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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER E. MCDON-
ALD, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-

~ dent of Brooklyn, Kings county, New York,
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haveinvented certain Improvements in Strap-

-Holders for Trunks, of which the following is |
a specification. '

My invention relates to means for securing

“a trunk-strap removably tothe trunk, where-

by the surreptitious removal of the strap

while the trunk is in transit or in storage is

- prevented.

It is well kﬁdwn to all travelers thattrunk-

straps are often removed from trunks while
in transit by porters, baggage-handlers, and

others, and stolen; and the object of the pres-

~ ent invention is to provide the trunk with a
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holder or detainer for the strap which will
effectually prevent the removal of the same
by unauthorized persons, but will permit of

‘the ready removal ot the strap by any one

" having access to the interior of the trunk, and

also a fastening which will not puncture or
otherwise cut or injure the strap.

"My invention will be fully described here-
inafter, and its novel features carefully de-

“fined in the claims.
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.. trunk, the strap being in cross-section.

- and one of my improved holders in place.

In the acecompanying drawings, serving to

‘illustrate the invention, Figure 11s a perspec-

tive view of a trunk provided with a strap

thereon. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
~holder in its preferred form detached and on
~a large scale. Fig. 3 is alongitudinal section
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through the said holder and the side of the
Kig.
4 is a similar sectional view taken at right

angles to the plane of the section seen in Fig.
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'3, and Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view

illustrating another variety of the holder that

will be hereinafter described.

A in Fig. 1 represents a trunk of any kind

whatever, and B represents an ordinary trunk- |

strap provided witb a buckle 6. In case the
strap is left otherwise unattached tothe trunk
it may be removed by simply unbuckling it,

- and if it be nailed or screwed permanently to

~the trunk it will be in the way while the
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trunk is being used.
I provide a holder C, which secures the

1 strap free.

This holder C, as represented in
Figs. 2, 3, and 4, consists, as herein shown, of

a clamping-plate ¢, having two studs ¢’, which |

project from its inner face near its ends
and have screw-threaded bores in their ex-

tremities to receive securing-screws ¢®. The

side or wall ¢, Figs. 3 and 4, of the frunk
has holes bored through it at the proper dis-

tance apart to receive the studsc¢’, which lat-

ter are inserted as seen in Fig. 3, and the
serews ¢ screwed into the respective studs
from the inside of the trunk. The strap B
passes between the studs and between the
inner face of the plate ¢ and the side ¢ ot the
trunk, and the plate ¢ is made to press the
strap tightly against the trunk by drawing it
up with the screws. o |

In order to guard against the possible slip-
ping of the strap under the plate ¢, I prefer
to roughen the latter where it bears on the
belt. This may be done by forming rows of
slight protuberances ¢® on the inner face of
the plate.

1o
soft material of the trunk, I prefer to provide
the holder with a washer-plate ¢* the appli-
cation of which is clearly illustrated in Kigs.
3 and 4. -

It is preferable to apply the holder C to the
side of the trunk, as in that case it can be
reached more conveniently for unserewing
the screws ¢® and releasing the strap; but it
may be placed at any point desired—as, for
example, on the bottom,asindicated by dotte
lines at « in Fig. 1. | | |

it is not absolutely essential that the screw-
fastening of the holder shall be constructed
as in Figs. 2, 3,and 4. The studs ¢’ may have
reduced screw-threaded extremities, which
project into the interior of the trunk and are
there provided withnuts. This construction
is illastrated in Ifig. 5.

In my strap-holder the two studs ¢’ on the
clamping-plate ¢, here shown as integral with
the plate, and the screw-fastenings serve to
draw the plate up against the strap, and as

| the studs do not pass through the strap the
Moreover, 1co

latter is not cut and weakened.
by loosening the clamp or holder the strap
may be slipped through it without actually

- strap to the trunk, but which may bereleased | removing the holder.
~ from the inside of the trunk, so as to set the

I contemplate manufacturing and selling

prevent the secrews from cutting into the
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" my holders independently of the trunk, but | said studs extending through holes in the
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when 1n use it will always be connected with
the trunk, and by “trunk ” I mean any box-

like receptacle in the nature of a trunk and
requiring a strap.

Having thus described my '_invention, I

claim— |
1. A holder for securing a strap removably

to a trunk without puncturing or injuring |

P -

the strap, said holder comprising a clamping-
plate ¢ to press on the strap, provided with
twostuds ¢’ topass through holes in the trunk-
wall at the respective edges of the strap, and

screw-fastenings for securing the said plate
removably to the trunk from the inside of the
latter and for causing the clamping-plate to
press on the strap, as set forth.

2. The combination, with a trunk and a

strap to embrace it, as described, of a holder
for said strap, comprising a plate ¢, which ex-
tends across and bears on said strap, two
studs ¢’, integral with said plate and spaced

to leave room for the strap between them,

trunk-wall, and screw-fastenings at the inner
ends of the respective studs for drawing the

plate ¢ and causing-it to press foreibiy on the

strap, as set forth. -
3. A holder C for securing a strap remov-
ably to atrunk, the same comprising a clamp-

‘ing-plate ¢, provided with studs ¢’, having

sockets in their extremities to recéive the
screws ¢ and the said screws. |

4. A holder C for securing a strap remov-
ably to a trunk, the same comprising a clamp-

| ing-plate ¢, having a roughened inner face

and provided with studs ¢’, having sockets to
receilve the screws c?, the said screws, and a
washer-plate c. -

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses. | |

| ALEXANDER E. McDONALD.
Witnesses: |
HENRY CONNETT,
HERBERT BLOSSOM.
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