A of the spring-

plate E will engage the shoulder g%, thus serv-
g to hold the said casting nor mcﬂlyln POSI-
tlon as shown in the dra,wmﬂ's, and prevent-

ing the casting from being detached from the.

hook until it shall first have been turned com-

pletely over, so as to release the angle of the

spring from the notch within which it is
seated. It will be at once seen that the cast-
ing cannot be made to assume this position
while the traces are hitched; butin the event
of breaking or unhitching of the traces the

horse in moving forward will cause the cast--

1ing to be turned, thus releasing the same

- from the hook C and permitting the horse to

move freely out of the thills.

|

In hitching the horse |

J

|
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- Having thus described my mveutlon what

I claim to be new,and deswe to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—
In a device of the char acter described, in

combination, a base-plate provided with a
forwardly-extending hook,a spring-plate hav-
ing its {ree end within the hook and at a
point near its end bent at an angle to the
body of the plate, and a holdback loop or
casting adapted to engage the hook and hav-
mg an angular recess to engage the angle of
the spring-plate, substantially as shown and
described, and for the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I aflix mysignature in
plesenee of witnesses.
© JOHN HENRY LOGAN
Witnesses:
BYRON L. MORE,
THOMAS LLOGAN.
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