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1o all whom it may concern: |
Beit knownthatI,JOENDUNBAR, acitizen of
the United States, residing at Brooklyn, in the
county of Kingsand State of New York, have
Invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Scaffolds; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same. | .
My invention relates to improvements in
scaffolds; and its objectis to provide a simple

and substantial structure which can be easily

unfolded and quickly arranged in position
for use or compactly folded together for trans-
portation and storage, and a further object
18 to provide means adapted to lock and con-
fine the legs and hraces of the scaffold rigidly
in their folded position. r'

With these and other ends in view the in-
vention consists in a scaffold having a num-
ber of supports, each of which has two legs
hinged together and struts or braces hinged

to said legs and guide and locking-plates

pivoted on each leg and having a segmental
slot therein coneentriec with the pivotal point

- thereof, said slot having a lateral offset, in
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which works a pin on the strut or brace, and

a platform provided with cross-pieces sus-

tained on the supports. |
My invention consists, further, of certain
details of eonstruction and arrangement of
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed. : |
1o enable others to more readily under-

stand myinvention,Thaveillustrated thesame

in the accompanying drawings, in which—

- IFigure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved scaffold, showing four supports for the
platform. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of two
of the supports, showing the cross-pieces ar-
ranged below the top of the legs. Fig. 3 is
a front elevation of one of the supports in a

folded position. Fig. 4 isa detail view of the
locking-plate, and Fig. 5 is a modified form of

- Referring tothedrawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding parts
in all the figures, S designates one of the sup-
ports, which are all constructed alike and any

‘number of which may be employed; but I |
have found four or six supports will be suf- | sides of said legs, the latter to lock the braces.

it

¢”” willfit in the recess d.

ficient for all ordinary purposes. Each sup-
port comprises two legs a, which are hinged
together at ¢’ near the upper ends thereof,

‘and above the hinge each leg is recessed, and

sald recessed legs form a socket a’’ when the
legs are spread at the bottom. A brace B is
hinged to each leg at b, so that it can be read-

lly and compactly folded against the leg and

opened to support the leg when the scaffold
1s in position. Pivoted on a pin or screw b’
on one of the legs above the braces is a
locking-plate C, which is adapted to lock the
legs together when the support is folded and
hold them in position when the legs are
spread apart. This plate C has a segmental

slot ¢ concentrie with its pivotal point, and a

lateral offset ¢’ is provided at one end of said
slot, A pin or secrew ¢’/ is secured to the
other leg about opposite the pin or screw 0,
and it projects through and works in the slot
and offset in the plate C. By this construec-
tlon of the plate and arrangement of the pivot
and stud the legs are held at the proper dis-

tance apart, the pin or screw ¢’/ being in the

| offset ¢’, and-when the legs are folded the end

D of said plate, which may be used as a han-

dle, 1s turned upward to a vertieal position,

and the pin or screw ¢’’ will then be at the

Fig. 3. In this position the legs will be locked
tightly together, the distance between the
pivot-pin " and the end of the segmental slot
being equivalent to the width of the two legs,
50 that the pin or serew ¢’” will hold the legs
tightly together when it is in the end of said
slot. | |

In Fig. 5 I have shown a modification of my
improved plate, which has a right-angled re-
cess or offset d at the end of the slot and an-
other recess or offset d’ at the end of the off-
set ¢’. When the legs are spread apart, the
plate will drop by gravity to bring the pin or
screw ¢’/ in the right-angled recess ¢’, and
when the legs are closed and the plate is in the
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other end of the segmental slot, as shown in

9o

position referred to in Fig. 3 the pin or screw

It will be observed
that when the pins are fitting in these right-
angled recesses it will be impossible to move
the legs, as the plates will obviously lock
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them rigidly in place. A locking-plateis piv-

oted on the legs above the braces and on the
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The cross-pieces B of the platform are fitted | and the pin in the other leg projecting through

in the sockets ¢'’ of two supports, or they may
rest upon pins e, which are passed through
two of a series of openings ¢’ in the legs when
it is desired to have a low scaffold. T'he plat-
form F of any suitable form and construc-

~tion is placed upon the cross-piece K.
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- I do not limit myself to any particular ma-
terial for constructing the improved scaifold.

I am aware that changes in the form and
proportion of parts and details of construc-
tion of my invention may be made without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages thereof, and I therefore reserve
the right to make such changes as fairly fall
within the scope of the same. |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as naw, and desire to secure by

~ Letters Patent, is— .
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1. In a secaffold, a support comprising the
legs hinged together, the struts or braces

“hinged to the legs, and the locking-plates

adapted tolock the partstogetherwhen folded,
substantially as deseribed.

2. A support for scaffolds, consisting of the
legs hinged together near the upper ends, the
strutls or braces hinged to the legs, and the

locking-plate pivoted on one leg and having

- 3°
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a segmental slot therein, and the pin or screw
on the other leg projecting through said slot,

substantially as and for the purpose deseribed. |
| presence of two witnesses.

3. A support for seaffolds, consisting of the
legs hinged together near their upper ends,
the struts or braces hinged to said legs, the
locking-plate pivoted on one leg and having
a segemental slot therein with a lateral offset,

| compactly together, substantially as

|

said slot and offset, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

4. A support for scaffolds, consisting of the
legs hinged together, the plate pivoted on one
leg and having a segmental slot with a lateral
offset at one end, the pin on the other leg pro-

jecting through said slot, the struts or braces
hinged to the legs to unfold at an angle there-

to, and the plates adapted to lock the struts
or braces to said legs, substantially as de-

seribed.
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5. A support for scaffolds, comprising the '

legs hinged together and the struts or braces
therefor andthelocking-platespivoted onsaid
legs and adapted to lock the legs and braces
de-
seribed. |

6. Inasupport for scaffolds, the legs hinged
together, the locking-plate pivoted on one leg
and having a segmental slot and lateral ofl-
set therein, a pin or serew in the other leg
and projecting through the slot in the plate,
said plate beingadapted tolock thelegs tightly
and compactly together when the end with
the offset is turned upward, the struts or
braces hinged to said lugs, and the locking-
plates pivoted on the legs and adapted to lock
the struts or braeces, substantially as de-

scribed.
Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in

JOHN DUNBAR.
Witnesses? |
JULIUS SHIRER,
JOHN M. HUGHES.
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